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Sched Tragedies of Euripides: Tranflated from the original Greek, 
8vo. 75. Conant. 


HOSE who are acquainted with the ancient theatre, 

need not be told, that, of all the Greek trdgedians, Eus 
ripides is, on many accounts, the moft difficult to tranflate 
and, in proportion to thé difficulty of the tafk fhould, no doubt, 
be the candid reader’s indulgence: ‘ if from fuch (fays our 
anonymous author in his preface to this volume) I receive en 
couragement to proceed, it is my intention to tranflate the re- 
maining tragedies of Euripides. If, on the other hand, it 
fhould appear that I amr wnequal to the tafk, I can lay down 
my pen without feeling any great mortification.’ This is 
modeft and fenfible; and -the author is certainly intitled to 
all the favour which impartial criticifm can beftow. We 
cannot, however, without departing from that rigid line of 
duty to the public which we have hitherto religioufly ob- 
ferved, declare this to be fuch a tranflation of Euripides as 
we could. wifh to have feen, though apparently the work of 
a f{cholar, who feems well to underftand and to feel the beau- 
ties of the original. ‘ He has endeavoured (we are informed) 
to render the fenfe of the author in as literal a manner as 
the idiom of the two languages would admit.’ His {tri€ ads 
herence to this rule has, we fear, betrayed him into a heavy 
profaic ftyle and di&tion throughout the whole dialogue pagt of 


this performance, which is extremely difgufting. In many - 


fcenes of the old dramatic bards, and particularly in Euripi- 
des, we meet with a familiarity both of ideas and expreffion, 
which frequently defcends into vulgarifm. Thefe require the 
niceft art and {kill of the tranflator to raife and fupport, an art 
whieh our author feems an entire ftranger to, Add to this, 
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that his verfes, by differing in their meafure, are difagreeable 
to the ear; fome confifting of five feet, fome of fix, fome of 
four, others of three, and fome, which are the moft uncouth 
of all, of five:and a half ;.an-inftance of which we have in the 
very firft page of the Pheenifla, beginning thus: 

¢ Oh thou, who thine unerring courfe purfueft 

Thro’ heaven’s aerial way, ~ 

Exalted in thy golden chariot, —drawn 

By winged cour(fers, from whofe noftrils dart 

Fierce lames—immortal fource of light! al 7 

With fatal luftre fhone thy beams that day 

On all the Theban race, when Cadmus left 

Phoenicia’s fea-girt fhore, and on thefe plains 

Founded his city ; marrying then Harmonia, 

Daughter of Venus, from that union fprung 

Great Polydorus, Labdagus from him 

Defcended, next in fucceffion Laius came: 

The daughter of illuftrious Menceceus, 

Sitter of Creon,. and the wife of Laius.’ 

Surely this jumble of diffimilar metres muft appear to every 
reader diflonant and inharmonious ; it runs, notwithftanding, 
through the whole tranflation. In fpite of every thing that can 1 
be advanced by the fanguine admirers of the ancient drama, 
we will venture to affert, that the fnip-fnap dialogue which fre- 
quently paffes between two illuftrious perfonages in a tragedy, 
who reply to each other, in fpeeches of one line only, for half 
an hour together, is to the laft degree abfurd and ridiculous : 
not all the pathos of Euripides can make amends for the tedi- 
oufnefs of it. Let us, for example, fuppofe ourfelves prefent 
at the fcene between Oreftes and Menelaus, in the laft a& of 
the Oreftes, where the heroes thus play their game at fhuttle- 
cock, and abufe one another in the moft concife and regular 
manner. 7 
‘ Ore. —Menelaus, wilt thou hear me {peak ? 

\Men. Tho’ much againf my will, I yet muft hear thee. 
Ore?. Behold me now prepar’d to kiJl thy daughter! 
Men. And wilt thou add that crime to Helen’s death? 
Oreff. Oh! that I now beheld her, and the gods 
Had not depriv’d me of my juft revenge! 
Men. Doft thou deny the horrid deed, and treat 
. With fuch contempt her: mof nnhappy hufband ? 
Ors. Oh! that with truth I could avow the act. 
M-n. A with like that with horror fills my foul ! 
Orcf. The peit of Greece and [lion to deftroy ! 
Men. Rettore the body of my breathlefs wife, 
That J may pay the fad fanereal rites. 
- Oreft. For that, petition heav’n; while here I ftand, 
' Prepar’d to fhed thy virgin daughter’s blood. . 
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Men. Oh parricide detefted! will thy foul 


For ever thirft for {cenes of blood and flaughter? 


Oreft. My father I defend, by thee betray’d. 


Men. 
Ore/t. 
Men. 
Ore/?. 
Men. 


Ore/t. 


Men. 
Ore/i. 


Men. 


Ore/t. 
M. 2» 


Oreft. 
Men. 
Ove. 
Men. 
Oreft. 
Men. 
Ore/t. 
Men, 


Oreft. 
Men. 


Oreft. 
Men. 
Orest. 
Men. 
Ores. 
Men. 
Ore/t. 
Men. 
Oreft. 
Men. 


Oreft. 
Men. 
Ore/t. 
Men. 


Oreft. 


Men, 


Is not thy mother’s blood a weight fufficient ? 
My hand I ftill can raife to flay the wicked. 

Is Pylades a partner in thy guilt? 

His fentiments, his filence well declares. 
Vengeance awaits thy crimes, unlefs with wings 
Thou fpeed thy flight, ‘and cleave the fields of air! 
We fhall not fly; but foon with wafting fire 
Involve the palace in one general ruin ! 

Wilt thou deftroy thy royal father’s houfe? 
That will I do, and in the blaze expire 

With thy fair daughter! 

Inftantly deftroy her; 

Thus fhall I fill the meafure of my woes. 

What thou advifeft fhall be done. 

Alas! alas! 


‘Lift not thy fword againft the virgin’s neck. 


With patience learn to bear what heaven inflicts. 
And is it juft that thou fhould’ft breathe this air ? 
It is; and govern in my native land, 
Say, in what foil? . 
Here in Pelafgic Argos. 
Canft thou prefume to touch the facred victims ? 
Why not? 
And the accuftom’d facrifice prepare 
Ere you engage in war? 
Thefe facred rights 
Canft thou perform ? 
What fhould prevent ? 
My hands are pure and innocent of blood, 
But is thy confcience free from guilt? 
What man with thee will hold {weet converfe ? 
All who a father’s honour’d name revere. 
But what of thofe who love a mother’s name? 
I rank them with the beit of human race. 
But in thet number thou art not included. 
Becaufe the wicked I deteft and hate, 
From my poor daughter’s neck the {word remove, 
Vain that requeft.: 
A viétim to thy rage 
Muft the poor virgin fall! 
Thy fears are juft. 
What fhall I do, alas! unhappy father ? 
Perfuade the numerous citizens of Argos. 
Bat to what meafures muft I now perfuade them ? 
To pardon me, and thefe my dear companions, 
Or elie you fhed my “— daughter’s blood ? 
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Oreft. ’Tis fo refolv’d, 

Men. Unhappy Helen! 

Oreft, But have I not experienc’d equal woes ? 

Men, From Phrygia’s fhore I bore the haplefs victim. 
Oreft. Oh that beneath my fword fhe now expir’d ! 
Men. And for her caufe fuch numerous woes fucceed. 
Or</t. But not to aid my father’s royal houfe, 

Men. The frowns of fortune I have long endur’d. 
Oreft. And wilt thou not affift me? 

Men. To thefe thy words I know not what to anfwer.’ 

The conftant repetition of the fame number of fyllables from 
each of the fpeakers muft, one would imagine, have tired the 
patience even of an Athenian audience; moft certainly, at 
leaft, it would have had that effe€t on an Englifh one. A 
tranflator, however, is not obliged to tread exa&ly in the 
fteps of his author: he might fhorten fome of the fpeeches, 
and extend others; or, by running one verfe into the other, 
make fome variety. We find, however, very little in this 
tranflation, which, though it imitates the Greek in the dif- 
agreeable monotony which we have juft now condemned, is 
not always, as it fhould be, clofe to the fenfe of the original. 
The firft of the lines above quoted, for inftance, is faulty in 
this refpect. The Greek is, 

‘ Tlorspoy epurrewy » xAveww ess Sercig*? 

‘ Utrum vis interrogare an me audire ?” 
which this gentleman renders 

« Wilt thou hear me {peak ?? 


The anfwer, though a regular verfe, is very profaic indeed : 

¢ Tho’ much again/t my will, I yet muft hear thee,’ 
To flay Helen,-fays Euripides (a line or two after), will be 
heaping murther on murther. This is a warm and forcible ex- 
prefiion. The tranflation only fays, 

‘ And wilt thou add that crime to Helen’s death ?’ 
I thall never be ¢ired, fays the Greek, in flaying the guilty. 
Our author renders it, 

‘ My hand I ftill can raife to flay the wicked.’ 


In many parts of this tranflation we meet with low and vul- 
gar expreffions ; fuch as 
‘ By all the gods, O grant me one /mall favour.’ 
¢ My fon fhall never marry fuch a fary.? 
‘ In fach a ca/e, it will be overlook’d,’ 
« Obferve thy brother, fee, he moves dis body.’ 
The two lait words, we may obferve, befides giving a vulgar 


air to the line, are, at the fame.time, totally fuperfluous, 
Again, | 
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¢ Such is their hate, that none will hear me fpeak.’ 
‘ | fuffer 
From three diftin& and feparate parties’ 


What a ftrange kind of hobbling verfe is the laft of thefe! 


¢ He who is favour’d with a virtuous /pou/e, 
Enjoys the higheft ftate of human blifs.’ 


This fentiment our author, in compliment to the ladies, fhould 
have taken more pains to exprefs properly: the fingle word 
Jpoufe turns the whole into ridicule, 


¢ He never in the forum /bew’d his face.’ 
¢ —The chance is much againf me.’ 
¢ Lofe no time, 
For fear the citizens condemn thee,’ 
‘ Every /cheme has fail’d—’ 
What beft may fuit the po/iure of affairs.’ 
Feuds between zear relations are the worft.® 
I feel, poor man, for his misfortunes,’ 
— Never at a fray.’ 
To fave thy labour, fee he now approaches.’ 
Reftore the letters without fariber words.’ 


a a Of eh A 


Thefe are but a few amongft the infinite number of :grofs 
phrafes and expreffions to be met with in this tranflation, fuch 
as would difgrace even a profe compofition, and confequently 
muft be {till more unbecoming the dignity of the bufkin. We 
have likewife, in the courfe of this work, fome unfortunate ex- 
amples of falfe grammar; fuch as 
‘ Near his perfon 
Thou fix’d thy ftation’—for—thou 4a/ fix’d. 
‘ de ug I confent that thou refd‘/r’— for—thou fhow’dt 
refide. 
¢ Inform me a/l’— for—inform me of all. 
‘ Before this marriage how was you fupported’ — for—how 
were yOu: 


with many other inaccuracies of the fame kind, In the fecond 
aét of the Iphigenia in Aulis, our author has indulged himéelf, 
by way, we fuppofe, of clofely copying the original, in Englith 
trochaics, ‘which, after all his pains, make but an indifferent 
figure in our language. Obferve the fierce rough rumbling of 
thefe Grecian intruders, 


© Enter Agamemnon to Arcas and Menelaus. 


< Azgamem. What noife is that ?—theclamour of difcordant tongues 


I hear! 
Arcas, 1 am the perfon injur’d, and my words deferve attention, 
{ 4gamemnon fends away Arcas. 
Azamim, Why, Menelags, didft thou offer violence to that poor 
man i? 
M 3 A little 
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A little after, Menclaus makes a long fpeech in this kiad of 
yerfe, which begins thus : : 


' $ M.n. Thou artirrefolute, unjuft, and to thy friends perfidious ; 
And this thou fhalt confefs, tho’ by the mifts of paffion blinded ; 
Recall the time, when by ambition and a love of glory fir’d, 
To lead the embattled troops of Greece to Ilion’s walls ; 

To what did not the fon of Atreus condefcend?—The fpecious vei} 
Of modetty affum’d—free of accefs 5; courteous to all ; 

Thy palace open to receive the meaneft of the army.’ 


We will not fatigue our readers with any more trochaics: cer- 
tainly we have much better metre of our own, Why fhould 
we go back to Grecce for any thing fo aukward and’ unbe- 
coming ? : 

Before we conclude this article, in juftice to the unknown 
author, we think it incumbent on us to obferve, that though 
we hate objections to the dialogue part, we are happy to.find 
that in many of the choruffes (moft of them indeed) he has 
fucceeded far beyond our expeétaiion. His Mufe, which shere 
is in general lame and aukward, feems bere to have fhaken off 
her fetters, and to pace along with eafe, elegance, and grace, 
Of this the firft Epode in the firft Chorus of the Pheeniffe, may 
ferve as an example. 

; ‘ Epode. 

¢ Oh! ve eternal fires! 

Which on the fummit of Parnaffus fhine, 
Where Phoebus’ heavenly feer infpires 

His oracles divine ; 

Where, with verdant ivy crown’d, 
Bacchus! youthful god, appears $ 
Where the vine her branches rears, 

And fhades the facred ground. 

On the boughs eternal glow 

Ripe fruits, and reams neCtareous flow 
Beneath.— Though cavern rough with horrid fhade, 

Where in fpiral volumes roll’d, 

The ferpent Python rear’d his head, 

Terrific arm’d with fcales of gold! 

Oh! could I now thefe fylvan fcenes among, . 

Sacred to fair Latona’s offpring rove, 

Join the bright choir of nymphs, and lead 

‘fhe mazy dance along the flow’ry mead ; 

Or in tne temple raife the folemn fon 

To thee, oh Phebus! while each favourite grove 
Of thy lov’d mountain echo’d to my ftrains, 

Then with what pleafure fhould I quit the plains 

Of Thebes, where Dirce rolls her livid waves, 

Ang where the fertile fields [menus Javes,’ 
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« This is nervous, elegant, and poetical, ‘arid at the fame time. 
deviates very little from the original, . The ftrophe of the cho- 
rus in-the fecond aé&.of the Iphigenia in Aulis is likewife fo re- 
markably beautiful, and full of fine imagery, well expreffed, 
that we cannot help laying it before our readers. 


* Happieft of the human kind 
Are thofe who tafte the joys refin’d 
Which flow from mutual love, 
Where modefty, with foften’d charms, 
And gentle fires, the bofom warms ; 
And Cytherea, from above, | 
Bright-hair’d goddefs, fans the flame, 
And crowns theirjoys with wedleck’s holy name. 
But wild and furious is that foul 
Whom Cupid’s cruel laws controul : 
That god, adorn’d with golden hairs, 
For different ufe two arrows bears. 
Wing’d with deftruction, one infpires 
Tormenting thoughts and heart-confuming fires. 
The other happinefs imparts, 
And joins in blifsful bands confenting hearts. 
Oh Venus! of the powers divine 
The faireft! to our prayers attend, 
Avert from us the empoifon’d dart ; 
And may’ft thou, goddefs, condefcend 
To light our nuptial torch, and crown 
With chafte defires the bridal beds ; 
While, to improve the tender fcene, 
Beauty her foft allurements fpreads ; 
Bright queen of Paphos! grant us our requeft, 
Far from our fouls remove 
The horrid pangs of guilty love, 
With virtue’s temperate joys fupremely bleft.’ 


This is not, indeed, quite fo clofe to Euripides; but the 
harmony of the numbers makes us amends for the venial infi- 
delity. The dialogue and the choruffes are, to fay the truth, 
done in fo different a manner throughout the whole, that we 
can hardly conceive them to be the work of the fame hand. 

It may not be unneceflary to remark, that this volume con- 
tains the tranflation of only four tragedies of Euripides; viz. 
the Phaniflz, Iphigenia in Aulis, Troades, and Oreftes. If 
this gentleman proceeds in the work, we would recommend to 


him an exertion of the fame fpirit in the choruffes, with greater. 


care and attention to his ftyle and manner in the dialogue. 


——— peer es 
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The Count de Poland. By Mifi M. Minifie. Four Volumes 12mo; . 
‘2s, Dodfley. 


WN Ovelwsiins: it has been contended by many, is too 
often attended with fatal and deftructive confequences, 
more efpecially to the younger part of the fair fex, who, in 
this very inquifitive and reading age, feldom permit any thing 
of that kind to efcape their attention. If ladies, indeed, make 
it their whole ftudy, and fwallow with avidity every idle tale 
that is publifhed, there may doubtlefs be fome truth in the af- 
fertion. We have always, notwithitanding, been of opinion, 
that this fpecies of writing, if well executed, may afford both 
innocent amufement, and profitable inftru@tion. If the ftory 
is agreeably told, if the incidents are natural and probable, and 
the charaéters well and: accurately drawn, a good novel may 
certainly tend to ridicule and expofe vice and folly, and pro- 
mote the intereft of honour, religion, and virtue. As belong- 
ing to this fpecies, we may venture to recommend the piece 
before us, which, though far inferior to the compofitions of 
Richardfon and Fielding, may boait no inconfiderable fhare of 
real merit; the ftyle being in general eafy and unaffefted, the 
charaéters not ill fuftained, the narrative in moft parts inte- 
refting, and the moral refulting from the whole unexception- 
able. Mifs Minifie, the author, is already well known to the 
public by a very agreeable performance *, which fhe wrote 
fome time ago in conjun@ion with her fifters. She is now no 
Jonger in partnerfhip, but fets up for herfelf. We fincerely 
wifh her all the fuccefs in her occupation, which indaftry and 
attention, jcined to good parts and judgment, may fairly inti- 
tle her to. 

We will not, anticipate our readers’ pleafure in the perufal of 
thefe little volumes, by laying before them the outlines of the 
fable or fiory, which is very fhort and fimple ; but as the prin- 
¢ipa] merit of this performance confifts in the colouring, we 
fhall fubmit to them the following fpecimen of our author’s 
ftyle and manner. In juftice to her, we muft previoufly ob- 
ferye, that the Count de Poland (the hero of the tale) has juft 
difcovered, by an extraordinary event, the abode and diftreff- 
fu] fituation of a beloved fifter, whom he had been fome years 
in fearch of. The meeting between them, and her death, 


which immediately fucceeds, are thus pathetically defcribed by 
Milfs Minifie. 


© Fake this, faid I (a billet which he had written to his fitter) 
t0 Annanette; go back to your miftrefs, carry with you any 


=. 








¥ Lady Frances and Lady Caroline S—— 


thing 











The Count de Poland, 169 


thing you think fhe will be able to eat. After the has taken 
fome refrefhment, tell her you have feen a fervant who you knew 
went abroad with me on my laft expedition. Obferve how fhe 
receives this intelligence ; if you think it will not be too much 
for her thattered f{pirits, fay you have {poke to this fervant ; fay, 
that I being come home, and not finding her at Paris, am on 
my way to vifit her in England. When fhe is quite able to bear 
a fuller difcovery, tell her [ am arrived---tell her you have feen 
me---and laft of all deliver this note. Be cautious in obferving 
my direétions ; obferve them punétually: I fhall wait your re- 
turn where I am.---Fly to inform me the moment fhe is prepared 
for my reception. Annanette was not fonder of ftaying than I 
was of detaining her, but flew to execute my commiffion. Half 
an hour elapfed,---every moment appeared an age to me, my 
patience became ungovernable. I went out of the houfe; An- 
nanette had pointed out to me the dwelling of my fifter ; thither 
I bent my fteps; I even ventured to the. very door.---I planted 
myfelf on one fide of it, fo that fhe might not fee me from the 
windows. Whilft I maintained this poft, my fenfes were all em- 
ployed, my ears greedily liftened for any voice or ftep that might 
proceed from the houfe ; my eyes eagerly watched the appear- 
ance of Annanette. Five long minutes! I heard the lock draw 
back---I[ heard the door open---I faw the worthy creature come 
out weeping, fobbing, holding her apron to her face, She would 
have run by me towards the place where fhe expected I waited for 
her. Hold, faid I, in a low voice, I am here }-~--is your miftrefs 
prepared ?---My breath was fo thort I could hardly {peak to be 
underftood. Oh, my good lord! I am not to blame, I have done 
exaGtly as you ordered,---but my lady, my dear lady !---I ftayed 
to hear no more; I rufhed by into the houfe-.-I afcended a little 
dark ftair-cafe, for 1 faw no other entrance, and found my way 
to the chamber of wretchednefs.. A female figure, drefied in 
deep mourning, arofe {rom a miferable bed placed in one corner 
of the room, and came tottering towards me. The {canty light 
admitted to this gloomy apartment ferved only to deceive me; 
the perfon I faw excited my compaflion, but in her J difcovered 
not my fifter. Where are you, my Maria, cried I, where are 


you, my deareft Maria? 1am here, my kind---her voice could * 


command no more. The phantom which ftartled me on my en- 
trance threw her emaciated arms about my neck, and fainted ia 
niy embraces. 

* I will pafs over the diftra&tion that feized me when I faw the 
hand of death bufied in deftroying what yet remained of the beau. 
teous edifice---when I felt it flruggling to tear her from my eme 
braces. I {creamed aloud, my {creams brought up Annanette ; 
we lifted the dying faint to her bed ; fhe was already panting for 
breath, and more than half an angel. I was not mafter of my- 
felf, or recolleétion, tears, and groans, made me incapable of 
afliiting her. Annanette was more collected,--- the flew to a cup- 
board, and brought from thence a {mall phial, with the contents: 
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of which fhe rubbed her hands, her nofe, her forehead. Maria 
once more opened her eyes, fhe fixed them on my face, full of 
death, but full of fweetnefs; fhe there read that poignant woe 
which does not admit of expreffion. She faintly fmiled---fhe 
would have fpoke, but a figh that entered my very foul was all 
fhe uttered. I was kneeling at the fide of her bed, her hands, 
hard grafped in mine, as if { meant to detain the bleffed fpirit 
from that heavenly manfion after which it was afpiring. Her 
hands wetted with my tears fhe drew from me---fhe drew them 
away with an eagernefs which fhewed her apprehenfions that fhe 
fhould not be permitted time to perform fome aé& neceflary to 
the peace of her laft{ moments. Taking from her breaft a paper 
fealed with black---trembling---almoft convulfed---fhe delivered 
it to me, and preffed my hands to her lips with fuch fervor, as 
fhewed fhe would enforce, by her emotions of tendernefs, the 
truft fhe had committed to my charge. ‘This was the laft efforc 
of nature---it was the laft of affection ;---in the fame moment fhe 
performed it, her pure foul deferted its grief-worn body, and 
flew for fhelter to the bofom of its Maker.’ 


This is warm colouring, and a good deal after the manner 
of that excellent moral painter, to whom we. are indebted for 
Grandifon and Clariffa, is the mafter whom our author feems 
throughout induftrioufly to copy after, and whom fhe fome- 
times imitates not unfuccefsfully, There is fome humour, as 
well as a great degree of probability (as the circumftance, we 
believe, happens every day), in an anecdote which lord Caftle- 
down relates concerning his! mother, and which, as it may 
make our readers {mile, we fhall here fubjoin. 


¢ When I arrived in London (fays the young lord, in a letter 
to his friend) my dear father had been configned to his peace- 
ful grave one whole week, or, according to the calendar of our 
modern dowagers, feven long days. 1 was difpirited with my 
recent lofs, fick with crofling the water in a fevere ftorm, and 
tired to death by a journey which I had pofted from Montpellier 
for the fake of expedition. In this fituation I reached St. James’s- 
fquare ; it was about half an hour after nine in the evening. 
Before I came up to the honfe, an atch’ment over the door in- 
formed me, I was too Jate for the purpofe which had haftened 
me home. I did not expe& to find my mother in the deepeitt af- 
fliction, nor did I think my prefence was abfolutely neceffary to 
her happinefs; however, it was-my duty not to neglect a mo- 
ment in prefenting myfelf to her, and I did it without even 
waiting to change my drefs. I paffed the porter without fpeak- 
ing; I was fo ftruck at my firft entrance, that, for a moment, 
i had loft the power of fpeech. He knew me; I returned his 
low falute, by moving my hat, and proceeded to my mother’s 
drefing-room, beckoning the fervants in waiting, that I would 
neither be announced or followed; my. vifit was"not of cere~ 
mony 5 
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maqany; common forms were, therefore, unneceflary. -Guefs, 
dear Seaton,.guefs, if you can, thy aftonifhment, when, having 
gently opened the door half way, my mother’s voice broke u 
ray ear, exclaiming, in a loud key, againft her ill luck at being 
loo’d wit) ace, king, and two other trumps. Petrified with fur- 
prize, 1 knew not what to do, whether to turn back or.to go 
forwards 3" the recollection of my dear father made me deter~ 
mined on the former; but my mother hearing the lock turn, her 
eyes were drawn towards the door ; fhe got a glimpfe of my 
face ; the cards dropt from her hands ; fhe flew towards me; the 
caught me in her arms; her head fell upon my fhoulder, and 
——. Iwill go no farther: the fcene was too ridiculous. God 
forgive me, but I could not help thinking that it would be much 
more natural to put her tears down to the account of lofing her 
ame rather than her hufband ; if I am too fevere, if I err againft 
the refpect I owe my mother, reflect on what I owe the memory 
of my beloved father, and the fault, if a fault I have committed, 
will diminifh by this interefting refle&tion. Her ladythip was 
importunate with me to make my appearance to her vifitors ; fhe 
had none with her but friends, fhe faid; friends, whofe good- 
nefs inclined them to wafte their time in trying to divert her me- 
lancholy. You may fuppofe I did not comply with a requeft of 
this nature; fhe, finding it impoflible to prevail, returned to her 
company; andI retired to my old apartment in a difpofition 
be:ter imagined than defcribed.’ 


As every endeavour to recommend the married ftate, and to 
difcourage celibacy, is, we apprehend, of fervice to the com- 
munity, we fhall quote from this entertaining novel a humor- 
ous and well-written defeription of the dachelr and the mars 
ried man, / 


‘ A bachelor is a fort of whimfical. being, which nature ne- 
ver tniended to create; he was formed out of all the odds and 
ends of what materials were left after the great work was over; 
unluckily for him, the finer paffions are all mixed up in the com- 
pofition of thofe creatures intended*for focial enjoyments; what 
remains for the bachelor is hardly enough to rub round the cruity 
mould into which he is thrown, to avoid waite---fome feafoning, 
that he may not be quite infipid, mutt be fubftituted in the fead 
of more valuable ingredients, fo in dame Nature tofles felf-tove, 
withouc weight or meafure --a kind of underftanding that is fit 
for no other ufe-- a fprinkling of wifdom which turns to acid from 
the four difpofi:ion of the veffel in which it is contained, and the 
whole compolition is concluded with an immoderate portion of 
oddities. ‘[hus formed, thus finifhed, a bachelor is popped into 
the world---mere lumber, without a poflibility of being happy 
himfcif, or effentially contributing to the happinefs of others, 
His only bufjnefs is to keep himfelf quiet; he gets up.to lie 
down, and lies down to get up. No tender impreffions enliven 
his waking hours--eno agreeable reveries difturb his dronith 
flumbers, 




























































172 The Count de Poland. 
.flumbers.. If he ever fpeaks the language of fenfibility, he 


{peaks it on the excellence of fome favourite dith, oron the choice 
liquors with which his cellars abound; on fuch fubjeés he feels 
the rapture of a lover.---The pace-of a bachelor is fober; he 
would hardly mend it to get out of a ftorm, though that ftorm 
were to threaten a deluge; but fhew him a woman who is inti- 
tled to the compliment of his hat, and he will fhuffle on as if he 
was walking for a wager. His houfekeeper or his laundrefs he 
can talk to without referve, but any other of the fex, whofe con- 
dition is above a ufeful dependent, is his terror. A coffee-houfe 
is his fanum fan&oram, againft bright eyes and dazzling com- 
plexions ; here he lounges out half his days---at home he fits 
down to his unfocial meals, and when his -palate is pleafed, he 
has no other paffion to gratify. Such is a bachelor---fuch the 
life of a bachelor---what becomes of him after death, I am not 
cafuift enough to determine. | 

¢ INow for the married man. The felicity of a married man 
never ftands ftill; it flows perpetual, and ftrengthens in its paf- 
fage; it is fupplied from various channels; it depends more on 
others than himfelf: from participation proceeds the moft ex- 
tatic enjoyments of a married man. 

« By an union with the gentleft, moft polifhed, moft beauti- 
ful part of the creation, his mind is harmonized, his manners 
foftened, his foul animated by the tendereft, livelieft fenfations.--- 
Love, gratitude, and univerfal benevolence, mix in all his ideas. 
The houfe of a married man is his paradife; he never leaves it 
without regret, never returns to it but with gladnefs---the friend 
of his foul, the wife of his bofom, welcomes his approach with 
fufceptibility ;---joy flufhes her cheek---mutual are their tranf- 
ports. Infants, lovely as the f{pring, climb about his knees, and 
contend which fhall catch the envied kifs of paternal fondnefs, 
Smiling plenty, under the guardianfhip of ceconomy, is feen in 
every department of his family. Generofity ftands porter at his 
door; liberality prefides at his table; and focial mirth gives to 
time its moft pleafing motion.---To the exiftence of a married 
man, there is no termination; when death overtakes him, he is 
only tranflated from one heaven to another; his glory is immor- 
talized, and his children’s children reprefent him on earth to the 
laft generation.’ 

Our female novellift is here very fevere upon the bachelors, 
and we applaud her feverity ; yet who knows but, if Mifs Mi- 
nifie continues a virgin, fome male author may write a ro- 
mance, and take occafion to return the compliment upon her. 

It has too often been admitted, by the indolent and un- 
thinking part of mankind, that vicious habits, which have been 
long contracted, are incurable ; and that charaéters cannot be 
changed.. In oppofition to this dangerous opinion, Mifs Mi- 
nifie, in the work before us, has reformed and reclaimed her 
charafers, Lady Morpeth fets out as.a giddy, vain, coquettifh 


girl ; 
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girl; but by the affiftance of reafon, refleGiion, and good ad- 
Vice and example, becomes an amiable woman, and a virtuous 
wife. Havenbrooke, afterwards lord Caftledown, is introduced 


to us as an unprincipled rake, and openly avows his defign of ~ 


entering into a criminal amour with lady Morpeth ; but by her 
prudent condué, and his own virtuous paffion for another wo- 
man, he rifes into an exemplary and noble charaéter. The 
count de Poland’s brother alfo, whom we are taught at firft to 
look upon as cruel, odious, and deteftable, becomes ‘a fincere 
penitent, and reconciles himfelf to our favour. We with the 
author had followed the fame line with regard to ‘the enthu- 
fiafm of the dowager lady, and contrived fome means, which 
might have eafily been done, to convince her of the folly and 
nonfenfe of Methodifm. n 
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IE fo large a fyftem of Heraldry as the prefent, compiled 
from the beft authorities, and executed in a fplendid man- 
ner, can derive additional advantage from any other circum: 
fiance, it muft be from that of being the production of a gen- 
tleman fo peculiarly well qualified, both by his fituation and 
abilities, for the accomplithment of fuch an undertaking, He-« 
raldry, reftriéted to the art of blazoning, ferves only to gratify 
the vanity of particular individuals ; but when confidered in a 
more comprehenfive view, it affords the moft authentic doeu- 
ments that can be found, refpecting many tranfations. which; 
though worthy of being preferved upon record, come not within 
the province of general hiftory, It is therefore intitled to the 
attention of an antiquary, upon principles more enlarged than 
the implicit veneration of whatever relates to former times. It 
is a fcience by which the defcendants of illuftrious anceftors may 

learn to emulate the qualities of their great progenitors; and 
by which may be excited in others the laudable ambition of 
tranfmitting to pofterity fuch honours as are earned by noble 
exertions of valour, wifdom, or virtue, 

This work begins with a Hiftorical Enquiry into the Origin 
of Armories, and the Rife and Progrefs.of the Science: of. He« 
raldry. After vindicating heraldry from the contempt which 
fome have endeavoured to throw upon it, and after fome gee 
neral remarks oo its advantages, Mr. Edmondfon ‘proceeds to 
inveftigate the origin of this fcience. He obferves, that the 
heraldic writers. vary fo extremely in their fentiments refpeing 
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the origin:and rife of armories, that there is hardly a point of 
time, between the eftablifhment of the Egyptian monarchy and 
the thirteenth century of the Chriftian zra, which has not been 
named by one or other of them, as the period which gave 
commencement to the ufe of arms; neither is there any coun- 
try, in Europe or Afia, that has not been fixed on as the place 
which gave rife to that feience. 

There are not wanting fome rabbins, as well as later writers, 
who have ventured to affirm, that arms owe their beginning to 
rea‘on- and the light of nature; and that having been ufed in 
the antedeluvian world by the pofterity of Seth, in order to 
diftinguifh themfelves from the defcendants of Cain, they were, 
after the flood, continued among the children of Noah; the 
blazon of each of whofe armories, it feems, M. Segoin and his 
followers pretend to particularize. 

Our author afterwards gives a particular recital of the va- 
rious Opinions that have been.entertained on this fubje@t. He 
obferves, it cannot be denied that the Egyptians, Hebrews, 
Affyrians, Perfians, Greeks, and other people of antiquity, ufed 
figures and fymbolical devites, as public and national military 
enfigns ;: and it.muft be°allowed, that the chiefs among them 
reprefehted alfo a variety of devices on their fhields and ar- 
mour ; but he remarks, that thofe devices were-no other than 
the mere productions of the whim, fancy, and caprice of the 
wearers, and do not bear thefeaft affinity to armories. We 
fhall prefent our readers with an extra&t from the author's ju- 
dicious hiftorical account of this fubje@, in the inveftigation of 
which he difplays great accaracy and extent of refearch. 


. ¢ There ‘fs the greateft reafon to conclude, that hereditary fa- 
mily arms are of German produétion and feudal origin ; but the 
time. in ‘which they were firft ufed in Engiand is not equally cer- 
tain. - An enquiry into that faét, touching which there has been 
a greater diverfity of opinions than about the origin of the infti- 
tution itfelf, is highly interefting, and well worthy of our re- 
fearches. Our Saxon monarchs have been confidered as the in- 
troducers of gentilial arms into this ifland, whiift, on the other 
hand, fome writers have maintained, that arms were ufed by 
the Britons at the very time that the Chriftian faith was firft pro- 
pagated here; and that Lucius, a pro-regulus in Britain in the 
48th year of the Chriftian era, took for his arms ar. a crofs 

ules. Canute and his Danes have, in their tarns, been ho- 
noored with the reputation of having firt taught our anceftars 
theufe of arms. The learned and judicious antiquary, Mr Arthur 

Agarde, conjectures, that arms came to us firit from the Nor- 
mans, being brought in by Edward the Confeffor, and after. 
wards more plentifully practifed here by William the Conqueror, | 
and the nobles who came over with him. Mr. Waterhoufe, upon 
what 
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what grounds is uncertain, fuppofes that gentilial armories were 
known here before that time; and that the firft ufers of them 
were thofe few of the Britifh and Saxon nobility, who kept their 
honours, fortunes, and feats, on the change of government made 
by duke William, and who, not having appeared in oppofition 
to him or his fons, held their flations in the country, although 
the Normans enjoyed both the places and preferments in court 
and camp; and as they grew more habituated to his govern- 
ment, and he abated of his rigour, and by peaceable ruling be- 
came more calm, they ventured to fhew themfelves more openly, 
and with greater freedom avowed their rights, by bearing thofe 
marks of honourable diftinQion. _The great Mr. Camden, who 
is followed by Peter Pitheu and others, thinks them of more re- 
cent date with us, and fays, that ‘* fhortly after the Conquelt 
the eftimation of arms began in the expeditions to the Holy 
Land, and afterwards, by little and little, became hereditary, 


when it was accounted an efpecial honour to pofterity to retain ° 


thofe arms which had been difplayed in the Holy Land, in that 
holy fervice againft the profeffed enemies of Chriftianity ; and 
that we received, at that time, the hereditary ufe of them; but 
that the fame was not fully eftablifhed until the reign of king 
Henry the Third ; for that, in the inftances of the laft earls of 
Chefter, the two Quincies earls of Winchelter, and the two La- 
cies earls of Lincoln, the arms of the father flill varied: from 
thofe of the fon.”. Sir Henry Spelman is of opinion, that they 
are of ftill more modern growth in this kingdom; for, {peaking 
of the antiquity generally allowed to the ufage of arms in Eng- 
land, he obferves, that ‘* this nation being for fome hundreds of 
years barraffed with wars, in the ftorm of foreign affaults, and 
civil cummotions, there is little reafon to be over confident in 
matters Of pedigree and arms much beyond four hundred years;” 
and expreffes his doubts whether they are even entitled to that 
antiquity, by adding,—‘* Nefcio an ea prorfus antiquitate.” 

* Upon what authority the advocates for the ufe of gentilial 
arms being known and practifed in Britain during the Saxon go- 
vernment, ground fuch affertion, doth not appear, as all the 
hiftorians of thofe times are filent as to that matter. The horfe 
of Hengitt and Horfa---the devices by which the feveral king- 
doms were diftinguifhed from each other during the heptarchy---« 
the golden dragon of Uter, furnamed Pendragon---the three 
different bearings attributed to his fon Arthur ; to wit, fir, two 
dragons endoried, or; fecondly, three crowns ; and, thirdly, 
vert, a crofs argent, with the Holy Virgin holding the infant 
Jefus ia her arms, on the firft quarter---the tanf borne by Ed- 
win king of Northumberland---the banner-roll of gold and pur- 
ple hung over the tomb of king Ofwald at Bardney---the dragon, 
or, depicted on the banner of Cuthred king of Weffex at the 
battle of Bureford---the Saxon blazon, being azure, a crofs 
formée, or flowery, or; and that of the Danes, being or, femée 


of hearts, thiee leopards gules---upon all which ftrefs hath been, 


laid 
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laid for proving the prevalency of the ufe of arms in this kings 
dom in thofe early:times-- were no other than the military and 
imperial enfigns of the feveral monarchs who bore them, and 
were never confidered by them in any other light. 

* Hereditary gentilial arms were the fruits of:the feudal law ; 
and, as we have not any good reafon to imagine that either fuch 
law, or any of the cuftoms to which it gave birth, had gained a 
footing in England previous to the invafion of William the Nor- 
man, we cannot juitly expect to meet with any family arms ufed 
in this kingdom antecedent to that remarkable event. Not- 
withftanding this, fome writers have fuggefted that our Englith 
king Edward, commonly ftyled the Confeffor, who frequently 
vifited the court of his-uncle the duke of Normandy, and was 
fond of the fafhions and caftoms there obferved, introduced many 
of them iato England; and, among others, that of the ufe of 
family arms: in confirmation whereof, they.affert that Edward, 
by way of fetting an example to his fubjeéts for affuming fuch 
marks of diftinction, took for his own private arms---Az. a crofs 
formée, or, between five martlets of the laft, as we find them 

















































- depiéted in many places in this kingdom. Now, had this really 


been the cafe, it cannot reafonably be fuppofed that a fafhion 
adopted and introduced by a prince fo much beloved by his peo- 
ple as Edward confeffedly was, fhould not be followed by all, 
or at leaft by the major part of the principal men in his king- 
dom, more efpecially as it was defigned for their honour and 
diftin€tion ; and confequently that, if the ufe of family arms had 
then prevailed among the nobility and gentry of England, fome 
memoranda or traces of fuch practice muft have been handed 
down to us: whereas nothing of that fort appears. The gene- 
ral hiftories of thofe times do not take the leaft notice of it; and 
Abbas Rievalenfis, Edward’s profeffed hiftorian, who is ex- 
tremely circumflantial even in the minuteft occurrences, which 
he thought redounded to his mafter’s character, is totally filent 
as to this matter; fo that no credit can be given to thofe mo- 
dern writers, who would perfuade us that the practice of bear- 
ing family arms was firft brought into England by the Confef- 


for. Further, there is not only great reafon to doubt the truth 


of the affertion, that Edward the Confeflor was the perfon who 
firft affumed the arms above defcribed; but to think that they 
were the imperial enfigns of his elder brother Edmund Ironfide, 
and actually borne by him at the battle of Afhdon: for Mar- 

aret, who married Malcolm Canmore, king of Scotland, and 
was fitter to Edgar Atheling, and daughter of Edward the Elder, 
fon of king Edmund Ironfide, ufed thofe very arms after the. 
death of her brother, and fifter Chriftian, in teftimony of her 
tight to the crown of England, as being the only heirefs of the 
Saxon race, and actually had them engraved and fet up on the 
monaftery of Dumfermling, of which fhe was the foundrefs, 
where they ftill remain. The crofs formée, or, in a field azure, 
was the Saxon enfign ; and therefore there is the greater a 
hood, 
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hood, not only that Edward the Confeffor, on his afcending the 
throne, took the imperial enfign of his late brother, rather than 
that he brought them as new-invented family arms from the 
Norman court; but alfo that Margaret of Scotland, in fupport 
of her claim to. the Englifh crown, would wear the imperial en- 
figns ufed by her grandfather, who had been king of England, 
and not fuch arms as had been firit affamed by her great uncle 
Edward the Confeffor, who had mounted the Englifh throne, in 
prejudice to the right of her father, and confequently to that of 
her brother, and of herfelf.’ 


Our author next traces the origin and inftitution of the of- 
fices of the conftable, marfhal, and earl-marfhal of England; 
delivering alfo the ftate of the concurrent and feparate func- 
tions, jurifditions, powers, authorities, rights, privileges, and 
dignities of thofe great officers. Some writers are of opinion, 
that the office of conftable was known to our Anglo-Saxon an- 
ceftors under the title of Stalhere, or Heretoch ; but Mr. Ed- 
mondfon fuppofes, with greater appearance of probability, that 
it was imported hither by William the Conqueror, who ap- 
pointed Ralf de Mortimer to be his firft conftable of England. 

Concerning the inftitution of marfhal, various alfo are the 
opinions which have been entertained. Mr. Edmondfon ob- 
ferves, that we find the word mar/bal ufed in the duchy of Nor- 
mandy for an officer vefted with authority, before William’s 
invafion of England ; and he thence infers, that it likewife was 
introduced at the Conqueft. It appears from old records, that 
feveral cfficers, in different departments, bore the title of mar- 
thal: there were marfhals of the king’s horfes, of his birds, 
and of his meafures, as vell as of his houfehold; the word 
marfhal anciently implying no more than being the dire@or, or 
having the overfight, charge, or ordering of a thing. 

Mr. Edmondf{oo informs us, that the earlieft patent by which 
the appellation of earl.was added to marfhal of England, is 
that of the 22th of January, in the ninth year of king Richard 
the Second, granted to Thomas Mowbray, earl of Nottinge 
ham. It appears, however, that the ftyle of comes marefcallus 
was far more ancient. Our author is of opinion, that this 
title arofe from the perfons on whom the office of marfhal was 
ufually conferred, being comites, or earls, at or before the time 
of their inveftiture ; the word comes, in thofe ages, being ufed 
as a diftin@tion of office and judicature, and not as a title of 
dignity. 

After giving a hiftorical detail of perfons who have held the 
offices of conftable and marfhal of England, the author recites 
the authority, jurifdi€iion, and funétions of each of thofe of- 


fices ; and afierwards proceeds to the origin of heralds, who. 


were appointed to aé& under the conftable and marfhal, in their 
Vou, L. Septe 1780. N T¢¢ 
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refpeGlive military and. ceremonial fun&ions, In treating of 
thofe, as of the preceding offices, our author continues to dif- 
cover minute and extenfive enquiries into Englith antiquities. 
For the fatisfafion of our readers, we fhall lay before them a 
part of what he has advanced relative to the high efteem in 
which heralds were anciently held, and the ufefulnefs of their 


office. 


¢ Although the various funétions ailigned to the heralds are 
alone fufficient to indicate the efteem in which they were held, 
yet further teftimonies of it are not wanting. Our kings, an- 
ciently, not only created them with their own hands, and with 
magnificent and expreflive rites, in the moft public manner, and 
on the moft folemn feitivals; but, in order that they might bear 
fome external and confpicuous tokens of their rank and charac- 
ter, inveited them, agreeable to the pra¢tice of other princes, 
with the royal military habit, or furcoats of the fovereign’s arms, 
the known fymbols of authority and honour; and commanded 
them to wear fuch furcoats, as enfigns of their office, when they 
were in the execution of any branch of their duty. Their per- 
fons, being thus habited and diftinguifhed, were kept facred and 
inviolable: they paffed with fafety through foreign dominions : 
enemies themfelves never prefumed to offer them any molefta- 
tion, violence, or rudenefs, even in times of war, in the field, 
or in the hour of battle; but, on the contrary, they were per- 
mitted free accefs to thofe princes with whom their fovereion was 
at variance: thofe princes received them kindly, entertained 
them nobly, and difmiffed them with a fafe-conduct to return 
into the dominions of the king their mafter, 
‘ Thofe pomps and folemnities, which added luftre to the 
courts of our ancient kings, were fo captivating and brilliant, 
that they foon fpread their influence over the whole of the nobi- 
lity, whofe pride and ambition prompted them to feize every 
opportunity of imitating and vying with their monarch in ftate 
and magnificence. Hence it was, that we find them in their 
funeral rites and ceremonies, as well as in the celebration of 
‘their marriages, chriftenings, and other feftivities, practifing the 
fame forms and grandeur as were obferved at thofe of the royal 
family. This cuflom opened a new field for the employment of 
the heralds. The management of all public fhows and triumphs 
was by the fovereign committed to their care and conduét ; con- 
fequently they could beft judge of the manner in which they 
ought to be exhibited: the heralds, being thus qualified, were 
‘ therefore, ufually engaged to form, regulate, and fuperintend 
fuch feltivities and folemnities as the nobility determined to have 
kept and perfarmed on any occafion refpecting their own fami- 
lies, or which they apprehended would redound to their honour 
and aggrandifément-— 
¢ Thefe parts*of heraldic employment have happily been fub- 
fervient to very important, and far other purpofes, than thofe 
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for which they were originally undertaken. Genealogical ta 
bles, and authentic pedigrees, regularly deduced, contain me- 
morials of paft tranfaétions and events ; and from them chrono- 
logers and hiftorians have drawn very confiderable affiftance : 
they have operated to the deteétion of frauds, forgeries, and im- 
poftures; cleared up doubts and difficulties; eftablifhed mar- 
riages; fupported and defended legitimacy of blood ; afcertained 
family alliances; proved and maintained affinity and confangui- 
nity ; vindicated and corroborated the titles of lands to their 
poffeffors ; and been of effential ufe in fettling claims and rights 
of inheritance, by furnifhing effeftual evidence. Such hath 
been, and ever muft be, their utility and authority, whilft they 
are framed with integrity and correétnefs, and authenticated by 
references to proper vouchers. 

¢ Time muft indubitably ftamp a ftill further value on fuch la- 
bours; and that value cannot fail of daily increafing more and 
more, as they in great meafure fupply the much-deplored dif 
ufage of inquifitiones poft mortem, and the neglect of funeral 
certificates. 

‘ The very learned and elaborate antiquary, John Anftis, Efq. 
garter king of arms, in his manufcript collections, relating to 
kings and heralds of arms, now in poffeffion of tle author, and 
which have furnifhed him with ample fupplies in the compiling 
of this work, very juftly obferves, that the moft common dif- 
tin¢tion of thefe officers hath been into claffes or degrees; 
viz. kings, heralds, and purfuivants of arms, which an inge- 
nious French author erroneoufly contends to be only different 
terms for one and the fame office; he being probably mifled by 
the practice in the Netherlands, of making no diflinétion be- 
tween a king and a herald of arms. It is certainly true, that all 
thefe three orders are ftyled heralds; which may not bea ver 
improper attribute to the kings of arms; becaufe the order of a 
herald is comprehended within that of a provincial king; the 
office of fuch a king having in it the Office of a herald, ex wi or- 
dinis, and fomething more; for, to be a herald, was but a ftep 
to the kingfhip, as the being a purfuivant, or a novice, was to 
the office of a herald. Thefe orders, or degrees, bear the ims 
prefs of a diftin& charatter; that is, the perfon who is created 
a king of arms is qualified with a new capacity to perform cer- 
tain functions, which, before that his new promotion, whilft he 
was only a herald, he had no power to do: but the purfuivants 
being only candidates, probationers, or noviciates, and not really 
officers, were therefore very improperly included under the term 
herald. 

* Some of the French writers imagine, that this appellation 
of ding was given to heralds, becaufe they attended on, and re- 
gulated military ceremonies: others attribute to them the ftyle 
of kings, becaufe they governed and prefided in ceremonies of 
tournaments, in like manner as the mafter of the ceremonies at 
Athens was therefore ftyled Baciwwéa. Mr. Glover, Somerfet 

Naz Herald, 

































































180 Edmondfon’s Complete Body of Heraldry. 


Herald, alleges, that the fovereigns of this realm never yet them-_ 
felves defcended'to the blazoning, defcribing, or afligning arms 
to any of their own fubjects, but aathorifed the provincial kings 
to give thofe tokens of honour to deferving perfons ; for which 
refpeci, they were at firft honoured with the title of kings of 
arms ; becaufe in giving and beftowing thefe fignifications of 
honour, they refembled the kingly prerogative. 

‘ This later notion implies, that Kings of arms are fo deno- 
minated from that part of their prefent duty, which confifts in 
granting and biazoning arms, or Coat-armours, and thence had 
the adjunct of arms beltowed on them; as alfo that the cuftom 
of granting arms by the then kings of -heralds, is as ‘ancient as 
their titles. It muft indeed be acknowleged, that the heralds 
have been for a very long time ftyled Aeraldi armorum, and He- 
raldi ad arma; but it doth not any where appear, that thefe 
kings had anciently that addition armorum given to them,. they 
being then called, as they truly were, Reges Heraldorum; which 
for the moft part continucd until about the reign of king Henry 
the Fourth, when they began to be entitled Reges armorum, ale 
though their primitive appeilation was alfo ufed for fome ages. 
The latter title of Reges armorum Was attributed to them, as will 
hereafter appear, before fuch time as thofe officers made any 
grant of arms. Poffibly the firft‘occafion of this alteration might 
be, io that, the heralds being anciently ftyled Heraldi armorum, 
or ad arma, thefe kings, for brevity fake, were likewiie termed 
Reges armorum, or ad arma, when their proper appellation truly 
was Reces Heraldorum ad arma. , 

© Probably the words armorum, or ad arma, attributed to the 
kings and heralds, might have the fame import as in Gentes ar- 
morum, Gens a’ armes, Homines ad arma, Servientes armorum, and 
ad arma, Scutifer ad. arma, Clentes armorum, and ad arma (a ti- 
tle fometimes given to heralds), Fratres armorum, Huiffiers d’armes, 
Arma militaria alicui are, Armiger qui arma militum feu eqaitum 
gerit, arma clamare, armis contendere, arma deponere, per arma jue } 
rare, &c. in all which expreffions, this word feems not to have 

any relation to coat-armour. From what is here obferved, a 
conjeClure may be offered towards explaining the words Genzil- 
homme de nom et d’armes, which often occur; to wit, that thefe 
latter words, de nom, fignify only a perfon of reputation; with- 
out reproach, anfwerable to the claflic import of nomen, and the 
old French word zom; and that a’armes doth not mean armory 
or coats of arms, but, as here joined, only a military man, or 
a foldier ; fince in old indentares of war we find efquires cove- 
nanting to ferve the crown, in their foreign expeditions, with a 
number, as it is exprefied, of bommés de nom et d’armes, who, by 
the {mallnefs of their wages, one fhould be apt to imagine were 
not perfons, ail .of them, entitled to coat-armour. In the like 
fenfe the words are underftood by Pere-Daniel in treating upon 
the ferjeants of arms, and their figures in armour {till remaining 
en the church of Saint Catharine in Paris: for he fays, that they 
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had their denomination of Serjeants d’armes from their being in 
armour, as Gens d’armes and bommes d’armes were the cavalry that 
had complete.armour.. 

“ Upon the whole, it may fairly be concluded, that heralds, 
being at firft military men, had, on that account only, the ad- 
dition of armorum, ad arma, and a’armes, and not upon any re- 
Jation to coats-armour, or enfigns of honour. In truth, coat- 
arms themfelves originally belonged to no other than military 
men, as Mr, Selden, in his Titles of Honour, hath fully proved.’ 


Mr. Edmondfon next traces, with his ufual precifion, the 
origin of ‘the various appellations of heraldic diftinGtion, fuch 
as Clarencieux, Norroy, and Garter, &c: kings of arms; after 
which he delivers, in the fame manner, an account of pur- 
fuivants, chevauchiers, curfores, dukes, ferjeants, ufhers, and 
marfhal of arms. Thofe fubjects are fucceeded by an account 
of the incorporation and regulations of the Englith officers of 
arms; with the proper method to be purfued in blazoning and 
marfhalling .armorial bearings ; and alfo ordinaries, charges, 
additions, and abatements of honour, marks of cadency, &c. 

We next meet with an explanatory account of affumptions, 
grants, augmentations, furrenders, exchanges, alienations, con- 
ceflions, and forfeitures of coat-armour; with an examination 
of the reafons ufually affigned for the arms of the wives ,of 
knights of the garter, and other orders, not being borne im- 
paled with thofe of their hufbands within the enfigns of their 
refpective orders. 

We fhall poftpone, till our next Review, the farther ex- 
amination of this work, which contains much curious infor~ 
mation, and many judicious remarks, relative to a number of 
official Englifh antiquities. 





The Duration of our Lora’s Minifiry particularly confidered: in Re- 
ply to a Letter from Dr. Prieftley on that Subje@, prefixed to bis 
Englith Harmony of the-Evangelifts, By William Newcome, 
D. D. Bifhop of Waterford. 12m0. 23. fewed. Longman.’ 


1+: Prieftley, in his Greek Harmony of the Evangelifts *, 
printed in 1777, maintains, that our Lord’s public mi- 
niftry did not continue much longer than one complete year. 
Dr. Newcome, on the other hand, in his Harmony of. the 
Gofpels +, publifhed in,1778, reckons four paffovers between 
our Lord’s baptifm and his crucifixion; and ‘confequently fup- 
pofes, that he exercifed his public office about three years and 
fix months: that is, about Ax months between his baptifm and 
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the firft paffover ; @ year more, if the feaft, John v. 1. be the 
paffover ; and a year and fifty days, if it be the feaft of pen. 
tecoft: a year, or a year wanting fifty days, to the paflover 
_ mentioned John vi. 4. and a Jear from that time to his cruci- 
fixion,: 

Some time after the appesraher of that work, Dr. Prieftley 
publifhed his Englith Harmony *, with a Letter prefixed to 
_ Dr. Newcome, in which he brings additional arguments in de- 

fence of his own hypothefis againft that of the bifhop ; but ex- 

© preffes his inclination to enter with his lordfhip into an amica- 
ble difcuffion of the queftion, The bifhop therefore, in this 
publication, ftates the arguments more at large, by which he 
endeavoured to afcertain the duration of our Lord’s miniftry ; 
and makes occafional obfervations on the reafoning of his op- 
ponent. 
It is agreed on all hands, that there are but a few obfcure 
dates in the facred hiftory, by which this controverfy is to be 
determined. Many of the queftions about the time which Je- 
fus paffed in particular places, from the nature of them, do 
not admit of a precife folution. ‘The prefumptive. arguments 
| affignable on each fide will leave room for a latitude of opi- 
nion ; and the conclufions will be matter of plaufible conjec- 
ture rather than the refult of folid reafoning. 

The greateft objefion to Dr. Prieftley’s hypothefis arifes 
from the improbability, that all the bufinefs of the evangeli- 
cal hiftory fhould be tranfaéted within the fpace of a year, or 
“a year anda few months, 

Upon this plan, a feries of tranfaGtions, which feems to have 
been fufficient for a whole year, is crowded into the compafs 
of fifty days ; and in that fpace of time + our Lord is fuppofed 
to have travelled four hundred miles, which is fcarcely con- 
— fiftent with his method of preaching the gofpel, and giving the 
world fatisfagtory evidence of his. divine miffion. In many 
places, as our author obferves, he mult have appeared and va- 
nifhed as a meteor. And this hypothefis will be attended with 
ftill farther difficulties, if we fuppofe, that a very confiderable 
- part of our Saviour’s a€tions and difcourfes are not recorded. 

An argument, on which Dr. Prieftley has laid particular 

- firefs, and which he thinks * almoft conclufive,’ is taken from 
the conje&ture of Herod, that Jefus muft have been John the 

' Baptift rifen from the dead. It is, he thinks, extremely im- 
robable, that Herod fhould not have been able to diftinguifh 
between John and Jefus, on the fuppofition of our Saviour’s 
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having preached fo long as two years before the death of the 
Baptitt. 
To this objetion our author replies : 


« May not the queftion be fairly afked, whether your fcheme 
js not as ftrongly affected by this difficulty as mine ? 

« We muft both fuppofe, that Jefus publicly wrought mira- 
cles at the firft paffover; that in Judea all men came to him ; 
that his difciples were more numerous than thofe of John.at that 
particular period ; and that Jefus’s fuperior fuccefs was known 
to the Pharifees. 

‘ We muft farther agree, that in Galilee Jefus preached very 
publicly, made many converts, was often attended by multi- 
tudes, and wrought a great number of aftonifhing miracles; and 
particularly, that he went about all Galilee, that he appointed 
the Twelve, and made a fecond circuit about Galilee in com- 
pany with them. But we allot very different portions of time 
for thefe extraordinary incidents: you affign about fix weeks for 
them, and | reprefent them as happening in about two years. 

‘ A fhort interval, very thick fown with uncommon events, 
feems more remarkable than a long one, through which the fame 
events are difperfed: and when the attendance of multitudes on 
an eminent perfon is hardly intermitted, a jealous governour, 
and his adherents throughout his dominions, are more likely to 
be alarmed with apprehenfions of tumult and fedition.— 

¢ The conclufivenefs of this argument may’ be invalidated 
many ways. It proceeds on the fuppofition that Herod moflly 
refided in his tetrarchy during the time in queftion; a fa& which 
cannot be proved. When Jofephus gives the charaer of his 
brother Philip, tetrarch of Iturea and Trachonitis, he obferves 
of him, as fomewhat remarkable, that he lived wholly in the 
country tributary to him. It muft alfo be fuppofed that the 
preaching of Jefus was in Herod’s neighbourhood. But who can 
prove that Herod did not ufually refide in Perea beyond Jordan? 
This diftri€t was part of his government, and lay entirely out of 
the way to Jerufalem: and IL believe that the chief or fole caufe 
of communication between one place and another in Paleftine, a 
country addicted to agriculture, was attendance on the national 
feafts. And itis not merely the fize of a country, but the in- 
tercourfe between places, which muft be confidered, when the 
queftion is, whether the knowlege of facts is likely to be propa- 
gated throughout it. In Perea Herod built Julias in honour of 
Auguftus’s daughter, that emperor having invefted him with the 
dominions which his father Herod had bequeathed to him. And 
Jofephus lays the fcene of John the baptiit’s death in the caftle 
of Machearus, fituated in the extremity of Perea towards the 

Arabian mountains: where it fhould feem, by téaur%, Mark vi. 
25, that Herod dwelt at the time when John was beheaded, 

¢ We find Herod remarkably attentive to the Romans. When 
Vitellius was fent againft Artabanus king of Parthia, and made 
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a truce with him at the Euphrates, Herod furnifhed a banquet 
for them at that river. Itis poffible that a vifitto a Roman go- 
vernour at Cefarea or Damafcus, or a journey to Rome it(elf, 
might occupy Herod during a great part of our Lord’s miniftry. 

* He was involved in a war with Aretas, king of Arabia, fa- 
ther to his firft wife, by thameleisly marrying, in the life time of 
her hufband, his niece Herodias, wife of his brother Philip; | 
whofe affections he won, with the greateft degree of unnatural 
bafenefs, while he was hofpitably received on his way to Rome, 
And it would be dificult to prove that he was not employed in 
training his forces for war, and fortifying his frontier cities of 
Perea, during part of our Lord’s flay in Galilee. Sir Ifaac New- 
ton thinks that Chrift alluded to Herod’s a€tual march of his 
army againit Aretas, Luke xiv, 31. but, according to Jofephus’s 
account, this event feems to have happened not long before the 
death of Tiberius. However, the difpute concerning the bor- 
ders of the iersitory about Gamala may have quickly fucceeded 
the domeilic caufe of enmity ; and 1¢ would naturally turn He. 
rod’s attention to the parts of his dominions eaftward of Jordan. 

‘ But let us confider this matter in another light. Jefus was 
remarkable for his lowlinefs and prudence. He fréquently for- 
' bad mento proclaim his charaéter and miracles: he retired into 
defert places, and avoided the multitude. It was not till after 
his fame had reached Herod, which might be occafioned by the 
preaching and miracles of the Twelve, that he fed large num. 
bers, and that they defigned to make hima king. So peaceable 
and unambitious a demeanour challenged not the notice of the 
civil powers; and was very unlike that of the infurgents, and 
enemies to the Romans, mentioned by Gamaliel. And though 
the Jewith rulers jealoufly attended to every thing that affected 
the national religion, and the good difciples of John obferved 
the conduct of him whom their mafter fo ftrongly recommended 
to their notice ; yet men of fecular views and employments might 
think the reports concerning Jefus exaggerations of the credu- 
lous vulgar, and might deem it unneceffary to tranfmit accounts 
of fuch tranfactions ; efpecially as there is reafon to fuppofe that 

retenders to. fupernatural powers were not uncommon at that 
feafon. The filence of friends might arife from prudence ; that 
of enemies, from contempt of a Galilean prophet, or from ine 
ability to accufe him, 

‘ In order to reconcile the evangelifts, not to account for 
Herod’s ignorance about Jefus, | fay, ** Herod firft doubted who 
Jefus was, but at length refelved that he was john the baptift 
rifen from the dead.” Upon which you thus obferve: ** A very 
extraordinary doubtrin the circamftances in which your lordfhip 

laces Herod; but a more extraordinary determination, after, 
what we muft {uppole, fome deliberation and enquiry.” 3 

* Now fiance Herod might equally have obtained a diftin& ac- 
count of Jefus, if he preached in his dominions a few weeks, as 
if he preached there many months; I do not fee how the doubt 


and 





















Bifoop of Waterford on the Duration of our Lord's Minifiry. 2s 


and determination are extraordinary in my hypothefis and plau- 
fible in your’s: as there might be ‘* fome deliberation’ and en- 
guiry” in. both cafes. | 

¢ [ muft obferve on Luke ix. 7. that fome befides Herod, 
when they heard of Jefus, thought that John was rifen. from, the 
dead: and therefore thefe alfo were flrangers to his perfon and 
miniftry before the death of the baptiff. ‘This opinion was like- 
wife adopted by many of the Jewith people. ‘* Whom fay the 
people that] am? ‘Fhey anfwering faid, John the baptift, &c,” 
Luke ix. 18, 19. Matth. xvi. 14. Mark viii. 28. Let us now 
fuppofe a Deift to take up your argument, and fay, that the 
evangelical hiftory confutes itfelf: Herod and many. others did 
not hear of certain tranfaétions reprefented as very public ; and 
therefore they cid not happen. Surely this would not be thought 
a ftrong kind of reafoning.. 

« I attend to the tenour of the gofpel hiftory, and follow where- 
ever it leads, Iam little concerned about the inattention or 
avocations of Herod and his friends ; about the ftrange doubts 
of caprice, or the jtrange refolves of a guilty confcience,’ 


It has been obferved, that fome of the ancient Chrifian 
writers maintained, that Chrift’s miniftry did not continue 
much longer than one year. Our author affigns two reafons 
for their adopting this notion. | 

1. They thought, that the three firft evangelifts recorded 
only our Lord’s aGions for one year after John’s imprifonment; 
ind they feem to have put this moft public part of Jefus’s mi- 
niftry for the whole of it, Eufeb. H. E. iii, 24. 

z. They imagined, that the extent of our Lord’s miniftr 
was limited by a paflage in. Haiah, lxi, 2. Thus fays Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus; ‘ That he muft preach only a year, it is 
thus written: * He fent me to preach the acceptable: year of 
the Lord.” Strom. i. 340. The Valentinians maintained the 
fame opinion om the fame grounds. | Vide Iren. ii, 33, 39. 

We have already obferved, that there are but few marks of 
time, refpecting the length of our Lord’s miniftry, in the facred 
hiftory. Our author however thinks, that there are feverdl 
bints in the three firft evangelifts (befides what we find in S¢, 
John’s fupplemental hiftory) in favour of his opinion. 


‘ The three firft evangelifts record Jefus’s public preaching in 
Galilee, immediately after his temptation; and they omit the 
firft paffover, and other intermediate events. But they all im- 
ply a paffover, after the imprifonment of Jobn, when they men- 
tion the plucking and eating of ears of corn *. St. Luke xiii. 
1. refers to fome national! feftival between the fecond and third 
paflover. There is alfo another implication of the pafchal fea- 

fon, when St. Mark fays, that the five thoufand, when they were 
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miraculoufly fed, fat down on the green grafs *, chap. vi. 39» 
‘St. Luke x. 38, xvii. 11. alludes to one or two of our Lord’s 
journies to Jerufalem, befides his laft; and, chap. xxiii. 5. res 
cords a reference to his preaching in Judea and Jerufalem. He 
and St. Matthew (Luke xiii, 34. Matt. xxiii..37.) fuppofe our 
Lord to have been often at Jerufalem; and the aftonifhment and 
fear of the Twelve, defcribed by St. Mark, chap. x. 32. imply, 
that Jefus had before incurred danger at Jerufalem. See John 
xi.’8. And our Lord’s words, Matt. xi. 12. ‘* From the days 
of John the baptift until now,” are better fuited to the opinion, 
that the baptiit’s imprifonment had taken place eight or ten 
months before, than about four weeks. 

¢ The parable of the fig-tree, which had been barren for three 
years, and was to be cut down unlefs by care and culture it bore 
fruit the fourth year, will certainly receive additional beauty, if 
we fuppofe that it refers to the time of our Lord’s preaching ; 
though I do not think it with Whilton “« next to a demonftration, 
that our Saviour’s miniftry did not laft lefs than four complete 
years, and in itfelf a thorough confutation of the Valentinian, 
and all other the like {chemes that fhorten it.” 

¢ Thofe who think Luke xiii. 32, 3. applicable to the years 
of Chrift’s miniftry, muft fuppofe that he was crucified in the 
third year of it: a day denoting a year in the words, ‘* Behold 
I caft out demons, and I do cures to-day and to-morrow ; and 
the third day I fhall be perfected.” 

‘ It is faid of Herod, that at the laft paffover he had defired 
to fee Jefus “ of a long feafon ;” which, according to your plan, 
will denote a fpace of fomewhat more than ten months, and ac- 
cording to mine, of fomewhat more than a year. 

¢ What force there is in Whifton’s fuggeftion, that our Lord’s 
words to Philip, ‘* Have I been fo long a time with you?” im- 
port a more protracted intercourfe than your fyitem admits, is a 
point which well deferves confideration. 

‘ This remark recalls to my memory a fimilar paflage, ‘* Are 
ye alfo yet without underftanding?’’ which you place not five 
weeks after the appointmentrof the twelve apoftles : but their at- 
tendance on Jefus for about a year, as the generality of har- 
monifts fappofe, affords better ground for expoftulation on ac- 
count of a flender progrefs in knowlege.’ 


It had been remarked by Dr. Newcome, that Jefus, from 
‘his baptifm to what may be fuppofed the fecond paffover, John 
v, 3. was fo employed in the great work of his miniftry, that 
he went not up to any Jewilh feaft, except that recorded John 
ii. Upon which Dr. Prieftley obferves, that he who exprefsly 
faid, it ** became him to fulfil all righteoufneis,” would not 
negle&t.fo important a duty of a Jew. And if his miniftry 
-lafied three years:and a half, he had furely time enough to at- 
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tend, &c. To invalidate the force of this argument, our au- 
' thor fhews, that it was not becaufe Jefus had not otherwife fuf- 
ficient time to difcharge the proper duties of his miniftry, but 
for reafons of expediency and prudence, that he did not ftatedly 
go up to Jerufalem at the four annual feftivals. See John vii. r, 


‘ The Jews, he fays, having fought his life (chap. v. 16. 18.) 
at the fecond national feaft, which he attended, he avoided fur- 
ther danger, till his miniftry drew towards a clofe: thus exem- 
plifying his own rules, ‘* When they perfecute yoo in one city, 
flee into another;” and, ‘* Thou fhalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God.” We learn from the gofpels how neceffary this precau- 
tion was; for both at the feaft of tabernacles, fix months before 
his death, and at the feaft of dedication, three months before it, 
he was compelled to preferve his life by a miracle (fee John viii. 
59-.X- 39s) Faéts which ftrongly illuftrate his prudence in ab- 
ienting himfelf from other feftivals, as I conclude from the filence 
of St. john, who feems particularly intent on relating our Lord’s 
actions at-Jerufalem.’ 


The author concludes with thefe general reflections ; 


‘ Confidering our Lord in the whole extent of his charaéter, 
I cannot but invert your words, and fay, that shree or four years 
feem a much more natural and probable period for his public 
miniftry than ome year. 
¢ A long feries of prophecies had preceded our Lord’s com- 
ing, and every former difpenfation had a manifeft fubferviency 
to his. He was ufhered into the world with great magnificence: 
‘anda prophet, yea‘and more than a’ prophet, went before’ him 
in the power and fpirit of Elias. But on account of his humble 
birth and: appearance, fo contrary to their preconceptions about 
the ‘Meffiah’s kingdom, the Jews’ were greatly alienated from 
him. And this alienation was encreafed by the neceflity. which 
he was under to oppofe the practices and doctrines of the leading 
‘feéts, to reprove their vices, to flight their traditionary obfery- 
ances, and,‘if poffible, to weaken their fcrupulous regard» for 
Mofes’s inftitutions, by performing beneficent miracles on the 
fabbath. However, the fate of the Jewifh people, whom God 
had fo eminently diftinguifhed, and at the profpeé of whofe de- 
ftruétion our Lord wept, depended on their admifiion or rejection 
of the Meifah.~ And even thofe who believed in Chrift, and 
the chofen‘few who attended. his perfon, were fo flrangely igno- 
rant,and prepoffeffed, that no fet of men could need to be miore 
diftinétly and repeatedly taught and admonifhed. Confidering 
thefe circumftances, a queftion may be raifed, though it always 
“becomes us to raife fuch queftions with the greateft diffidence, 
whether it feems agreeable to our notions of the divine wifdom 
and goodnefs, that the means of fuch important inftruction and 
conviction fhould be circumfcribed within the bounds of one 
. year, 
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¢. On this fuppofition a aie day, or the diftance of a place, 
‘will fometimes be a matter of great confequence in ‘the ‘narra- 
tive of our Lord’s life: in many parts he muft have appeared 
‘and vanifhed like a meteor ; and their inhabitants might have 
faid, | 
Oftendunt nobis hunc tantum fata, neque ultra 
Effe finunt. 
Tt might alfo have been objected in all ages, that his méracles 
and dogtrines had not heen fubjeéted to due ferutiny. 

‘ The learned Dr. Benfon was fo impreffed with the general 
idea here ftated, that in his Life of Chrift I:find him expreffing 
this fentiment in four different places. ‘* It was neceffary that 
eur Lord’s miniftry fhould be of fufficient length, that the at- 
tentive and well difpofed might have a fair opportunity to per- 
ceive how good and upright his life was; how complete his cha- 
racter ; how venerable and excellent his doétrine, and how full 
and abundant the evidences thereof.” <«* It was fit that Jefus’s 
miniftry thould continue fora fufficient length of time, to ma- 
nifeft what his life and doétrine were, and what the evidences 
of his divine.miffion.” ‘* It was fit that his miniftry fhould lat a 
fufficient length of time, for making his dotrine known, and 
fetting before the ag of men fatisfactory evidences of his di- 
vine miffion.” ‘* The miniftry of Jefus was to be of a fufficient 
Jength, for manifefting the fublime and illuftrious virtue of his 
life, and the evidences of his divine miffion.” Poe 


By thefe, and other fimilar arguments and obfervations, this 
learned and judicious writer fupports his opinion, refpecting the 
Duration of our Sayiour’s public Miniftry. The period, for 
which he contends, is the term commonly afligned to it by 
harmonifts. Many eminent writers, among whom is fir Ifaac 
Newton *; fuppofed, that there were traces of five paffovers 
inthe’ evangelical hiftory. Dr. Macknight thinks, that there 
might be fix, and that our Lord’s miniftry might continue five 
years, or five years and a half. ‘ Nay, fays he, ‘it may have 
lafted feveral years longer, on a fuppofition, that there; were 
paffovers in his miniftry, of which there is neither dire& men- 
tion made, nor any trace to be found in the, hiftory +.” This 
notion is by no means inconfiftent with facred hiftory, which 
intioates, that the evangelifts have given us only a faint fketch 
of our Lord’s life, and. not a full delineation. The hypothefis, 
adopted by our author, is a medium between the two éx- 
tremes, and feems to be the moft probable. 





* Obf, on Dan, p. 156. + Mackn. Prel. Obf, ii, 
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Some Obfervations relative to the Influence of Climate on Vegetable 
and Animal Bodies. By Alexander Wilfon, M.D. vo. ‘5% 
in boards. Cadell. 


T HIS treatife is divided into three parts; in the firft of 

which the author endeavours to prove, thata certain de- 
gree of the phlogiftic principle is univerfally neceffary to ve= 
getation, and that the component parts of bodies are difen- 
gaged by putrefagtion in a certain proportion to climate, 
which climate is always adequate to the re-application of the 
feparated parts, to form “new vegetables in the fame pro- 
portion. 

In the firft chapter of this part the author ftates the fubje& 
of his enquiry. The fecond chapter briefly evinces that air is 
neceffary to vegetation. The author obferves, that no plant 
will thrive in vacuo; and -that vegetables of all kinds receive 
from the atmofphere matters of fuch quality as are requifite for 
their vigorous growth, and by its affiftance difcharge their 
perfpiration according to their refpeGtive natures, and the 
climates-in which they are placed. A plant kept in a dry 
and pure air foon becomes languid, though regularly watered 
at the root. This, Dr Wilfon farther obferves, affords proof 
that pure water and pure air, alone, will not promote a health 
ful and vigorous vegetation ; the evident change which takes 
place in plants fo circumitanced, after a warm reftefhing 
fhower, evincing their having received fomething befides moi- 
{ture at the root. , 

The third chapter treats of the ingredients in the air necef= 
fary to vegetation. ‘The author obferves, ONE 

* Iris a well-known fa@, that air which hath been refpired 
by animals is rendered unfit for the continued refpiration.of the 
fame, or any other animal, by being loaded with phlogifton. 
Dr. Prieitiey hath fhewn, that when this air is deprived of ‘its 
over-charge of this principle, it is again fit for refpiration: his 
experiments, with thofe‘of Dr. Ingenhoufz, have alfo made it 
evident, that plants retain it as a proper and healthful food, 
which: they abforb with the common atmofpherical air, and that 
the action of vegetables, expofed to the light of the fan, fits 
that fluid again for the purpofes ‘of animal life, by difcharging 
we impregnated air they inhaled-im a pure, dephlopifticated 

ate, 

‘ The air which is detached from putrid ‘vegetable-and ani- 
mal fubitances feems only improper for refpiration by the quan- 
tity of phlogifton it contains ; confequently as that which ren- 
ders dir noxious to animals makes it falutary to vegetables, we 
fuppofe it is this principle contained in natural rains which fa 
much increafes the growth of plants, | 
- ‘ It 
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¢ It is this phlogifton that gives a particular fulphureous 
fmell,: fometimes: obfervable even in this country after long 
droughts.in the heat of fummer, which .refembles the air of a 
room highly impregnated with ele€tric matter. In the tropical 
Jatitudes this fmell is often fo ftrong as to become. very difagree- 
able, particularly when the rains fet in after a confiderable du- 
ration of dry weather. 

¢ Phlogifton hath an affinity with ‘water, and alfo with the 
air contained in water, which promotes their union in the at~ 
mofphere, either in its defcent, or when fupported in the form 
ef vapour, which being condenfed into rain, and falling on the 
fiems and foliage of plants, is abforbed by them, and makes a 
principal ingredient in their compofition: what efcapes contact 
in this way finks into the ground, and is probably taken up by 
the roots of the plant. 

¢ From this view it is evident, that differently impregnated 
atmofpheres muft affect vegetation very: differently, and ‘from 
this caufe feems to arife the fuperior fertility of lands clofe to 

reat towns, with lefs manure and labour than thofe of the 

me quality ata greater diftance from fuch places of warmth 
and putrefaction, by which the diffolution of bodies is accom- 
plifhed, and that phlogifton difengaged which impregnates the 
furrounding atmofphere, 

¢ The air of the Sugar Iflands is fo highly replete with this 
principle, that many plants of quick growth, which have very 
few roots attaching them to the foil, are fupported by it; the 
woroot, avine of rapid growth, has not the fmalleft hold of 
the foil, and a part of it cut and flung on any old wall, or 
tree, will vegetate vigoroufly, if in a warm and not over-dry 
fituation.’ 


In the fourth chapter Dr. Wilfon urges the probability that 
phiogifton and electric matter are modifications of the fame 
principle. In order to eftablifh this do&rine, he obferves that 
in every climate the degree of vegetation is proportionable to 
that of putrefaction ; and that the quantities of lightning in 
different countries alfo keep pace with the progrefs of putre- 
faGtion in them. He farther obferves, that in thofe countries 
which are remarkable for the rapidity of their vegetation, and 
the quick progrefs of putrefa&tion, fuch as Surinam, Ifaac- 
cape, the Spanifh Main, and the fouthern parts of America, 
lightning is more abundant and frequent than in countries 
equally woody in more. northern latitudes. In the northern 
regions, about Greenland, there is hardly any lightning after 
fummer; and in Nova Zembla, yet farther north, thunder is 
fearce known. Dr. Wilfon obferves, that the great quanti- 
ties of lightning in hot countries feem to arife from the quick 
diffolution of bodies, by which the phlogifton is difengaged ; 
and that'in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean lightning is feldom 

fees, 
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feen. This fast, he remarks, furnifhes a ftrong argument, 
that the fame phlogifton which conftituted a part of the 
compofition of bodies, is lightning when difengaged from 
them. 

The fifth chapter treats of the caufes of putrefaftion. Heat, 
it is generally admitted, is abfolutely neceffary to the progrefs 
of putrefa&tion; but the latter is greatly accelerated by phlo- 


gifton and lightning, and Dr. Wilfon adduces experiments to . 


prove that it is alfo very much promoted by the conta& of the 
lunar rays. 


¢ About the latitude of 11 degrees north, fays he, in the 
month of February, a thin piece of frefh beef, about four ounces 
weight, and perfectly found, was cut in two equal parts, and 
kept in the fame temperature from mid-day to feven o’clock in 
the evening ; one of the pieces was then covered with a box, 
which did not admit a particle of light; the other was {pread 
open, and expofed to a bright and full moon. They were both 
left in this ftate till next morning, at which time the covered 
piece fhewed not the fmalleft fign of putrefaction, while the 
other fmelt ftrongly. By two o’ciock the fame day the found 
piece began to {mell, but that which had been expofed to the 
lunar rays was much further advanced in putrefaction. 

« Faéts of this kind are fo generally known in thofe cli- 
mates, that the fifhermen, who are out all night, take care to 
prevent the rays of the moon from fhining on the fith they catch; 
yet notwithftanding their precautions, thofe taken in moon-light 
become putrid confiderably fooner than others taken in the day- 
time, or when there is no moon-fhine. For inftance, two fifh 
of the fame kind, and nearly of the fame fize, were taken; one 
was killed about twelve o’clock in the day, and the other at fe- 
ven o’clock in the evening; the firft was put into a cellar from 
which the light was excluded, the laft lay all night expofed to 
the full moon: at feven o’clock next morning both difcovered 
figns of putrefaGtion, and by two o’clock the fame day that 
which was firft killed fmelled ftrongly ; while the other, which 
was killed feven hours after, and expofed to the moon-light, 
{melled as ftrong, and feemed more diffolved.’ 


Our author feems juftly to afcribe this effe& to the conta& of 
the lunar rays, and not to the atmofphere, from obferving that 
no perceivable effect follows when the rays of the moon are 
excluded from conta& with the animal matter.—He informs 
us that he made various experiments to afcertain whether the 
conta& of the lunar rays produced fimilar effects on dead ve- 
getable fubftances, but the confequences were not remarkable 5 
the flow progre(s of putrefaction in vegetable bodies, and the 
difficulty of keeping them in an equal {tate of moifture, making 
fuch experiments tedious and uncertain. 

The 
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The fixth chapter relates to the effe&ts of moon-light on . 
growing vegetables. Between the tropics, we are told, it has 
long been a general opinion, that moon-fhine, or the cuntaé& 
of the lunar rays, ripens fruits, and accelerates the growth of 
plants; an opinion which alfo prevails among the people of 
our own country, To afcertain the reality of this fa&, Dr. 
Wilfon and others made feveral experiments, from the ge- 
neral refult of which they were led ‘to conclude in its favour. 


¢ About a dozen young cabbage plants grew together in the 
fame bed; fix of them of equal vigour with the reft were co- 
vered up every night, foon after fix o’clock, with a box which 
admitted no light, from fix days after the change to fix days af- 
ter the full moon, and were uncovered every morning about, or 
foon after fun-rife, while the remaining plants were allowed a free 
expofure to the rays of the moon. 

‘ Thofe which were uncovered had evidently the advantage of 
the covered ones, ‘The experiment was repeated with lettuces, 
and the advantage at the beginning was evidently in favour of 
thofe put under cover, by way of equivalent for want of the noc- 
turnal humidity; yet notwithftanding, in two weeks, they were 
exceeded in fize and beauty by thofe which ftood expofed. 

‘ This was a point rather too nice to be determined by the re- 
fult of one or two experiments; we therefore concur in the ge- 
neral idea, from finding that every trial, and inquiry, tended 
more or le{s to prove the opinion founded on fad.’ 


The author obferves, that as putrefaGion is undoubtedly ac- 
célerated in dead animal bodies by the contaé& of lunar rays, 
there is great reafon to fuppofe it will forward the growth of 
plants. For every feptic, we know, promotes vegetation, and 
every thing that promotes vegetation is more or lefs a feptic 
when applied to dead vegetable or animal bodies, 

The feventh chapter mentions the difcovery made by the 
abbé Nollet, that electric matter, properly applied, accelerates 
the growth of vegetables ; a faét which our author alfoconfirms 
by an experiment, and urges asa farther proof that phlogifton 
and ele&tric matter are the fame. 

In the eighth chapter the author affigns a reafon why light- 
ning is lefs frequent, and growth lefs luxuriant in the Weft 
India fugar iflands than on the continents in the fame lati- 
tudes. Dr. Prieftley, he obferves, has proved that contaé and 
moderate agitation with water depurates phlogifticated air, and, 
like vegetation, renders it fit for the purpofes of animal life, 
Qur author remarks that fmall iflands retain but fmall quan. 
tities of air, and the trade winds which blow continually over 
them are depurated by conta&t:with the farface of avery ex- 
tenfive fea, by which they are enabled to unite with, and ab- 
forb 











forb the phlogifton difengaged from bodies on the land, and 
carry acertain proportion of it from thofe iflands. In cone 
firmation of the hypothefis above mentioned, he farther obferves 
that there is an evident difference, in refpeét of lightning and 
vegetation, between fmall and large iflands; and that even on 
the fea-coalt of the fame iflatid vegetation is flower, and light- 
ning lefs frequent, than in the more interior parts, where the 
air is lefs agitated, and more impregnated, by being lefs ex- 
pofed to the contact of the depurated fea air. 

In the ninth chapter Dr. Wilfon prefents us with a probable 
conjecture why on the fouth of the equator, in equal degrees of 
latitude, it is much colder than on the north; an obfervation 
which has been frequently made by voyagers. 


* The different quantities of phlogifton, fays he, difengaged 
by putrefaction in any two extenfive diftriéts of the globe, 
equally fituated as to latitude, depends on the quantity of land 
inveach diftri€t, its height and regularity of furface, and the 
manner in which it is clothed with vegetables, and ftocked with 
animal bodies ; and in which-ever the furfaces are moft flat, and 
thefe produ€tions moft abundant, the air will there be mott 
highly impregnated, or phlogiiticated, and in proportion warm, 

« When we take a view of the fouthern and northern he- 
mifpheres of the earth, the land on the north is found equal to 
one half its whole furface, and the waters in many places are fo 
interfperfed with it, that they may be confidered as narrow ine 
lets, over which the impregnated land air pafles without being 
fo totally depurated as in wider feas. Even the moft extended 
part of the northern ocean has many confiderable iflands {cate 
tered through it, from the furfaces of all which vegetable and 
animal bodies afe continually fuffering a decompofition by pu« 
trefaction. 3 

‘ To the fouth, is an immenfe extended fea, without any 
large bodies of land, except the capes of Good Hope and Horn, 
and the lands of New Zealand, New Holland, and New Gui« 
nea, all of which are not equal to more than one-fourth, or pere 
haps one-fifth part of the furface of the fouthern hemifphere. 
The firft extends not far to the fouth, is mountainous, and nar- 
row at its extremity: the fecond of thefe capes is alfo very high 
Jand, and runs much further fouth, but draws towards a poiat 
at its extremity. which is barren, 

‘ Thefe lands are fituated at a vaft diftance from each other 3; 
confequently the winds which are about them, and blow over 
them, are in a more depurated flate than fimilar winds in equal 
latitudes on the ‘north of the-equator, New Zealand, New 
Holland, and New Guinea, are at too great a diftance from the 
Capes of Good Hope and Horn to influence the temperature of 
the air about them. Secondly, the rays of the fun, which fall 
@n water, give no heat to that water, anlefs they meet fome 
Vor. L. Sept, 1780. * Q opaque 
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opaque body, by which they are refieéted or retained. The 
{fame rays, fo converged by a concave, or convex lens, that the 
focal point falis within the body of the water, communicates no 
heat to it; but if an opaque fubftance is introduced into the 
water, and the focal point made to fall on its furface, it will 
immediately be acted upon. Hence we-may fuppofe a large proe 

ortion of the fun’s rays are loft in the fouthern hemifphere, as 
all that are not reflected from the furface, but pafs into the body 
of the ocean, muft lofe’ moft of their power before they can be 
fuppofed to reach: the bottom; whereas, in the northern he- 
mifphere, the large proportion of land affords a vaftly greater 


furface of opaqae matter for the reflection of the rays of the 
‘fun. 


‘ If to thefe caufes of cold we add that produced by evapo- 


ration from fuch extenfive feas, the fa& will appear tolerably 
well accounted for. 


‘ Lightning, in the fouthern hemifphere is found lefs frequent 


than in the northern, which circumftance renders the above {o- 
lution ftilt more probable.’ 


The tenth chapter takes notice of the effe&t. of great and 
fudden changes of climate on vegetables. When plants are re- 
moved from cold climates to the torrid zone, they foon become 
fickly ; occafioned, as Dr. Wilfon fuppofes, by an atmofphere 
too much abounding with phlogifton, and which fupplies this 
principle too faft for their powers of affimilation. When plants 
are carried from hot climates to countries of an oppofite tem- 
perature, their fibres are contracted, and their pores fhut up 
by the cold, which difables them from difcharging their per- 
fpiration. Abforption, our author obferves, is thereby pre- 
vented, and matter for vegetation being lefs abundant in fuch 

, an atmofphere than in their native climate, they die from lan- 
guid circulation and want of food. 

In the eleventh chapter the author urges the probability that 
without fome degree of phlogifton no plant will vegetate, The 
twelfth treats of the operation of manure in promoting vege- 
tation; in the thirteenth the author obferves that foil is im- 
proved by expofure ; in the feurteenth he recites fome obferv- 
ations relative to the moon’s attraélion ; and in the two fub- 
fequent chapters he treats of the tides, with the reafon why 
they are not in general fo apparent between the tropics. as 
beyond them, towards the poles. In the feventeenth and 
eighieenth chapters Dr. Wilfon applies the theory. of the moon’s 
influence to the air, and fhews how the perpendicular, preffure 
of the atmofjhere is kept up, notwith{tanding the tendency of 
the moon’s attraétion to diminifh it; explaining afterwards the 
effe& which he fuppofes the motion of the air has on the growth 

of vegetables. In the twentieth chapter he endeavours to thew 
: . Pe that 














that vegetation is proportioned to thofe caufes in different clis 
mates ; and in the twenty-firft he obferves, that the moon’s in- 
fluence.on vegetables is counteraé&ed by cold. The author’s 
theory is, that perfpiration is the caufe of ‘circulation and ab- 
forption in plants, and confequently, that growth can only 
take place in ‘proportion to the degree of thofe effets. In ‘the 
next chapter he endeavours to confirm this theory by the fol« 
lowing ‘fads. 

_ © In the tropical latitudes there is generally 4 fall of more of 
lefs rain at each change and full moon, unlefs the weather be 
exceedingly dry; and even ‘then it feldom paffes without a 
sours fky, and ‘evident’ changes in ‘the ftate of the atmo- 

ere. ; 

ff In thefe climates, if timber of the hardeit kind is cut at 
either new or full moon, it-is found more.full of, moifture, or 
fap, than at other times, which foon decays the wood by running 
(we fuppofe) into a kind of fermentation; whereas if the fame 
kind, of timber, is cut. when the moon is in her quarters, it will 
be found more folid, and of greater duration. This is generally 
confidered jn the torrid zone asa faét, by thofe who cut and 
prepare hard wood for fale, and from many of them we have 
this information. 

« The manufacturers of caftor oil in fome of the Sugar Iflands 
gather the nuts at change and full moon, and generally find 
them yield from a fifth to a fourth more at thefe times, than 
when the moon.is in her quarters. This information we alfo have 
from the manufacturers themfelves. 

_ _ © In tranfplanting trees in thefe climates, if it is done at the 
quarters, they feldom fucceed, or at leaft they continue languid 
and feeble for a long time ; but if done at either the change or 
full exactly, they genetally thrive well; and this we fuppofe to 
arife from the following caufes : 

‘ Before the change and full the dilatations are daily growing 
greater, by which a too copious difcharge is made before the 

lant can draw from the earth any fu ay wheréas after the 
net or full the dilatations are daily diminifhing, and the 
plant is not by over-perfpiration exhaufted of the large fhare of 
juices with which it was filled -by its greateft dilatations, before 
taken from its former place of growth. 

‘ In thefe countries it is alfo afferted (particularly among the 
French, who are generally more attentive to thefe minutie than 
the Englifh), that the period of the moon fhould regulate the 
planting of moft feeds, and gathering of herbs for medical 
purpofes. ‘That thefe periods are by them attended to, in 
planting and gathering, is an undoubted fact; and the gene- 
rality of the praGtice is a ftrong prefumption in favour of its 
juftnefs. 

© If we confider that aftonifhing power which plants poffefs 
when influenced, by light, we are naturally led to view thefe 

O 2 . 
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- affertions with a greatér degree of faith; for it is impoffible te 
fay 4 priori, what effe&t light and darknefs may have in diminifh- 


ing or increafing the qualities of plants.’ 


The author afterwards alledges the reafons why vegetables 
are lef@ capable of fupporting changes of climate than ani- 
mals; and in the conclufion of the.firft part of the treatife he 
draws the following inferences :_ in the,firft place, that a cer- 
tain degree of phlogifton is neceflary to. yegetation, and that 
the quantity difcharged in any given diltri& of the globe is ex- 
aétly in proportion to the degree of folar and lunar influence 
in that diftri@. Secondly, that the aétion of, manure in pro- 
moting vegetation bears a certain proportion to the quantity of 
phlogiftic. matter contained in thofe manures; and that foffil 
feptics aét by promoting the putrefaétion of vegetable and ani- 
mal bodies, which feparates the component parts, and by that 
means only aé& as manures, Thirdly, that the growth of 
plants is affe€ted by‘climate, in proportion to the degree of 
light and perSpiration which refults from the fun dnd moon’s 
joint influence. * — 

We fhall defer till our next Review an account of the two 
fucceeding parts of this treatife ; obferving only at prefent, that 
while the aathor feems to have. paid great attention to concife- 
nefs, he has carefully avoided obfcurity ; and his conclufions 
on the variety of interefting fubje&s which occur, appear to be 
well fupported either by the obfervations and experiments made 
by himfelf, or other ingenious enquirers. 


_ 





Three Difcourfes: I. On the Progrefs af Religious and Chrifiian 
Knowledge. By William Enfield, LL.D. JI. On Rehgious 
Zeal; with a Comparative View of the Protefiant Difenters of 
the laft and prefent Age. By Richard Godwin. J//. On the 
Charader, Offices; and Qualifications of the Chriftian Preacher. 
By Philip Holland, 8we, 35.64. boara;, Johnfon, 


THs publication contains three Difcourfes, which feem to 
have been preached at the ordination of fome diffenting 
minifters. ‘They are printed in the fame volume, becaufe, as 
we are informed in the preface, the authors are nearly agreed 
in their general views, and wifh to appear in the world as 

friends, united in the fupport of an important common caufe, 
In the firft Dr Enfield has marked the gradual progreis. of 
religious and Chriftian knowledge, noticed the obftruaions, 
which have retarded this progrefs,. and fuggefted the means.by 
which it may be promoted. , 3 
, ¢ The 
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The caufes, which, Dr, Enfield thinks; have chiefly con- 
tributed to retard the good’ work of reformation, are, firft, the 
appointment of fubfcriptjon to articles of faith, as the term of 
admiffion into every ngtional church ; and, fecondly, the pro- 
penfity, which has always prevailed among the vulgar, to pre- 
fer a religion, which either captivates the fenfes and imagi- 
nation, or agitates and inflames the paffions, to one which is 
immediately addreffed to the underftanding and the moral prin- 
ciple, and has no other obje& than to make men wile and 
virtuous. 

The former of thefe arguments has been often infifted on 
by thofe, who cenfure our prefent ecclefiaftical eftablifiment. 
But it is by no means evident, that the appointment of fub- 
fcription to articles of faith has retarded the propagation of 
genuine Chriftianity. If the doétrines of the Trinity, original 
fin, predeftination, tranfubftantiation, and the like, had been 
left in medio, to be received or rejected at the pleafure of every 
individual, it is moft probable, that they would not have been 
fo frequently and fo accurately examined. The zeal of op- 
pofite parties has been produétive of many learned difqui- 
fitions, and greatly contributed to the dete&ion of erroneous 
tenets, and the rational interpretation of the Scriptures, If 
no fubfcription had been required, there might indeed have 
sbeen more candor, moderation, and charity, among perfons 
of different perfuafions: but this moderation perhaps would 
have been very little better than a general indifference, with 
refpe&t to fuch theological queftions. We fhould have had 
fewer controverfies; but we might have had lefs -know- 
lege of Chriftianity, more implicic faith, and more fuperfti- 
tion. Men of learning would have been under no reftrictions ; 
but the body of the people would have had no _ barrier 
againft Popery ; and, upon the whale, we might have had a 
more heterogeneous and. defeétive fyftem than we have at 
prefent.: 

The other obfiru@ions to the progrefs of pure. religion, 
which our author mentions, are, ‘the blind zeal, or the inte- 
refted artifices of modern enthufiafts, a fpirit of inattention 
and indifference with refpect to religion, a love of eafe and 
pleafure, and the .iafluence of popularity and ambition. 
‘ Great attempts in the work of reformation, he obferves, are 
to be expected from thofe only, who have eftablifhed their 
principles on the firm:bafis of free enquiry, who are duly fen- 
fible of the importance ef moral and religious knowlege, and 
who, at the fame time, poffefs inflexible integrity, a bold and 
enterpriling genias, and an invincible independence of fpirit.’ 
O03 We 
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We may add, that a competent fhare of prudence, is a very 
neceflary qualification for a fucce(sful réformer. 

In the fecond difcourfe Mr. Godwin endeavours to revive the 

dying fpirit of religious zeal, to diftinguifh it from its counter- 
feit, bigotry, and to aflift and regulate-its exertions. 
_ This writer, while he does juftice to the character of the 
proteftant diffenters, in the Jaft and the prefent age, points 
out fome of thofe frailties and follies, with which they have 
been chargeable, The piQure is well drawn, and not unlike 
the original. 


¢ The diligent and impartial inquirer, however candid, muft 
acknowledge that the Proteftant Diffenters, in lefs time than 
even half a century paft, were, in general, auftere in their tem- 
per and manners; that they patated religion with a gloomy af- 
pet; betrayed «a {pirit of fingalarity and oppofition in trifles ; 
were exceflive and almoft indi{criminate in their inyeCtives againft 
pleafure ; laid too much ftrefs upon modes and opinions ; made 
too little allowance for human infirmities; fixed too high a vVae 
Tue upon long and frequent retirements for the fake of de- 
votional exercifes in private; placed 4s much too low the ftan- 
dard of the moral virtues, thofe efpecially which are humane, 
enerous, and, of allothers, the moft engaging; confined al- 
soft all their approbation and good will to the people of their 
own feet; difcovered an over-weening conceit of: their own {pie 
ritual attainments; and—what is ftill worfe than all the ‘oheadd 
that there were undoubtedly inftances of thofe who put on the 
{emblance of a rigorous piety to atone for, conceal, and give 
{uccefs to heinous immorality,’ 


Dr. Enfield might have placed this unfociable, ftubborn, 
and gloomy difpofition, among his obfirudtions to the pro- 
grefs of pure religion. It has certainly operated more fatally, 
wherever it has prevailed, than all the fubfcriptions. which 
have ever been introduced. 

In recommending the proper obje&ts of zeal, he has thefe 
jut remarks on the abfurdity of thofe fanatics, who depreciate 
morality ; 


¢ Their moft common and fuccefsful method hath been, to 
caft invidious reflections vpon a general term, a mere word; 
morality, according to them, is a meager, defpicable thing. 
But let morality only be analifed into its effential parts, and 
the futility and’ injuftice of the invective will immediately ap- 
pear. What, for inftance, can be objected againft jaftice, 
fidelity, meekuels, humility, moderation, benevolence, and the 
whole circle of the moral virtues? Againft thefe the moft aban- 
doned and defperate blafphemers have never dared to bring a 
direft accufation. Thefe have always been juftly efleemed u 
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the foundation, chief ornament, fecurity and happinefs of all 
the belt fyftems of civil government which were ever eftablifhed 
in the world, and of all the larger and lefler affociations’ of 
men.’ 


Here, by the way, we may fuggeft an obfervation in favour 
of the great Author of our religion. He has not, as would 
have been very natural in an ordinary Jew, inftituted a num- 
ber of frivolous and unimportant ceremonies; nor has he, as 
would have’been equally natural in a fanatic, depreciated mo- 
rality as a meagre and defpicable thing. But he has delivered 
a fyftem of the pureft morality, which addreffes itfelf to the 
underftanding, the confcience, and all the nobleft powers of 
the foul. His precepts have ftood the teft of feventeen hun- 
dred years; and no human genius has ever yet improved the 
Chriftian fyftem, or fuggefted any one article, more conducive 
to.the glory of God, or the benefit of mankind; whatever falls 
fhort of the purity of the gofpel is erroneous or defective ; 
whatever goes beyond it, is vifionary and romantic. 

In the third difcourfe Mr. Holland takes occafion to remind 
his brethren of the nature and obligation of their office; and 
to offer fuch hints of advice, as appeared moft important, 
feafonable, and beft adapted to render the Chriftian mi- 
niftry productive of the intelletual and moral improvement of 
mankind. With this view he mentions the moft interefting 
topics, on which the preacher may properly and advantageoufly 
employ his attention. 

Among a variety of ufeful remarks on this fubje& he mentions 
the advantages, which a preacher may derive from a due at~ 
tention to the works of God. 


_ © Tt is afmall portion only of the works of nature, which 
falls under the notice of man; and there is not any part, of 
which he can have a full comprehenfion: but wherever he turns 
his eyes, he will fee the plaineft marks of a prefiding intelli- 
gence, and of the moft wife and benevolent purpofes. Ap- 
pearances of evil, it is true, as well as of good, will rife up be- 
fore his fight, in the progrefs of his enquiries; but ic will not 


be difficult for him to determine, which “is the charater of the * 


workmanfhip. Thofe things which, on the firlt view, appear 
to be marks of imperfection, and prefumptions againft a pre- 
vailing, good defign, a more careful examination will difcover 
to be real perfeétions, and inftances of the. good order, of 
which a general view of the whole will eafily convince the cane 
did inquirér. Ain acquaintance with the works of the ancients,’ 
will fupply a long lift’ of fuppofed faults in the conftitation and 
government of the univerfe ; but it is remarkable, that the more 
accurate inquiries, and the more enlarged knowledge of fuc- 
ceeding ages, have difcovered the propriety of what had beea 
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beforeicondemned:; and foundout very preat advantages in the 
very. things ,: which i‘had. been pitched upon as inftances of a 
doubtfulomevib defign. “This fhould teach us to ‘be ‘very cau. 
tious, how weicenfure Nature and Providence ;'and will afford a 
fait prefumption, that allimprovements in natutal knowledge 
will ftrengthen the evidence for religion, and produce a gtowing 
convigtion,' thatthe general happinefs is the defign and end of 
the whole; :and of every part.’ 


‘The author obferves, that thefe hints may lead to, a fatis- 
factory anfwer to. the objeétions, which have beem, made by 
Hume and others, to the belief of a wife and benevolent defign 
in, a}l the, works, of the creation. 

olt has been alleged, that there is no complete fyftem of mo- 
Fality or do@rine in the difcourfes of Jefus and his immediate 
followers, ‘To this aur author replies : 


© A little attention beftowed on the fubje& will perhaps con~ 
vince us, that icis not poflible to. reduce the perfe&t morality 
‘of the New Teftament to method,.or to comprehend: its obli- 
ations within the bounds of any fyftem of precepts. 

“© Where there is no other defign than the regulation of the 
‘external conduc, it will be-no difficult matter to give all the 
Tequifite rules, and to seduce them to writing, But this being 
apart only of what Chriltianity intends, it 1s lefs to be wone 
dered at, if this be infufficient for its purpofe. The regulation 
of the heart, the government of the temper, the cultivation and 
exercile of the beft and moft amiable difpofitions, are its ob- 
jefts 5 and to thefe no written law can be adequate, It may be 
an eafy matter to defcribe the charaéter which fhould be main-~ 
tained, and to point out the offices to which it dire&ts; but a 
perfect enumeration of the particulars included in it, cannot be 

gade in any: human language, 
_..¢ tis, preferibed to us, for inftance, to be grateful for the 
benefits which we have received from God or man ;' and.a re~ 
cital is made of the favours which have been fhewn us, fo as to 
produce a grateful di/poftion, But can any one ever reckon 
up all the ways, in which gratitude fhould exprefs itfelf? It is 
eafy to fay, Confider what you are able to do to. promote the 
jntereft‘or the fame, the prefent or the future advantage of your 
penefator ; but to mention all the numberlefs attentions which 
gorateful heart will thew, to point out al] the methods of ferv- 
jng and pleafing ‘whicn it will feek, is plainly impofiible, Con- 
fider,; again, the more comprehenfive affetions of the love of 
Our neigabour, and:the love: of God; and they will appear to 
take. ajyseater compafs, and to include more particulars in them, 

than any words can exprefs, 

__* There is.a Jaw, more ancient, more venerable, more pers 
fe&t, than the laws of Zaleucus, of Charondas, of Solon,..or 
Minos; it is not indeed to be equalled by any written. infti» 
| | | ~ $pthons 5 
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tutions; it.is,.in, a.word, the. law.of God, and alone deferves 
the charaéter, given, it, bya great king, that ** itis perfe&t.” It 
is written-by the finger of God, not on tables of ftone or brafs, 
bat on the living tables of the human heart., The language of 
other codes is, This thou-fhalt do, from this or this thou thalt 
abftain. . This-enjoins it;on every man to forbear every unjuft, 
every unkind action, and to attend to every office of juftice and 
charity ; and refers it to his ingenuity, alone to determine how 
far he is to proceed: rather indeed it fhews him, that the aéts 
of virtue which it requires are innumerable; and that the degree 
of it which he fhould place before his eyes, as the objet of his 
defires and endeavours, cannot be defined. The man who lives 
by thefe rules, is one who ftands ever prepared’ for fuch pious 
and charitable a¢tions, as he bas it in his power to perform; 
who gives into no indulgences, allows of no appetites or paffions 
which interfere with theie facred obligations, and values and at- 
tends to every inftrumental duty in proportion to its fubferviency 
to them. 
© Itis obvious, that every fyftem of morals, every religious 
inftitution, is ufeful and excellent, only fo far as it calls u 
the attention of mankind to thefe grand duties. Jn this refpe&, 
with what a diftinguifhing excellence does the Chriftian religion 
offer itfelf to our view ? ‘lhe firft lines of this mafter-fcience are 
drawn by the inftructions of Jefus, and, efpecially in the light 
which his example refle&ts upon them, with fuch clearnefs and 
ftrength, chat whofoever will give himfelf the trouble to trace 
them out, will find them a fure and fafe rule in all the varieties 
ofhaman life. This appears to be a juft view of the Chriftian 
{cheme of morals ; and a method of confidering it, which will 
be attended with many advantages.’ 


‘The ftyle, in which thefe difcourfes are written, is in ge- 
neral clear, correct, and manly. We fhall however take the 
liberty to point out two or three expreffions, which are either 
inelegant or ungrammatical. 

‘ Would to God any expedient could be found,’ p. 56, 61. 
This phrafe cannot be reduced to any grammatical propriety ; 
and it is moreover exceptionable on account of the wanton 
and unpeceffary ule of the word Gop. It would be better to 


fay, ‘It is to be wifhed,’ or, *I fincerely wifh.’—An event of 


ail otkers the moft important.’ p. 96. A thing .may he. the 
moft important of all; but it cannot be the moit| important of 
all ohers.—‘* They have fat,’ p. £10. The: proper: participle 
of fit is fiten.—* Till this fhocking appellation, ‘ half brate, 
haif devil,” fhall apply vo it,’ p. 131, 138. A Scotticifm.— 
‘ Who gives into no indulgences,’ p. 198. ‘The author might 
have faid with “more elegance and propriety : ‘ Who indulges 
himfelf in. no unreafonable gratifications.”—* In order to 
give an account of what is concealed in the womb of time,’ 
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p- 154. We meet with innummerable writers, who talk of 
“looking into the womb of time.’ Bur this expreffion. fuggefts 
a grofs and ‘indelicate idea, and is in itfelf abfurd ; for ‘Time, 
according to the mythologifts, is an old fellow, the Chronos, 
or Saturn ofthe ancients, and confequently has no womb. 
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Philfopbical Tranfactions, of the Royal Society of London » Fol. LXX, 
\ For the Year 1780. Part I. gto. 75. 6d. fewed, 1. Davis. 


Article I. foam volume commences with Calculations to 
: determine’ at what Point in the Side of a Hill 
its Attraétion will be the ‘greateft, &c. By Charles Hutton, 
ELD. and F.R.S. ina Letfer to the Aftronomer Royal. 
The great fauccefs of the experiment lately made by the Royal 
Society *, on the hill Schehallien, in Perththire, to determine 
the univerfal attraction of matter, and the important confe- 
quences that have refulted from it, may probably give occafion 
- to fimilar experiments to be made in other places. And as all 
poflible means of accuracy and facility are to be defired in fo 
delicate and laborious an undertaking, it has occurred to Dr. 
Hutton, that it might be ufeful to add, by way of fupplement 
to his paper of calculations relative to the above mentioned 
experiment +, an inveftigation of the height above the bottom 
of a hill, at which its horizontal attra&tion fhall be the 
sreateft ; fince that is the height at which the obfervations 
ought to be made, and fince this beft point of obfervation had 
never before been determined, but had ‘been varioufly guefled 
at, it having been fometimes ‘fuppofed to be at one third, and 
fometimes at one half the height of the hill. But from an 
ingenious and accurate mathematical inveftigation, it is here 
fhewn, that the beft point of obfervatign is at one-fourth of 
the altitude, or vefy little more ; or that in fact the two limits 
within which that point is always found, are one-fourth and 
three-tenths, it being always greater than the former, and 
lefs than the latter of thefe fra€tions, and is nearer to the one 
or other refpectively, as the hill is fteeper or flatter. Direétions 
are added for varying this point in hills of different figures ; 
and calculations made, to evince what part of the whole at- 
traction is loft, by obferving at different altitudes. 

Ait. T'An Account of fome new Experiments in Eleatri- 
city, with the Defcription’ and Ufe of two new Eleétrical In- 
firuments. By Mr. Tiberius Cavallo, F. R. S.—lIn this article 
Mr, Cavallo gives att ingenious’ explanation of an experiment 








* SceCrityRev. vol, xli,. py s8ge + Ibid, vol. xlviii. p. 248. 
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made, fome time ago upon the ele&rophorus, by. profeffor 
Lichtenberg of Gottingen; which, as it throws light on fome 
points in ‘eléétricity, we fhall lay before our readers. npr 


‘ The eleftrophorus, that is, a plate of fome refinous fub. 
ftance, as fulphur, roiin, gum-lac, &c. is firft excited, either 
by rubbing, or otherwife ; then a piece of metal of any fhape at 
pleafure, as, for inftance, a three-legged compafs, a piece of 
brafs-tube, or the like, is fet upon thé eleétrophorus ;. and to 
this piece of metal, fo placed, a {park is given of the electricity 
contrary to that of the plate. This done, the piete of metal is 
removed by means of a ftick of fealing-wax, or other eleétric ¢ 
and fome powder:.of rofin, kept in a linen bag, is fhaken upon 
the electrophorus. This powder will be found to fall about thofe 
points upon the plate which the piece of metal touched, forming 
fome radiated appearances, much like the common reprefenta« 
tions of flars; at the fame time upon thé greateft part of the 
plate, that'is, in all parts except where the ftars are formed, 
there is hardly any powder at alls Now it is to be remarked, 
that if the plate be excited negatively, and the fpark given to 
the metal fet upon it, be pofitive, the appearance will be as 
above defcribed’; but if on the contrary the plate is pofitive, 
and the fpark-is negative, then the powder of rofin will be found 
to fall upon thofe parts of the plate, which in the other cafe aré 
left uncovered ; and to teave the ftars clean: in fhort, it will 
do juft the reverfe of what it did in the other cafe’: or, in other 
words, the powder of rofin will be attracted by thofe parts only 
of the eleétrophorus, which are elettrified pofitively. ) 

‘ When | firft obferved thefe phenomena, I thought that there 
was no apparent reafon why the powder of rofin fhould be at- 
tracted by thofe*parts of the eleétrophorus, which are-in a pofi- 
tive ftate of electricity, and not by thofe, which are negative. 
The two electricities are certainly contrary to one another; but 
either of them attraéts a non-eleétrified body. On this confidera- 
tion I thought; that the expermment could be explained only 
upon the feppofition, that the powder of rofin, on its falling 
from the linen bag, was a€tually electrified negatively : ‘in which 
cafe it would have been eafy to account for the phenomena upon 
the well known principle of bodies attraéting each other when 
they are contrarily electrified ; and repelling one another when 
they are poflefled of the fame kind of eletricity. 

‘In order to try the reality of my fuppofition by experiments, 
I infulated a brafs plate upon a glafs ftand, and connected a 
very fenfible eleftrometer with it; and then began fhaking the 

wder Of féfin upon it, in the fame manner as I had done upon 
the ele¢trophorus, ‘and in a few feconds of time had the pleafure 
to fee the eleétrometer diverge with a very manifeft degreeof ne- 
gative electricity, anfwering my expectations exactly. 

‘ The explanation of the ingenious profefior Lichtenberg’s 


expeziment now became very eafy and natural ; for the pow 4 
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of rofin, being’ sSratgelenniod negatively, could not be ate 
traéted, except by thofe parts.of the electrophorus, which are 
in’a contrary ftaté, that is, electrified pofitively. 

* It.is,obferved, that powder of rofin .anfwers better for this 
experiment than’the powders of other fubftances ; and accord- 
ingly I find, that this powder, when fhaken upon the infulated 
brafs plate, thews a ftronger degree of electricity than the other 
powders. Indeed the eleétricity of the powder of rofin, not only 
when shaken upon the  brafs plate in the manner above men- 
tioned, but fimply. let fall upon it from a piece of paper, a 
fpoon, &c. is remarkably great ; half an ounce of it being fuf- 
ficient'to make the threads of the electrometer diverge as much 
as they poflibly can, 

¢ This difeovery not only affords an eafy explanation of Pro- 
feffor Lichtenberg’s experiment upon the electrophorus, but 
fhews a method of exciting powders, which has long been a de- 
fideratum, in the fcience of electricity, The method is as fol- 
lows ;, infulatea metal plate upon an eleétric ftand, and connect 
with it a cork-ball electrometer;.then ‘the powder required to 
be tried being held in a fpoon, or. other thing, about fix inches 
above the plate, is to be Jet fall gradually upon it. In this man- 
ner the electricity acquired by the. powder, being communicated 
to the metal plate and to the electrometer, is rendered manifeft 
by the divergence of the threads, and its quality may be a(cer- 
tained in the afval manner. 

« It muft be obferved, that if the powder is of a conduétin 
nature, like-amalgam of metals, fand, &c. it muit be held in 
fome electric fubftance, as a glafs phial, a plate of fealing-wax, 
or the like, The metal fpoon that holds the powder may alfo 
be infulated ; in which cafe, after the experiment, the {poon 
will be found:pofleffed of an electricity contrary to that of the 
powder, : 

‘ In performing thefe experiments care muft be had to render 
the powders, sand whatever they are held in, as free from 
moifture as poflible, it being fometimes neceflary to make them 
very warm, otherwife the experiments are apt to fail.’ 


Mr. Cavallo afterwards relates fome particulars which he 
obferved relative to ele@ricity. Though they are not numer- 
ous, nor’ were often repeated, he thinks they may excite the 
curiofity of thofe perfons who have leifure, and the opportu- 
nity of repeating them more at large, and in a greater va- 
riety. He obferyed that powder of rofin, whether it be let fall 
from paper, .glafs,or a metal fpoon, eledctrifies the plate 
ftrongly negative ; the fpoon, if,infulated, remaining ftrongly 
pofitive. »Flour’of-fulphur produces the fame effe@, but inca 
lefs degree.—Pounded glafs, let fall from a piece of paper, 
made dry and ‘warm, electrifies theplate negatively, but not 
in fo, trong a degtee as rofin, If it is let fall from a brafs cup, 
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it eleftrifies the plate pofitively, but in a very finall.degree.— 
Steel filings, let: fallteither from @ glafs phial or paper, cleatri- 
fied the plate negatively.;, but» ‘brafs ‘filings, treated.in the 
fare ‘matitier, eleétrified the plate pofitively—The amalgam 
of tin foil and quickfilver, gunpowder, or very fine emery, elec- 
trify the plate negatively, when they are let fail. upon it from a 
glafs phial.—Quickfilver, poured from a glafs phial, eleArifies 
the plate. pofitively—Soot from the chimney, or afhes from 
common pit-coals;:mixed with (mall cinders,:eleattify the plate 
negatively, when they are let fall from. a piece of paper.—Mr, 
Cavallo. afterwards gives a defcription of the approved atmo- 
fpherical ele&trometer, and recites a» few promifcuous.experi- 
ments. 

Art. II]."A new Method of affaying Copper Ores. By George 
Fordyce, M. D. F,.R.S. 

The following is the procefs, as dire&ted by the author, 

‘ Take 100 grains of the ore, powder it finely, put it intoa 
{mall matrafs or a glafs phial, pour upon it half an, ounce of ni- 
trous acid, of the lh commonly fold by the name.of aqua 
fortis, that is, the. pure acid diluted with about four times its 
weight of water; and half an once of muriatic acid fold by the 
name of {pirit of falt; place the veffel in a fand heat, or if you 
have none, an iron pot or fire-fhovel with fand may be pat over 
a common fire, and the matrafs or phial fet in it. . Raife a mode- 
rate heat, an effervefcence will tides place for, the, moft, part ; 
when this ceafes increafe the heat till it is renewed, and fo ‘pro- 
ceed till the liquor boils, which is alfo to be done if no effer- 
vefcence takes place; boil them together for a quarter of an 
hour. 

« Remove the veffel from the fire, and Jet it cool, then pour 
into it two ounces of water, fhake them together, and let them 
ftand till the liquor is clear; pour the clear liquor into a. bafon, 
where it may be preferved. qos 

‘ Add to the refiduum a freth half ounce of each of the acids, 
and proceed again in the fame manner, mixing the clear liquor 
with that procured by the firft procefs. 

‘ Théfame operation is to-be repeated until the frefh acids ec« 
quire no tinge of blue or green. 

‘ Diffolve half a pound of mild fixed vegetable alkali, commonly 
fold by the name of falt of tartar, ina quart of water. Purify the 
folution either by- filtration, or letting the impurities fabfide, 
and decanting the liquor clear into a glafs veffel. © Pour the fo- 
lution of the alkali flowly into the bafon. containing the fluid, 
procured by the former proceffes, until the whole matter be pre- 
cipitated from the acids. seat 

‘ Add, bya iittle at.a time, as ‘much vitriolic acid, commonly 
fold by the name of oil of vitriol,:as will’ re-diffolve the whole, or 
only leavera white powder; if,there fhould be any fuch powder, 
which is feldom the cafe, it muft be feparated by filtration. 
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. € Having the liquor in the bafon now clear, put into it a piece 
of iron, bright and free from ruft, and at leaft an ounce in 
weight, and leave them together for twenty-four hours, the cop- 
per will be found precipitated, principally on the furface of the 
iron, and fometimes in a powder at the bottom of the bafon. 

‘ Decant the fluid from the copper and fron with great care 
into another bafon, fo that as little as ‘poffible, or none of the 
copper be carried along with it. 

.£ Wath the metals in a pint of water; let them fubfide per- 
fe&tly,.and pour this water into the fecond bafon, with the fame 
Chee Dakcit ) 
© Repeat the wafhing three times. If any copper be found in 
the Sond bakon, let the wafhings ftand in it for half an hour, 
fo thatthe metal hall fubfide; decant the fluid carefully off, and 
return the copper into the firft bafon. ’ Pour upon the copper 
and iron one ounce, of vitriolic acid, and two ounces of water; 
let them ftand together for a quarter of an hour, or until the cop- 
pér fhall be eafily feparable from the iron. ~ yr the copper 
from the iron, taking great care none be loft; the remaining 
iron may be laid afide. Pour the acid from the copper, after it 
has fabfided, into the fecond bafon, and wath the copper with a 
eH water, and repeat the wafhing three times, as before di- 
rected. 

© Great care is to be taken, in decanting both the acid and 
wafhings into the fecond bafon, that none of the copper goes 
along with them, and left any fhould, they ought to ftand for 
half an ‘hour in the fecond bafon, and be decanted from it alfo 
with care, and if any copper is found at the bottom, it is to be 
wathed and ‘added to the reft.’ | : 

. Dr. Fordyce afterwards makes fome obfervations, elucidating 
the chemical principles on which fuch procefles depend. 

Art. IV. An Account .of an Eruption of Mount Vefuvius, 
which happened in Auguft 1779. Ina Letter from Sir William 
Haiiiltén; K. B. F: R.S. to Jofeph Banks, Ef]. P. R.S.— 
Sir William Hamilton obfetves, that fince the great eruption 
in 1767, of. which he’ formerly fent an account to the Royal 
Society, Vefuvius has never been free from fmoke, nor ever 
many months without throwing up red-hot fcoriz, which, in- 
creafing to a certain degree, were ufually followed by.a current 
of liquid lava, and, except in, the eruption of 1777, thofe lavas 
broke out ‘nearly from the fame fpot, and ran much in the 
fame direGtion as that of the eruption in 1767. 

He' informs us, that nodefs than nine fuch-eruptions are re- 
corded fince the great one'above mentioned, and fome of them 
were confiderable. He never ‘failed vifiting thofe lavas while 
they Were in full force, ‘and“as conftantly examined them, and 
the crater of the volcano, after the céafing of each eruption. 
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¢ The tavas, when they either boiled over the crater or broke 
out from the conical parts of the volcano, conftantly formed 
channels as regular as if they had been cut by art down the fteep 
part of the mountain, and, whilft in a ftate of perfe& fufion, - 
continved their courfe in thofe channels, which were fometiines 
full to the brim, and at other times more or lefs fo, according to 
the quantity of matter in motion. “ , 

‘ Thefe channels, upon examination after an eruption, I have 
found to be in general from two to five or fix feet wide, and feven 
or eight feet deep. They were often hid from the fight by a 
quantity of fcorie that had formed a croft over them, and the 
lava having been conveyed in a covered way for fome yards, 
came out frefh again into an open channel. After an eruption 
I have walked in fome of thofe fubterraneous or covered galla- 
ries which were exceedingly curious, the fides, top, and bottom, 
being worn perfectly fmooth and even in moft parts by the vio« 
lence.of the currents of the red-hot lavas, which they had con- 
veyed for many weeks fucceffively ; in others, the lava had in- 
crufted the fides of thofe channels with fome very extraordinary 
fcoriz ; beautifully ramified white falts, in the form of dropping 
ftalactites, were alfo attached to many parts of the cieling of 
thofe pallaries. It is imagined here, that the falts of Vefuvius 
are chiefly ammoniac, though often tinged with green, deep,’or 
pale yellow, by the vapour of various minerals. ———= 

‘ After the lava had quitted its regular channels, it fpread 

itfelf in the valley, and, being loaded with fcoriz, ran gently 
on, like a river that had been frozen, and had mafles of ice 
floating on it: the wind changing when we were clofe to this 
gentle ftream of lava, which might be about fifty or fixty feee 
in breadth, incommoded us fo much with its heat and fmoke, 
that, we muft have returned without having fatisfied,our curio- 
fity, had not our guide propofed the expedient of walking acrofs 
it, which, to our aftonifhment, he, inftantly put in execution, 
and with fo little difficulty, that,we followed him without hefita- 
tion, having felt no other inconveniency than what proceeded 
from the violence of the heat on our legs and feet; the cruft of 
the lava was fo tough, befides being loaded with cinders and 
{coriz, that our weight made not the Jeaft impreffion on it, and 
its motion was fo flow, that we were not in any danger of lofing 
our balance and falling on it: howeyer,\ this experiment fhould 
not be tried except in cafes’ of real neceffity ;, and I mention it 
with no other view than to point, out \a poffibility of efcaping, 
fhoo'd any one hereafter, upon fuch an expedition as ours, have 
the misfortune to be inclofed between. two currents of lava, 

« Having thus got rid of the troublefome heat and imoke, we 
coafted the river ,of lava-and its.channels up to.its verysfource, 
within a quarter of a mile of the crater.., The liquid and.red-hot 
master bubbled up,violently, with a hiffing and crackling noife,. 
like that which attends the playing. off of an artificial firework, 
and by the continual fplafhing up of the vitrified matter, a _ 
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of arch or dome was formed over the crevice from whence the 
lava ifflued. It was cracked in many parts, and ,appeared red- 
hot within, like an heated oven: this hollowed hillock might 
be about fifteen feet high, and the lava that ran. from, under it 
was received into a regular channel, raifed upon a fort of wall 
of fcoriz and cinders, almoft perpendicularly, of about the. 
height of eight or ten feet, refembling much an ancient aqueduct, 

© We then went up to the'crater of the volcano, in which we 
found, as ufual, a little mountain throwing fcorie and.red-hot 
matter with loud explofions ; but the {moke and fmell of fulphur 
was fo intolerable, that we were under the neceflity of quitting 
that curious fpot with the utmoft precipitation.’ 


Sir William Hamilton informs us, that in another of his 
excurfions to Mount Vefuvius laft year, he picked up fome 
fragments of large and regular cryftals of clofe- grained lava or 
bafalt, the diameter of which, when the prifms were complete, 
may have been eight or nine inches. 

The eruption of Mount Vefuvius laft year being of fo fingu- 
lar a nature, we fhall prefent our readers with a part of the de- 
feription of it, as related by fo accurate an obferver of thofe 
extraordinary phenomena. 


¢ On Thurfday the sth of Auguft laft, about two o’clock in 
the afternoon, [ perceived from my villa at Paufilipo in the bay 
of Naples, from whence I have a full view of Vefuvius (which 
is jul oppofite, and at the diftance of about fix miles in a direét 
line from it) that the volcano was in a moft violent agitation: a 
white and {ulphureous fmoke iffued continually and impetuoufly 
from'its crater, one puff impelling another, and by an accumu- 
lation of thofe, clouds of fmoke refembling bales of the whiteft 
cotton. Such a mafs of them was foon piled over the top of 
the volcano as exceeded the height and fize of the mountain it- 
felf at leaft four times. In the midft of this very white fmoke, 
an immenfe quantity of ftones, fcoriz, and afhes, were fhot up 
to a wonderful height, certainly not lefs than two thoufand 
feet. 1 could alfo perceive, by the help of one of Ramfden’s 
moft excellent refracting telefcopes, at times, a quantity of liquid 
lava, feemingly very weighty, juft heaved up high enough ‘to 
clear the rim of the crater, and then take its courfe impetuoufly 
down the fteep fide of Vefuvius, oppofite to Somma. Soon af- 
ter a lava broke out on the fame fide from about the middle of 
the conical part of the volcano, and, having run with violence 
fome hours, ceafed fuddenly, juft before it had arrived at the 
cultivated parts of the mountain above Portici, near four miles 
from the {pot where it iflued. | . 

‘ During this day’s eruption, as I have been credibly in- 
formed fince, the heat was iotolerable at the towns of Somma 
and Ottaiano; and was likewife fenfibly felt at Palma and 
Lauro, which aré much farther from Vefuvius than the for- 
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mer. Minute afhes, of a reddith hue, fell fo thick at Somma 
and Ottaiano, that they darkened. the air in fuch a manner ‘as 
that objeéts could-not be diftinguifhed at the diftance of ten 
feet. Long filaments of a vitrified matter like {pun-glafs were 
mixed and fell with thefe afhes; and the fulphareous fmoke was 
fo violent, that feveral birds in cages were fuffocated, the leaves 
of the trees in the neighbourhood of Somma and Ottaiano were 
covered with white falts very corrofive. About two o’clock in 
the afternoon, an extraordinary globe of fmoke, of a very great 
diameter, was Wiftinctly perceived, by many of the inhabitants 
of Portici, to iffue from the crater of Vefuvius, and proceed 
haftily towards the mountain of Somma, againft which it ftruck 
and difperfed itfelf, having left a train of white {moke, mark- 
ing the courfe it had taken: this train I perceived plainly from 
my villa, as it lafted fome minutes ; but I did not fee the globe 
itfelf. 

‘ A poor labourer, who was makiag faggots on the mountain 
of Somma, loft his life at this time, and his body not having 
been found, it is fuppofed that, fuffocated by the fmoke, he 
muft have fallen into the valley from the craggy rocks on which 
he was at work, and been covered by the current of lava that 
took its courfe through that valley foon after. Anafs, that was 
waiting for its mafter in the valley, left it very judicioufly as foon 
as the mountain became violent, and, arriving fafe home, gave 
the firft alarm to this poor man’s family. 

‘ It was generally remarked, that the explofions of the volcano 
were attended with more noife during this day’s eruption than in 
any of the fucceeding ones, when, moft probably, the mouth of 
Vefuvius was widened, and the volcanic matter had a freer paf- 
fage. It is certain, however, that the great eruption of 1767 
(which in every other refpeét was mild, when compared to the 
late violent eruption) occafioned much greater concuffions in the 
air by its louder explofions. . 

‘ Friday, Auguft the 6th, the fermentation in the mountain 
was lefs violent; but, about noon, there was aloud report, at 
which time it was fuppofed, that a portion of the little moun- 
tain within the crater had fallenin. At night the throws from 
the crater increafed, and proceeded evidently from two feparate 
mouths, -which emitting red-hot fcoriz, and ‘in different di- 
a oe formed a moft beautiful and almoft continued fire- 
work. , 

‘ On Saturday, Auguft the 7th, the volcano remained much 
in the fame ftate; but, about twelve o’clock at night, its fer- 
mentation increafed greatly. ‘The fecond fever-fit of the moun- 
tain may be faid to have manifefted itfelf at this time. I was 
watching its motions from the mole of Naples, which has a full 
view of the volcano, and had been witnefs to feveral glorious 
picturefque effects produced by the reflection of the deep red 
fire, which iffued from the crater of Vefuvius, and mounted up 
in the midft of the huge clouds, When a fummer ftorm, called 
Vor, L. Sept, 1780. P here 
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here a tropea, came on fuddenly,,and blended its heavy watry 
clouds with the fulphureous and: mineral. ones, which were al- 
ready like fo many other mountains, piled over.the fummit of 
the volcano ; at this moment a fountain of fire was fhot up to 
an incredible height, cafting fo bright a light, that the {mallet 
objects could be clearly diitinguifhed at any place within fix 
miles or more of Vefuvius. 

‘© "Phe black ftormy clouds paffing {wiftly over, and at times 
eovering the whole ora part of, the bright column of fire, at 
other times clearing away, and giving a full view of it, with 
the various tints produced by its reverberated light on the white 
clouds above, in contraft with the pale flathes of torked lightning 
that attended the tropea, formed fuch a fcene as no power of art 
can ever exprefs.’ 


A curious circumftance, related to fir William Hamilton 
by the king of Naples, deferves to be mentioned. It is as 
follows : one of his Sicilian majefty’s game- keepers, who was 
out in the fields near Ottaiano, while the ftorm’ was at its: 
dieight, had his face and hands fcalded by the drops of rain. 
This phenomenon, fir William Hamilton fuppofes, was oc- 
cafioned by the clouds having acquired a great degree of heat 
in paffing through the column of fire. He informs us the 
moft authentic accounts have been received of the fall of {mall 
volcanic ftones and cinders (fome of which weighed two 
ounces) at Benevento. Foggia, and Monte Mileto, upwards of 
thirty miles from Vefuvius, But what is remarked as moft 
extraordinary (as there was but little wind during the erdption 
of the eighth of Auguft) minute afhes fell thick that very night 
upon the town of Manfredonia, which lies at the diftance of a 
‘handred miles from Vefuvius. 


[ To be continued, ] 
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Sermons, by Alexander Gerard, D. D. 8vo. 63..in boards, 
, . Dilly. 


pHs learned writer is already fo well known in the republic 
of letters, by his Differtations on Chriftianity, publifhed 
in 17663 by his Effay on Genius, in1774, and other pro- 
duétions, that we have no occafion to fay any thing in this 
place of his literary abilities. And as the volume now before 
us confifts of pradical difcourfes, it will be fufficient to give 
our readers a gexeral view of its contents. 

In the firft and fecond difcourfe the author fhews, how re- 
higion is intimately conneéted with ordinary life; and the in- 
fluence which it ought to have on our behaviour, at all times, 
and in all circumflances. It is, he obferves, by living in fo- 
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ciety, and employing ourfelves in the ordinary bufinefs of it, 
that we can find opportunity for many of our moft:important 
duties," for many of the principal functions of thé fpiritual and 
Chriftian life ; and ‘by feizing thefe opportunities, and ufing 
them properly, we fhall moft effeflually provide for eternity. 
It is from the ordinary occurrences of life, that,we find occafion 
for the principal exertions of thofe virtues, which regard either 
ourfelves, our neighbour, or,our God; and thefe virtues com- 
prehend the whole of our duty, and conftitute that: holinefs, 
which is the neceflary preparation for heaven, Love to God 
is an affe&tion, which does not fpend itfelf in filent admiration, 
or warm feelings ; it is fit to enter into life, and to aé& in life, 
It does not difplay itfelf fo much, or afcertain its fincerity and 
ardor fo unexceptionably, by any emotions inwardly felt, or 
by any raptures of devotion, as by its effects upon our actions ; 
by making us delight to.obey and pleafe God in every part of 
our behaviour ;. by making us willing to, relinquifh what we 
moft fondly defire, or to incur what we moft vehemently dread, 
rather than offend him in committing any fin, or neglecting 
any duty; by alluring us tothe imitation of all thofe moral at- 
tributes, which render God the obje& of our love, Reverence 
of God is not exercifed only, when we contemplate and ce- 
lebrate his greatnefs. It will fhew itfelf every hour in. our 
moft common behaviour; in the fhade of folitude, amidit the 
temptations of fociety, the cares of bufinefs, and the relaxation 
_of amufements, in every fituation, it will make us ftand in 
awe, and fin not. The exercife of gratitude is not confined 
to profefled acknowledgements of the mercies which we have 
received, in praife and thankfgiving, in private or public de- 
votion. The world alfo is a field for the exercife of gratitude. 
It is exercifed, whenever it implants in the heart a new mo- 
tive to abftinence from fin and hatred of it, whenever it warms 
the foul with additional alacrity in dog good, and makes us 
take greater pleafure in it. Common life is the acknowledged 
fphere of refignation to the will of God.— 

In this manner our author fhews, that the fpirit of true re- 
ligion, and the fpirit of worldly bufinefs, are not repugnant, 
like a drop of water and a drop of oil, which repel each 
other, and refule to mingle; but are like two drops of mer- 
cury running together and forming one drop. 

This difcourfe is a very ufeful one, as there is no miftake 
about the nature of religion more dangerous than an opinion, 
that it is inconfiftent, or even unconneéted, with the or- 
dinary bufinefs of life: an opinion, which will produce dif- 
ferent effects on different perfons; but all of them per- 
nicious. 
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Serm. III, Juftice the Decorumi'of the Charafter of Judges: 
preached at the Affizes. son y 

» Serm. IV, The firft Promife of the Redeemer. The Mofaic 
account of the.temptation of Eve by thé ferpent has exercifed 
the,ingenuity of all the commentators. ‘The moft’ common, 
and, inv the eftimation of many learned writers, the, only pro- 
bable opinion is, that the devil entered into one of thofe fer- 
pents; ‘which are called in Scripture feraphs or feraphim, 
(Numb. xxi. 6.) aétuated its body, gave it fpeech, and made 
it his inftrument in the temptation. This hypothefis is at- 
tended with difficulties ; and therefore our author, in this dif- 
courfe, propofes another, which is in a great meafure new, or 
at leaft has not, as far as we know, been fo diftin@ly ftated 
before. 

That the devil employed one of the brute ferpents feems 
indeed, to be implied in the words, with which the hiftory is 
introduced, ** Now the ferpent was more fubtile than any beaft 
of the field.” — 


¢ But, fays our author, it feems to be implied in them only 
as they ftand in our tranflation: the original may with equal 
propriety be rendered, ‘* Now there was a ferpent more fubtle 
than any beaft, or than all the beafts of the field * ;”’ not one of 
the beafts of the field, but a being far more intelligent than 
any of them, than of them all together, a being of an higher 
order, the devil. In the account of the creation which Mofes 
had before. given, he had no occafion to mention the devil: 
but being now. to relate a tranfactioa in which the devil was the 
firft mover, he.very properly introduces it with an intimation, 
that there is fach a being as the devil. But why does he call 
the devil a ferpent, if he neither afflumed the form of one, nor 
ufed one as his inftrument? He might very properly call him a 
ferpent, without any regard to his form, on account of his 
fubticty. It is common to exprefs a rational being by the name 





¢ # As the words taken by themfelves bear this tranflation, fo 
their conftruction with the fequel, feems to require it: ' If we fol- 
low the common verfioa, by the ferpent who was thus fubtle, we 
muft underttand the ferpentine kind in general, and then the next 
verb 9X1) will have no nominative: ** And he faid unto the wo- 
‘man, Yea hath God faid, ye fhall not eat of every tree of the 
garden ?” Who faid this to the woman? Not furely the ferpentine 
kind in general; butit alone had been mentioned before. It muft 
»Have been fome one individual ferpent that faid fo; but no fuch 
4had, been fo much as hinted at. Accordingly they who follow this 
interpretation are forced to allow an ellipfis of the notninative, 
making Mofesto fay, ‘* The ferpentine kind was more fubtle than 
“any beaft of the field, andthe devil, {peaking out of (or affuming 
the form of) one individual of that kind, faid unto the woman, &c.” 

"This is extremely harfh and violent.’ 
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of fome animal to whofe qualities his difpofition bears a re- 
femblance; there are-inftances of it in parts of Scriptare’ not 
the moft. figurative *; the ferpent has’ been confidered “in afl 
ages as an emblem of malice and of cunning; the Scripture in- 
finvates this very reafon for giving the name to the devil; hes 
‘* that old ferpent called the devil and Satan, which deceiveth 
the whole world.”” He might be called a ferpent,. likewife,.on 
account of his own angelic form. All the-names of intelle@eal 
things and fpiritual beings are figurative, being taken from thofe 
material and fenfible things which bear an analogy to them. 
Seraphs were fuppofed to refemble the winged fiery ferpent in 
their form, and had their name from them, on account of: this 
refemblance: the fiery ferpents which the Lord fent among the 
people of Ifrael in the wildernefs, are called ferpents feraphim ; 
and the ferpent of brafs: made by Mofes on that oceafion, is called 
fimply a feraph. Thedevil probably appeared to Eve in the 
form of a feraph, fhe gook him for an angel of light, converfed 
with him as fuch, and therefore liftened to him without furprize, 
without fufpicion, and was eafily perfuaded by him. It was 


this ferpent, metaphorically fo called, that tempted Eve: it is - 


this one individual ferpent, the devil, not the whole ferpentine 
kind, nos:any particular fpecies of it, that is fpoken of through 
the whole of this hiftory. ‘This fuppofition agrees perfe€tly with 
the whole tenour of the hiftory, and clears it from many diffi- 
culties in which the-other fuppofitions have involved it.’— 

* — If we confider the fentence as paffed on the brute ferpents, 
it is trifling and liable to endlefs difficulties: but if we confider 
it as refpecting only the devil, it has great propriety and ‘dig- 
nity, and every part of it is expreffed with very ftriking beauty. 
He appeared now, as he had appeared while tempting Eve, in 
the feraphic form, and in the ferpentine form; and all the ex- 
preflions ufed in the judgement pronounced againft him, have 
a double reference to that feraphic form and to the ferpentine form 
which it refembles. ‘© And the Lord God faid unto the ferpent ;’’ 
not unto the ferpents.of the field, but unto the ferpent who now 
ftood before him, the fame individual being whoisfpokenof through 
the whole hiftory : to him folely, the whole fentence is direéted, 
without the moft diftant intimation that any part of it regarded 
the ferpents of the field. “ Becaufe thou haft done this ; thow;” 
nota brute ferpent; a brute ferpent neither did, nor could have 
done it; but the one feraphic ferpent the devil ; he it was who 
had beguiled Eve. Therefore, fays God, ‘‘ thou,” the fame 
individual ferpent, the devil, ‘* arc curfed above all cattle, and 
above every beaft of the field :’’ thow art devoted to a punith- 
ment which, far fuperior as thine original nature was to theirs, 
fhall render thee’ more vile, abjeét, and miferable, than the 
meaneft of the brutes, more an object of God’s difpleafure, and 
of the hatred of all good beings, than any other creature is, 





* Matt. xxiii. 33. Luke xiii.-42. 2Tim.iv, 17, &c. 
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** Upon -thy belly, halt thougo;:” this is. not meant.againt the 
brute ferpents 5 .at 1s now tree of all of them, for flying ferpents, 
it-isfaid, cootinued to exift after.thiss of the other ferpents it 
would have,been impertinent, for.to them going on their bellies 
was efiential: fromthe creation... It was directed only to. the fe- 
ducer; and, :if,it be explained according to the ufage of {crip- 
_ ture-dtyle, itsvilh appear in refpect of him to -have great truth 
and, propriety. ».Je-was direfted. to him in his feraphic form, 
which sefembledthe ferpentine; the manner of expreflion is 
chofen with a.view, (to, that. refemblance, and intimates his pu- 
nifhment in‘allufton to it; it intimates that he was now as much 
degraded as if his feraphic form were converted into that of a 
groveling ferpent, as if from flying on high, he were reduced 
to creep upon his belly. ‘This figurative expreflion, at leaft one 
perfeétly fimilar'to it, is ufed elfewhere in fcripture, and had 
become proverbial, to fignify a reduction to the loweft afi@ion 
and bumiliation ;.it is very deep affliction which the Pfalmift in- 
tends to defcribe, when he fays, ** Our foul is bowed down to 
the duft, our belly cleaveth unto the earth ;” it 1s what'in the 
preceding verfes he had called, ** affliction, oppreffion, being 
killed all day long, counted as fheep for the flaughter, caft oft 
by God.” Its fimple meaning in this curfe is, thou thalebe 
degraded fromall thine original dignity and celeftial glory, ‘thou 
fhal: lofe all the prerogatives of thy nature, thou fhalt be caf 
down to fhame, and infamy, and reduced to an abje& and’ vile 
condition. * And duit fhalt thou eat all the days of thy life:” 
the meaning is’ rot, thou fhalt feed wholly upon duit; but, 
thon fhalt lick up duft together with thy food: {till the allufion 
to-ferpents, whom the devil’s feraphic form refembled, is beau- 
tifully kept up. But it is not a fentence pronounced againft 
brute ferpents; it was true before of them, that they licked up 
duft along with-their food; and this is not peculiar to them, it 
is. common. to them with al] animals that feed from off the 
‘ground. Here too the terms are metaphorical and proverbial ; 
but they are not unufual in fcripture ; they convey an idea fimilar 
to what is exprefied in the preceding claufe, they contain an 
‘amplification of that idea: they fignify a ftate of bondage, cap- 
tivity, imprifonment,.and the loweft depreffion. It is {uch a 
ftate that Micah means, when he prophecies that ‘* the naticns 
fhall lick the duft like a ferpent ;” it isa ftate in which they 
fhould be confounded, and ‘* move out of their ho'es like worms 
out of the earth.” ‘There is a fimilar expreffion in one of the 
Pfalms, ** I have eaten afhes like bread;”. which from the title 
of the Pfalm, from the occafion to which it is referred, and from 
many. plain defcriptions of bondage and diftrefs through the 
whole of it, has undeniably the fame fignification. David, pro- 
phecying of, the Meffiah, fays, ** His enemies fhall lick the 
dufl;” and Ifaiah foretells that, in the completion of the | Mel- 
fiah’s kingdom, ** duft fhall be in the ferpent’s meat.” Both 





probably had this original curfe. directly in their eye, and, to . | 


intimate that they had purpofely retained the metaphorical terms 
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of it, which imply this plain fentiment, that the devil was to 
be theiiceforth in'a flate of the moftabje&t depreffion; ‘andy the’ 
moft wretched captivity, groaning under prefent angeith *and! 
overwhelmed with dreadful expeétations.' In’ terms therefore 

metaphorical indeed; but the precife import of which ‘maybe 

afcertained by the fcripture Janguape-in other paflages,’ the: 
tempter is fentenced to a ftate of miferable degradation: and 

bondage; to the very ftate which Peter defcribes io*-plainer 

terms, in terms extremely unlike to thofe uafed in this fentenee, 

but furprifingly fynonymous with them, ** God fpared not the 

angels that finned, but caft them down to hell, and delivered 

them into chains of darknefs, ‘to be referved unto judgment.” 


In a note he adds; 


‘ This paflage is an exact commentary on the words of Mofes, 
correfponding to them, claufe to claufe. Mofes defcribes the 
tempter as a fuperior intelligence, and intimates that he ap- 
peared in the form of aferaph: Peter fpeaks of angels. Mofes 
fays that God pronounced the tempter ‘‘ curfed above all cattle, 
and above every beaft of the field ;” Peter fays, «« God {pared 
not the angels,” that is, he treated them with feverity, and in- 
flicted a heavy punifhment upon them, Mofes fays, ¢« Upon 
thy, belly fhalt thou go,” thou art caft down into the loweft;hu- 
miliation and affliction; Peter fays, ‘* He caft them down into 
hell.” Mofes fays, ‘* Duft fhalt thou eat all the days of thy life,’ 
words which imply abje&t bondage and captivity.:. Peter ex- 

lains them in this very fenfe, ‘* He delivered them into chains 
of darknefs.”” Peter intimates that even this was not properly 
their ftate of punifhment, but that they are ‘* referved unto “ 
judgment :” Mofes hints not at this in the firft part of the fen- 
tence; but he does intimate it in the latter part, where he {peaks 
of bruifing the ferpent’s head.’ 


The author proceeds to illuftrate this remarkable pafiage, 
‘ I will put enmity, &c,’ and, as he goes on, he fhews ‘the 
agreement of his opinion with the context, 

‘ Part of the prediétion is expreffed in terms which might 
agree to the brute ferpents; ‘* It,” the feed of the woman, 
‘* fhall bruife thy head,” But-it refers not to them: to have 
foretold that men fhould now and then kill a ferpent by crufh- 
ing its head, would have been trivial and unworthy of the o¢- 
cafion. It has a much more important meaning. The terms 
are only borrowed from brute ferpents, to be metaphorically 
applied to the feraph who had beguiled Eve. ‘The metaphor is 
perfpicuous and ftrong, It is in the head of the ferpent that.its 

oifon lies; and the crufhing of its head immediately and moft 
certainly kills it. The figurative expreffion here ufed’ has, 
therefore, this plain meaning ; that the defcendant of the wo- 
man, now promifed, fhall obtain a‘ complete victory over the 
devil, deprive him of his power to hurt, abolifh his dominion 

and influence, and finally oo and deftroy him.’ 
4 in 
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In oppofition to this interpretation it may probably be faid, 
that.if. the real ferpent.was,mo ways concerned, as an a vale 
ment, in, this tranfaGion,.there would have been no occafion 
to mention the devil under fuch an appellation; that thiscon- 
tinued, metaphor is not agreeable to that fimplicity which is 
elfewhere obferved in the Mofaic hiftory; that it is no wonder 
the devil fhould be more cunning than a beaft, &c. ‘Yet after 
all, we cannot perhaps adopt any hypothefis that is attended 
with fewer difficulties. The whole narrative has an apocry- 
phal air; and we have fometimes been inclined to fufpe&, that 
the hiftory of the Garden of Eden and the Fall, from the 4th 
verfe of the fecond chapter, to the end of the third, is fome an- 
cient fragment, which has not originally belonged to the book 
af Genefis. Thefe two chapters occafion fome tautology ; and 
jt is remarkable, that the deity is conftantly called the Lorn 
Gop, in this part, and this part only, of the antediluvian 
hiftory. But this conjefure we fubmit to the dilquifition of 
the learned. 

The remaining Sermons in this volume are on the following 
fubjedis : 
_.The Promife of a Redeemer to es Conftancy in 
Religion enforced by the common Sufferings of Human Life ; 
the Old Age of the Righteous honourable ; the Diverfity of 
Men’s natural Tempers ; the Neceflity and the Manner of go- 
verning the natural Temper; Virtuous Solicitude ; Regard to 
pofitive Inftitutions effential to Goodnefs of Charaéter; Re- 
deeming the Time; the Truth of Chriftianity confirmed by 
the Manner in which its Evidences were propofed *; the Ad- 
vantages of the Virtuous for the Enjoyment of external Good ; 
the Power of virtuous Refolutions; the Houfe of Mourning 
more improving than the Houfe of Feafting. 

Thefe topics are treated with great perfpicuity, and in a ra~ 
tional and judicious manner. 


— 





Clinical pe Hi iftories, and DifeGions. By Francis Home, 

~ “M.D. one of bis Maje/ty’s Phyficians, Fellow of the Royal Col- 

lege of Phyficians of Edinburgh, and Profefor of Materia Medica 
RARE Vnivverfit ty of Edinburgh. 80. 65. boards. Murray. 


THis volume begins with experiments concerning the moft 
proper time of giving the bark in intermitients. Dr, 
pion aperiens that this’ celewrated febrifuge has been given 
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° The argument of wiley the author has enlarged in his dif- 





fertations,oc% © 


at 














. e a ee AR 


Dr. Home’s Clinical Experiments, &c. 217 


at three different periods, viz. juft before the fit, juft after the 
fit, and from the end of one fit to the beginning of another, at 
proper intervals, Practitioners have mott commonly given it 
in the method laft mentioned, as including both the firft and 
fecond, But, fays Dr. Home, fo far as they know, the cure 
may depend on the firft or laft dofes; and the others may be 
at leaft ufelefs, and are always difagreeable and burdenfome to 
the ftomach. Our author therefore begins with enquiring 
whether the firft or fecond method be the better. 

For determining this poiat, Dr. Home made fourteen ex- 
periments on various patients ; from which he concludes, that 
the bark is more efficacious in ftopping the paroxyfm of inter 
mittents, and curing them, when given at the end of a fit, or 
at forty hours diftance fromthe fucceeding fit, than two, 
three, or four hours before it. In eight of thofe experiments 
it was given juft before the fit; but in none of the cafes was 
the paroxyfm prevented. In five experiments it was given, af- 
ter the fit, and always fucceeded, In all thofe experiments 
the quantity ufed was half an ounce, except in two cafes, 
where it did not exceed two drachms. 

Secondly, Dr. Home obferves, that the bark given a few 
hours before the fit feems to add to its feverity: In two of 
the experiments vomiting was excited; but this effect was not 
produced in any of the cafes where the bark was given after 
the fit. 


« Hence it is.probable (fays he), that the other fymptoms, 
had we remained to obferve them with the patients, would have 
been likewife exafperated. It muft have the fame effe&, almoft, 
as when given in the fit. As bark, in powder, lies long in the 
ftomach, efpecially of one affected by an approaching fit, much 
of it muft remain during the whole paroxy{m, and muft augment 
the fpafm, increafe the fever, and diminifh the {weating.’ 


In the third place, our author remarks, that as bark, when 
given at a greater diftance from thg fit, becomes more fuc- 
cefsful, it follows, that fome confiderable time is required for 
its operation. In three of the experiments, when admini- 
{tered before the fit, it did not ftop the immediate, but the 
fecond paroxyim. He remarks, that this effe& occurs every 


day, in giving bark during the whole interval; it flops the © 


fecond, though not the firft fit. 
In the fourth place, he obferves, the length of time before 
the effects of the bark appear, makes it highly probable that 
its operation is not on the ftomach, or on its nerves alone, but 
that it muft enter the vafcular fyftem, and there perform its 
chief effeéts, He farther remarks, its fuccefs, when applied to 
the 
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the fkin ‘by a bath: or veft, evinces that the topical action on 
the ftomach i if, mot neceflary, 

In the, fifth place, Dr. Home concludes from thote experi- 
ments, that there: appeats to be no. difference in, the effeéts of 
the: bark given after the fit, whether the ague is quotidian or 
tertian ;, and fifteen and fixteen hours feem a fufficient time to 
enable the bark:to produce its effeéts. | 
‘ocThe fecond fection of the work contains experiments upon 
fome remedies ufed in the typhus nervofus. ‘The experiments 
that‘are firlt mentioned in this difeafe were alfo. made with the 
Peravian bark. “From four cafes which the author relates, he 
obferves that bark: appears to be fometinies hurtful, fometimes 
ufeful, in the typhus, according to circumftances. Hillary, 
in his Treatife on the Difeafes of Barbadoes, recommends the 
tin€ture of cantharides, given to gut. xx. twice.a day, in fome 
wine-whey, as a ufeful remedy in the typhus. Dr. Home was 
theréfore induced to make trial of it. On this fubje&t he re- 
lates four experiments, from which he obferves,: that the tinc- 
ture of cantharides, given to gut. xx. thrice a ‘day, appears to 
be'a very innocent remedy, and hardly to produce any fenfible 
effects, except a fenfation of ‘heat in the ftomach. ‘He gave a 
third more in the day than Dr. Hillary ufed, and fo joined’ to 
it'the muc. g. Arabic. By this means he has been enabled to 
give gut. xxxv. four times a day, in cutaneous difeafes, and 
gut, |. four times a day in a diabetes, without any perceptible 
effeAisyon the urinary paflages,.or elfewhere, except fome gripes 
and flight ftrangury, which happened in one of thofe cafes, 

Drs Home obferves, there is no remedy, in fevers, that has 
ftood i its' ground fo long as blifters, ‘which authors recommend 

in’ the typhus fo ftrongly, that they order a fuccefflion of them. 
To evince whether the good effets of this remedy be propor- 
tioned to the inconveniencies which it occafions, Dr. Home re- 
cites a few cafes, where blifters alone, at the time, were ufed. 
He informs us, that out of feven cafes, one patient was re- 
liéved for two days; and that the advantage experienced by 
another was probably owing to a different caufe. The other 
five were not fenfibly. affected. 


«:In fome of them (fays he), the pulfe rather quickened after 
the application.  Bliftering feemed to have no good effe& in any 
of the epidemic low fevers of the years 73, 74; Or 76, "in the 
clinical'Ward ; forthat 1, from that'tinie, almoft gave over ap~ 

plyiog-them., ‘The advantages that’ refult' from*them certainly 
do not:counterbalance their!difadvantages. ‘Ihave long foand 
them of»more ufe in topical inflammatory fevers, than in the ty- 
phasjo. The? reafon feems to be’ this, “The ‘ftimulant power 
of bhifers baits: only for two ‘of three hours during the. cod 4 
whic 
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which time thé pulfe commonly becomes quicker.. After this, 
their antifpafmodic effeéts take place; and the pulfe, when they 
are fuccefsful, becomes flower. Tt is to this latter effe& that 
topical inflammations owe their cure. Bat it can be’ of little 
ufe in the typhus, as every fymptom in its progrefs points out 
extreme preternatural relaxation, rather than preternatural con= 
friction, or fpafm. They can have no advantage, therefore, in 
this difeafe, but from their ftimulant power, which Jaks too 
fhort a time to be of much fervice, 

« Among the many difadvantages of blifters, ftrangury is none 
of the leaft. I find it eafy, however, to prevent this effe@; fo 
that I feldom or never obferve a ftrangury following a blifter. 
Dr. Greenfield was the firft who, in the beginning of this-cen- 
tury, difcovered, that camphor had a power of corre4ting this 
effet of cantharides. Some, however, have doubted this qua- 
lity. I tried,-many years ago, camphor rubbed on’ blifters, 
found it to anfwer, ard have always ufed it with the preateftt 
fuccefs. 1 once'removed, fuddenly, a ftrangury in a typhus, by 
rubbing ol. camph. on thevancles. I wifh we could always pro- 
ceed on as certain, faéts. Notwithftanding the advantage ‘which 
rubbing a litde powder of camphor.on the blifter has in prevent 
ing one of its unealy effects, yet I believe it is fcarcely, if at all, 
ufed, More truft is put in great quantities of drink, which often 
load the ftomach too much, relax it, and increafe the general de- 
bility. 7 
: Biiflers, therefore, appear of little ufe in curing the typhus; 
yet they are of the greateft utility in relieving the fevere head- 
ach, a troublefome fymptom which always attemds it. Blifters 
applied to the temples remove this fymptom moft fuccefsfully; 
without directly producing any good effect on the fever; ‘though 
they may indirectly, by removing one caufe of watchfulnefs.and 
weakne/:. To prove this by facts, would be to quote almoft 
every low fever that bas appeared in the clinical ward, I.was 
led to this application, by obferving, that the rind of a lemon, 
cut off thin, and the infide applied to the temples, excites a red- 
nefs, and cures a headach, I tried blifters to the temples in a re- 
mittént fever, in Flanders, many years ago; and they fucceeded 
beyond my expeétation, I have continued the ufe of them 
fince, introduced the pra&tice into the clinical ward, and ofed 
them in every typhus with the greateft degree of certainty. “This 
application -has been much confirmed, though it did not take its 
rile there. This has almoft {uperfeded the ufe of blifters-to the 
head, which have their inconveniencies, | 

* The effects of thefe topical blifters depend, 1. On their 
ftimulus. .The temples are very fenfible, as the patients. come 
plain much of the pain of blifters applied there. . It, is near the 
part, affe&ted,'-and communicates direétly with the nerves of the 
eyes, If the pain arifes from the nervous fyftem alone; nothing 
is more: proper than nervous counter-irritation-to relieve it, as 
the nervous fyftem is but rarely capable of fuffering two pains 
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atonce. In this way all rubefacients become antifpafmodics. 
2. On the evacuation produced. The external and internal vef- 
fels arife ‘from the fame fource, often communicate.through the 
cranium, and always by means of the arteria orbitalis. . Hence, 
if the héadach arifes from a plethoric flate of the brain, it muf 
be curéd by the depletion which follows, Hence this applica- 
tion, and 4 fanning kept up for feveral days, by iffue-ointment, 
is the moft' fuccefsful remedy in obftinate opkithalamias.’ 
““Fomentation of the legs. “This praétice,{Dr. Home informs 
us, was firft introduced, fo far as he,knows, by the regimental 
furgeons of the army in Flanders, in the year 1742-3, and was 
much ufed, at that time, by all.of them with fuccefs, ina ty- 
phus. Since that time it has become a common remedy at 
Edinburgh, The author relates feven cafes confirming the 
utility of this: practice. 

*, Jt feems (he obferves), to difpofe much to fleep. It difpofes, 

alfo,.to a moifture of the fkin, which will be ufeful when it is 
dry ; but: which may be hartful, in a difpofition to fymptomatic 
fweating. It muft be of greateft afe when the tongue is dry. 
_ 4 Its effects, however, muft depend much on the degree of 
warmth. If the heat is within 100 deg. of Fahr. therm, it will 
ftimulate lefs, and relax more. If above that, it wil! ftimulate 
more, and relax lefs, The fomentation was tried when the heat 
was |not above that of the haman body, and the pulfe became 
fuller, not quicker. But the heat fhould be greater, that it may, 
when applied: in the typhus, ftimulate more, as the chief ufe of 
itis to raife the pulfe.’ 

Camphor has been recommended and ufed in the typhus ; 
but Dr. Home is ftill dubious with refpecé to the falutary ef- 
feéts of it ‘in this difeafe. “ 

- Dr. Home next inftitutes a comparifon between the effegs 
of tartar emetic and James’s powder, in the typhus; and from 
the experiments made to elucidate this fubjeét he draws the 
following conclufions : 

_* q, In thirteen cafes of typhus, where tart. emet. was given, 
two were cured by it, one relieved, and ten received no benefit, 
That is, indeed, but a {mall proportion of the fuccefsful to the 
unfaccefsful cafes, and fhows, that it is not fo beneficial in 
this fever as in others, in which it oftener fucceeds. In eleven, 
where pulv, Jacob. was given, ten were cured, and one died ; 
that is a very great proportion of cafes where it fucceeded, to 
thofe where 1t did not fucceed, and fhows great, febrifuge powers 
in that medicine.. On comparing, therefore, the two medicines, 
James’s powder appears to be a more valuable remedy in the ty- 
phus than tart. emet. : 

¢ 2. ‘The effecis, efpecially the evacuative, jof tart, emet.. are 
ftronger than thofe of James’s powder, .. The.tart..emet. gene- 
rally vomits, often purges much, produces a moifture, and jome- 
times {yeating. It purged in feven of the thirteen cafes, But 
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the effects of James’s powders are much gentler. In two cafes 
only it vomited ;“in’ two only it purged, and generally was at- 
tended with a gentle moifture, Ic commonly produces a'calmer 
ftate, and fleep, which the tart. emet. feldom does. It often re- 
lieves the headach. Thefe very different effeéts are not to be at- 
tributed toa greater proportional dofe of tart. emet than of 
James’s powder ; for, in three of the cafes, the former medicine 
produced no obfervable effets; and a third of a grain, after 
many trials, is the quantity I can moft rely on to produce any 
fenfible effe&t on the ftomach. Befides, the dofes of James’s 
powder, exhibited in the preceding experiments, are much 
greater than generally given here. : 

‘ 3, From the effeéts of the two medicines, as above ftated, 
we may, perhaps, fee the reafon, why tart. emet. is not fo fuce 
cefsful in the typhus, as in the fynochus; nor fo ufeful in the 
former difeafe as the pulv. Jacobi. That fever, efpecially in its 
progrefs, becomes worfe after evacuation. I have feen parga- 
tives, clyfters, and gentle fweating, hurtful in it. It can be 
no furprize, then, that a medicine, fuch as the tart. emet. 
which evacuates by the belly and fkin fo powerfully, fhould 
produce no good in the typhus, or rather that it fhould do 
hurt. This is flrongly verified by the above cafes. In Ex- 
per. XXXI. where it fweated moft, the patient died. In 
none of the cafes where it purged, did it do fervice. In Ex- 
per. XXIX. while it produced a naufea, it relieved. After the 
purging came on, the fever increafed. I am always obliged to 
mix laud. liq. with it, or to give it up when it has fach an effeét. 
In the only two cafes where it was of ufe, it produced naufea 
and moifture in one, and gentle vomiting and moifture in the 
other. Tart. emet. acts more on the inteitinal canal; James’s 

owder more on the fkin. If the cure depended on puking, as in 
many dife f the lungs, inteftinal canal, &c. if we wifhed to 
make a fuddén and violent flimulus on all the organs of eva- 
cuation; we fhould ufe the tartar. emetic. But in delirium, 
want of fleep, loofe or irritable belly, James’s powder ought to 
be preferred. 

« 4. As to the quantity of tart. emet. given for a dofe, it may 
be either 1-4th or 1-3d of a grain. The former often produced 
no effect.on the ftomach, fo that 1-3d was always ufed for a 
dofe, In giving James’s powder, I choofe to begin with five or 
fix grains in the form of a bolus, thrice a day, as lefs than that 
quantity can produce no vifible effect, and more may operate 
too flrongly. The dofe may be augmented afterwards gradual- 
ly, until it produces fome fenfible effec on the ftomach, in- 
teftines, or fkin, which it’ daes generally when 10 or 12 gr. 
are piven. I have often increafed the dofe to ferup.i. in inflam- 
matory cafes; but we can rarely go fo far in the typhus, as, in 
that difeafe, the inteftines are more irritable, 

* 5. AS to the time of continuing both, we have no general 
rule to determine us, but their effects. If thefe are good, the 
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medicine muft be continued till the fever goes off, or a crifis ap- 
pears. In two cafes the tart. emet. was continued. for eight 
days. Its effects are generally produced fooner, If it is attended 
with any evacuative effects, that length, of time: may debilitate 
too much, and fufpend the ufe of other medicines, we may. allow 
a longer time ft ao powder, as its effects are more gentle, 
and as it feems, from thefe cafes, to require longer time. 

* 6. It is difficult to fettle the mode of operation of thefe two 
medicines. But we can, from the above facts, fay negatively, 
that they do not cure from evacuation ; as, in two of thefe cafes 
where James’s powders fucceeded, the patients flept only better, 
without any fenfibly increafed evacuation. The fame fatt occurs 
every day in the ufe of tart. emet. Wecan fay further, that 
even the evacuations produced do not arife from any naufea ; as, 
in the above cafes, evacuation by the inteftines and the fkin was 
often produced, without any preceding naufea. This likewife 
frequently occurs. Do they aét by a general ftimulus? This is 
probable, from their general evacuative powers ; from their be- 
ing hurtful in the fpafmodic ftate of fevers; from their being 
mott fuccefsful when the exacerbation of fever is over ; and from 
being moft ufeful, when the palfe is juft below the natural ftan- 
dard, with regard to weaknefs.’ 


Dr. Home’s experiments on the typhus tend to afcertain the 
advantage of opium, which he thinks is more to be depended 
on than camphor, caftor, or fal fedativum Hombergii. The 
laft of thefe he has often tried, and never but once found it 
fucceed ; befides, in his opinion, it feems too antiphlogiftic for 
fuch a ftate. 

The petafites, or butter-bur, having been ufed with fuc- 
cefs in Mufcovy, in a malignant fever, Dr. Home made trial 
of it in the typhus, bet it produced ‘no fenfible effeéis. | 

The third feétion treats of the pleuritis fpurfa,° or baftard 
pleurify, where we meet with the moft judicious practice, but 
no new experiments. 

The fubje& of the fourth feétion is the puerperal fever, con- 
cerning which Dr. Home obferves, that we know little of its 
nature, and ftill lefs of the proper method of cure. Nor is 
this to be wondered at, when we confider the oppofite theories 
that are maintained refpeéting the caufe of the difcafe. 


[Io be continued. | 





@YEIOAOTIA': or, the Dodtrine of Nature,’ By Thomas’ Frewen, 
M.D.  8ve.° 65. boards. Bews 


O treat of beaten fabjeéts in a new and agreeable manner 

is the moft fuccefsful expedient to attraé& attention. The 
‘author of the volume now before us appears to have aimed at 
this 
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this objeé&t; but we are forry to obfervey that he fcems to have 
miftaken an affeéted peculiarity for novelty: » The prefixing of 
a Greek title to an'Englith work, is a piece*of pedantry that 
has long fince been exploded by the literary world. This, how- 
ever, is not the only fingularity with which, even at the be- 
ginning of the work, we are prefented by Dr. Frewen, who 
appears to be defirous of letting his readers know that he is alfo 
converfant with the other of the claffical languages. . He en- 
titles fome prefatory obfervations. in Englith, ‘ Epiftola auc- 
toris ad amicos fuos in Re medica honorandos ;? and he alfo 
conciudes them with the following fcrap of Latin: 


« Amici! 
‘< Eftote, ergo, et aftuti, ut ferpentes ; et finceri, ut columba.” 
Ex SepastTiant CasTELLionis Jnterpretatione. 


‘ Paginis his fequentibus, Viri honorandi, fi quid erratiac- 
cidet, condonetis velim; quoniam, ut optimé docet yates 
Venusinus, Art. Poet. v. 351, 

‘* Non ego paucis 
‘¢ Offendar maculis, quas aut incuria fudit, 
‘s Aut humana parum cavit natura,— 
‘¢ Et opere in longo fas eft obrepere fomnum.” 


_ © Quo fi me dignabimini ct favore, nihil amplius orem, qui 
fum, Viri dilectiffimi, 
‘ Servutus Vester Hvminuimus.’ 

Notwithftanding thofe fingularities, we are far from con= 
fidering the treatife as a ufelefs production; for it contains a 
plain and concife fyftem of phyfiology and the praétice’ of 
phyfic; theslatter of which, however, is too general for con- 
veying a perfect knowlege of the fcience. The following’ ac- 
count of the cachexy may ferve as a fpecimen. 

‘ This difeafe takes its origin from a foulnefs of the ftomach, 
and vifcera, creating a vitiated temper and difpofition in the 
nutritious juice, a great debility of the folids, and a ftag- 
nation of the fluids; whence a bloating of the fiefhy. parts, 
with a palenefs and lividnefs of the complexion, a leucophleg- 
matia, and anafarca, 

* Ir moft frequently attacks perfons of a phlegmatic habit, 
and more commonly women than men; as well on account of 
their fofter texture, as ofthe frequent diforders which the ir- 
regularity.of menftruation often, occafions, A fedentary courfe 
ot life,- unwholefome food, crapulas, immioderate hzemor- 
rhages, and chronic fevers, are the moft frequent caufes of pis 
diftemper. 
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224. - Dr. Frewen’s Do&rine of Nature. 

* There is no difeafe more readily known than this, as none 
has fuch obvious and diftin@ive fymptoms. The face, hands, 
feet, and legs, are always bloated, and {welled beyond their 
natural dimenfions; the natural heat of the body decreafes, 
and there is an evident; and aétual fenfation of cold in the 
parts.. This is attended with an univerfal languor, and anxiety 
of mind, and’a painful weaknefs in going up fteps, or walk- 
ing up hill, The appetite is very uncertain, and loathings of 
food: are very frequent ; and, after eating, all the fymptoms 
of a bad digeftion ; as tenfions and oppreffions of the ftomach, 
and flatulencies. ‘The bowels are in a very uncertain ftate, 
fometimes remaining coftive for a long while together; and at 
others, throwing off the food undigefted, in the manner of a 
lientery. The patients have always a great propenfity to fleep, 
but find no refrefhment by it. The urine is but {mall in quan- 
tity, fometimes red, and fometimes pale; the pulfe languid, 
and weak ;. and the blood is pale and thin, and abounds in fe- 
rofities : difficulty of breathing, heats and flufhings at times, 
and the head always difturbed, and not. unfrequently verti- 
ginous, and violently painful ; ; and oedematous tumors appear 
on the feet when the patient is ftanding up, but difappear again 
when he lies down. 

¢ The general method of cure muft be by correétion of the 
vitiated humours, a referation of the vifcera, and an evacuation 
of the humours when thus prepared for it; and, finally, a re- 
ftitution of due tone to the folids. 

¢ The patient fhould be treated at firft with refolvents, and 
digettives, fuch as the tartarum vitriolatum, and abforbents 
fated with acids, as. crabs eyes with lemon-juice; and with 
aperient decoétions of guaiacum, faflafras, &c. and either dur- 
ing the time, or afterwards, evacuants are to be given, If the 
improper treatment of a fever has been the occafion of this 
malady, the mild alexipharmics are to be given at times; and 
when an obftru@tion of the menfes is in the cafe, the time when 
they are expected is to be carefully regarded, and emmena- 
gogues, and baths for the feet, are to be ordered at thofe pe- 
riods. When obfiru&tions of the hemorrhoidal difcharges are 
the cafe, then leeches thould be applied to the hemorrhoidal 
veins: and if the difeafe has arifen from long-continued hz- 
morrhages, then analeptics are to be trufted to, with very gentle 
correctives, for fear of exciting new commotions in the blood ; 
in thefe cafes, bleeding in the arm is fometimes found necef-. 
fary. But, after all, ** CacheGici, quo leniis traftentur, ed 
citils curentur.” 
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The Elements of Beauty. Alfo, RefleAions on the Harmony of Senf. 
bility and Reafon, By }. Donaldfon. 8vo. 25. fewed. Cadell, 


N° fpecies, of difquifition being more, difficult than thofe 
which relate to the operations and affections of the mind, 


it is not furprifing that the fubjeQ of this treatife fhould have 


excited great diverfity of. fentiment among metaphyfical en- 
quirers. Accordingly, various opinions have been entertained 
refpeQing the principle on which the perception of beauty im- 
mediately depends. Of thefe Mr. Donaldfon takes a curfory 
view in the introduation. 

‘ The common error (fays he) of moft of our modern writers 
on beauty has been, that they have fuppofed all things, in order 
to appear completely beautiful, fubjeét to one fixed principle re- 
lative only to fenfe; fuch as, fhape or proportion. Books have 
been written in fupport of uniformity and variety; terms com- 
prehending the nature of all things, rather than containing a de- 


icription alone of what is beautiful : others, to perfuade us in fa~ . 


vour of foftnefs and {moothnefs, and of a ferpentine line of beauty. 
Propriety has alfo been affigned as the caufeof beauty : but, fince 
there are many things which ftrike us as beautiful before we dif- 


cern their ufefulnefs, propriety can at beft be admitted a conco-. 


mitant, not an efficient caufe, of beauty, Concerning matters of 
tafte, we appeal to the feelings of the heart, rather than.to the abi- 
lities of the head. Tafie prevents judgment, and is more beholden 
to fentiment than to experience. T here is, however, a perfe& agree- 
ment between right reafon and true tafte:. they-are reciprocal tefts 
of each other’s validity ; fince we are not fatisfied that fuch things 


pleafe, but are apt to inquire into the caufes and effeéts of this - 


pleafure before we aliow its authenticity. This has led many to 
believe, that beauty depends on propriety or fitnefs; tho’ it muft 
be confeffed, a toad is as fit. for the purpofes of its nature as a 
turtle-dove: and we may remark of artificial ornaments, that 
they are moftly of little or no utility. Neither is/ beauty itfelf 
the fame with goodnefs; but rather what is pleafing to fenfe, 
aflociated with an expreffion of goodnefs. To define beauty by 
foftnefs and fmoothnefs, and the doétrine of mere lines, is re- 
ducing it to the notion of fimple fenfation; but furely one may 
fee and hear, without the perceptions of beauty and hatmony pe- 
culiar to delicacy of fentiment? For whatever beauty we may 
perceive in the fubordinate objeéts of fenfe, it muft be confeffed, it 
is an expreffion of the finer paffions, to which we owe the higheft 
pleafures of beauty. And as it is the focial or communicative prin- 
ciple which raifes our enjoyments fo far above the pleafures of 
other creatures, fo it is the vifible figns appropriated by nature to 
this principle, which render the human body fuperiorly beautiful.’ 


In the firft feflion of the Elements, the author treats of the — 


general fubje& ; obferving, that the qualities of objets, fo far 
- as they relate to beauty, are either fuch as moft clearly excite 
perception or life in the fenfes; or they are compofed of thefe, 
Vou. L. Sepr. 1780. Q . and 
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and fomewhat. expreffive of life or fenfibility. He remarks, 
that as the natural love of life, or the confcioufnefs of exift- 
ence, is the foundation of all animal pleafure ; fo the firft and 
fimpleft of our fenfations, and of which our primary ideas are 
chiefly compounded, are light, found, and motion. Their 
oppofites, darknefs, filence, and relt, are confequently expref- 
five of horror, on account of their fimilarity to the privation 
of fight and of hearing, or to the extin@ion of thofe percep- 
tions which principally conftitute the fimple idea of animation. 

This ingenious theory the author elucidates in feveral fubfe- 
quent feciions, where he traces it under the different percep- 
tions of light, found, motion, affimilation, and contraft. 

In the feventh feftion, the author acutely obferves, that 
though the fimple ideas of horror be imme: lately borrowed 
from the privations of fenfe, it is otherwife when its images 
are perfonified. In this cafe, fays he, violent motion, and. 
loud noife, fucceed to reft and filence. 

The eighth fe&ion inveftigates the principles of charafer 
and exprefiion; and the niath, that of gracefulnefs. 

‘Through the various fections above mentioned, the author 
traces the progrefs of beauty, from its beginning in the fenfes 
to its fécond fource of perfe&tion in’ the mind, both centering 
in the confcioufnefs of life or fenfibility ; and from the whole 
he concludes, that the relifh which mankind has. for true 
beauty, is.in_ proportion to the clearnefs of their moral percep- 
tions, or, in, other words, to their love of goodnefs. This 
theory: is not only, ingenious and well imagined, bat ftrongly 
{upported by a variety of concurring arguments deduced from 
abftra&t reafoning. 

To the Elements of Beauty are‘annexed, Reflections on the 
Harmony of Senfibility and Reafon. This may be confidered 
as‘a fequel of the preceding enquiry, and is conduéted in the. 
fame philofophical manner. 

¢ The pleafures attending virtue (fays the author in the in- 
troduction) are, firfl, the immediate fatisfaftion we enjoy in 
contributing to the happinefs of others, virtue in this cafe being 
its beft reward ; not that. it beftows becaufe it receives, but that 
it receives becaufe it beliows, as a luminous body is yet moreen- 
lightened by the reficétion of its own fplendor. Secondly, the 
pleafure we receive from the approbation of the world, or rather 
of.that part of it whofe applaufe we efteem, the pleafure pro- 
ceéding from what is commonly called the Jove of fame. —Self- 
ifhnefs is that contra&ted fenfe of pleafure which excludes every . 
idea of focial enjoyment. It is a mere abufe of words to caik 
that felfffinefs, which includes the happinefs of others ; fince, in 
the fri& idea of a felf,’ there is bot oe included. 

¢ Tree happinefs flows from the firfl-mentioned principle, and 
is theenjoyment of pleafure by reflection, the pleafure of pleafing 
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thofe we love, or the ftill more extenfive pleafure of contributing 
to the happinefs of alt mankind, The firft and fecond of thofe 
motives are indeed affifting to each other; for what can be more 
pleafing than felf-applaufe when confirmed by the approbation 
of the good? But thofewho are afluated merely by the love of 
fame, are far more numerous than thofe who firft confult the ap- 
probation of their own hearts, and who efteem the applaufe of 
the many, not altogether for its own fake, but as it accords with 
the voice of reafon ; while he whofe feelings teach him to dif- 
tinguifh between the good and the evil of moral aétion, will alfo 
have a choice in the rectitude of external applaufe, always pre- 
ferring the commendation of the few who beftow it on real mes 
rit, to the voice of the vulgar, which is determined by caprice 
or by accident. | 

‘ But what fhall we fay to. fuch as place their ultimate con- 
tentment in felfifhnefs and fenfuality, whofe fympathy is fo nar- 
rowly confined, that they enjoy no pleafure from: participation ? 
or to thofe that are fo far depraved, as to be deterred from ace 
tions hurtful to. themfelves and to their fellow-creatures, by no 
other than the bafeft of all motives, the dread of punifhment ? 
Were it poffible to: perfuade mankind, what is their chief in- 
tereft here to know, that to affift the good endeavours, and to 
fympathize with théjweakneffes and neceflities of each other, 
yields an enjoyment far igperior to any that is of a mere felfith 
nature, there would be little occafion, in a moral view, to 
threaten the infliction either of temporal or eternal punifhment, 
Indeed it feems almoft fufficiently juft, if there be any totally 
deftitute of humanity, that fauch, from their dulnefs, are des 
privéd, of the moft elegant and exalted felicity. 

¢ Self fatisfa€tion, it muft be confeffed, is an objec of purs 
fuit in all; but ambition and avarice embrace the fhadow for 
the fubftance, the means of good for good itfelf. The vainly 
ambitious place their chief happinefs in fame, ignorant of what 
fhould go before; the avaricious in fortune, equally blind to the 
bleffings that fhould follow. To employ every g@ntle method, 
therefore, of extending this principle of hufian fympathy; ta 
improve our moft delicate feelings, and give to the foul a more 
tender touch of all that is endearing to humanity, by exercifing 
it in the fpeculation and practice of ingenious virtue, is the great 
purpofe of moral precept and of found philofophy,’ 


Mr. Donaldfon illuftrates the harmony of fenfibility and 
reafon through twelve fections, in wach he treats of fenfibi- 
lity; tafte and genius ; poetry, painting, and mufic;- love 
and friendihip ; courage and honour; confcience ; fincerity 3 
paffion; temperance; wifdom ; power; juftice and mercy. 

Thofe two treatifes are evidently the produétion of a perfon 
of genius. They difcover fine tafte, united with a penetrating 
underftanding ; and fenfibility, animated by the pureft philofo- 
phical fentiments, 
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Forfok til et biographifat Lexicon ofver namnkundige och larde Svenfke- 
Man. af Georg Gezelius: or, An Effay of a biographical Di&ionary 
of celebrated and learned Swedes.—By George Gezelius. Part I. 
A—H. $vo. Stockholm, Upfal and Abo. (Swedith.) 


| x this interefting and entertaining work we meet with a great 

number of eminent deceafed Swedith ftatefmen, military comman- 
ders, learned men, artifts, and patriots, who have flourifhed fince 
and during the reign of Guftavus I. or the year 1521, to the be- 
ginning of the reign of Guftavus III, or the year 1771. 

Both the nature and degrees of the merits of the great number of 
perfons here introduced, muft indeed be very various: yet the 
names and lives of Adler Salvius, Jonas Alftromer, Andreas Lau- 
rentius, Meff. Banners, Benzelii, Bielkes, Bondes, Brahes, Bro- 
mel, Browallius, Celfii, count Dahlberg, Dalin, de fa Gardies, 
Eckftroems, Elvius, Fiemings, Grills, Hiorter; Horn’s, Harle- 
mann, Hizrne, &c. will not only intereft Swedes, but foreigners 
alfo. 3 

That all thefe lives are not equally well written, may be eafly 
fuppofed and accounted for from the ery unequal nature of the 
memoirs ‘from which they have been @frawim up ; and which have 
been carefully and diftinétly noticed aggmi ema of every life. 

‘ Thus, in writing the lives of noble pgmfomages, Mr. Gezelius has 
availed himfeif of Stiernmann’s Coll€@tions3; in recording thofe of 
clergymen, he has confulted Rhyzelius’s Epifcopia Sveo-Gothica ; 
in commemorating phyficians, profeflor Bergius’s Literary En- 
deavours; and in later times, with Kegard to the deceafed fellows of 
the Stockholm academy of fciencegy the Commemoration Speeches, 
pronounced in that academy. Wl 

’ As this biography is defigned for a cheap and popular work, and 
has in faét been encouraged and honoured with a very numerous 
Kft of fubfcribers, a very great number of lives was to be com- 
prefied in a very few volumes in octavo : its ftyle is therefore con- 
cife yet fprightly; and the narrative enlivened with a variety of 
private and ctifiracteriftical anecdotes.. In judging of the nature and 
merits of enterpriaés of feveral active perfonages, the biographer 
has fometimes difplayed more candour than rigorous juftice. 

Several great and good features in the Swedifh national charaéter, 
will here often ftrike ftrangers. That liberality of fentiment with 
which merit and talents were fo often noticed and rewarded, in 
perfons of low birth and extraction ; who were often raifed to the 
very firft places and honours m Sweden for initance, the Swedith 
fenators James Gyllenborg, Ehrenpreus, Cedercreuz: many perfons 
of eminent merit were exobled, honoured with orders, with me- 
dals, with folemn burials, and panegyrics ; and lately, the celebrated 
hiftorian Dalin, the mathematician Kiingenttierna, the phyficians 

Linneus and‘Rofenttein. The fame liberality of fentiment is alfo 

evinced by the frequent, intermarriages of the nobility and citi- 

zens. , 

Nor is the inclination of the Swedes for diftant and dangerous 
voyages and travels le(s apparent; as thofe of archbifhop Henry 
Benzelius, of Olof Celfius, of the prefidents Carlefon and Huepken, 
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and of Dr. Haffelquift to the Eaft, and Dr. Grimm to the Eaft- 
indies. 

Meffieurs De Geer and Grill, havé-immortalized themfelves by 
their uncommon liberality and patriotifm, in affifting the kingdom, 
in its greateft emergencies and diftrefles with their fortunes. 

Mathematics, philofophy, Swedith hiftory, poetry, natural hif- 
tory and oeconemy, appear to be the favourite ftudies and purfuits 
of iearred Swedes. 

Changes in religionare extremely rare in Sweden. Some ftriking in- 
ftances, however, have happened befides that famous one of queen 
Chriftina ; a Swedith count, Nils Bielke, became a fenator in Rome ; 
and one John Guidenblad, was made father prior at Vienna, and 
jn 1715, confefforto the emperor. 

To this firft volume a fecond and third will be added, and to the 
whole, in due time, the neceflary fupplements. 





L’Euphrate et le Tigre; par Mr. d’ Anville, prémier Géographe du 
Roi, Gc. &c. 1 Vol. Quarto, of 160 Pages, with one Map. Paris. 


A Very learned and accurate illuftration of the theatre of fome 
of the greateft tranfaétions and revolutions in Afia ; by which 
great light is thrown on the retreat of the ten thoufand Greeks ; 
on the route of the Younger Gordian along the Euphrates to tne 
place where he was affaffimated by the treachery of Philippus; on 
the expedition of Trajan, and Julianus; on the Stathmi Parthici of 
Ifidorus cf Charax ; ofthe pfovinces of the Parthian Empire; on 
the kingdom of Ofroene; called by its Grecian conquerors Myg- 
donia, and its capital Orfa, alias Edefla, and Antiochia; on the 
different names of Mefopotamia ; on the country Barbaliffus, men- 
tioned by Xenophon ; on Thapfacus ; on the Barbaricus Campus, 
noticed by Procopius, and a tewn called Zenobia, and now Zelebi; 
on. Paimyra, or Tadmor; on the important city of Nefibis or 
Nefbin ; in fhort, on the whole courfe of the Euphrates, and its 
navigation ; and the relaticns of many ancient authors and modern 
travellers in the parts in queftion. | 

From the Euphrates he proceeds to'the Tigris, which he, with the 
fame concifenefs and accuracy, traces from its fource, through its 
whole courfe, and al] the remarkable places bordering on it. 

He concludes his work with an account of Babylonia; and ef- 
pecially of the cities of Babylon, Seleucia, Ctefiphon, and Bagdad ; 
and of the couffejof the Pafitigris, formed by the union of the 
Euphrates and Vigris, to the Perfian Gulph; of the city of Bafra; 
the canal of Baffora, and fome other canals, and of the mouth of 
the Tigris. } 
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FOREIGN LITERARY INTELLIGENCE, 


Elemens d Agriculture de.M, Duhamel du Monceau. . Nouv, Ed: gore 
rigée © augmentée. 2 vols, 12mo, with Cuts. Paris, 


(THESE Elements are the refult of moft accurate experiments 
made during a great number of years, in moft provinces-of 





France. They have been highly and generally approved, and gone 


through many editions; and may be confidered as a national and 
claflical work, 
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Zur Gefchichte Simfons ; or, on the Hiftory of Sampfon, by J.C. W. 
Diederichs. Part III. Gottingen 8vo.° (German.) 


After having in the firft and fecond part confidered, and at- 
tempted to elucidate feveral inftances of Samp(fon’s ftrength and 
heoriim*, M. Diederichs now proceeds to take a view of the whole 
biftory, fram the chara¢ter of that remote age. He finds that the 
whole of that hiftory, from his birth to his death, confifts of extra- 
ordinary and furprifing events; and free y confefles that though 
fome of thele relations may, by means of a more intimate acquaint- 
ance with the Eaft and its languages, be placed and accounted for 
jn a more natural light ; yet there are {till feveral great difficulties 
remaining. In order, therefore, to remove or avoid thefe, he ob- 
ferves, that we ought to judge of the whole hiftory of Satpfon, 
not by our own modern ideas, but by thofe of the ancient Hebrews, 
Thefe, like other ancient nations, had their heroic ages ; and he- 
roes whofe fame was preferved down to later times by oral tradi- 
tion. Since, therefore, writing was not then known, and fince 
all their heroic atchievements could be only recorded in fongs, 
and oral traditions, thee. admired atchievments neceflarily have 
been liable to be exaggerated from age to age, and at length to be 
transformed either into miracles or fables; and thus he accounts 
for the ftriking likenefs of the Hebrew ‘Sampfon to the Grecian 
Hercules, and many other heroes ; proceeding from the fame fource, 
viz. popular reports and tradition. 


Idea Aftronomia, Honoribus Regie Univerfitatis Budenfis dicata, a Jo. 
Nepom. Sajnovics, Art. L. L.@ Philof. D. Gc. 8vo, Buda, or 
Ofen, i Hungary. 


A thort hiftorical effay, occafioned by the late eftablifhment of an 
aftronomical obfervatory at Ofen. The firit obfervatory was efta- 
hlithed at Tyrnaw, for the ufe of that univerfity; the fecond, by 
the bilhop of Erlaw, Charles, count Efterhazy, of Galantha ; the 
third is that now fettled at Ofen, where M. Francis Weifs is firt 
aftronomer, and M, Sajnovics his affiftant; who, in this traét, 
gives a plain and particular account of the ufe and purpofe 
of aftronomical obfervations: and does not think three obferva- 
tories too many in fo large a kingdom, where, befides the uni- 
verfity, there are four academies, and thirty-nine gymnafia; and 
among nations long diftinguihhed by their bravery, who now bid 
fair, under the prefent government, foon to rival other nations in 
point of learning, tafte, and arts, 


FEfthetica, five Dogtrina boni Guftus, ex Philofophia pulchri dedu&a in 
Scientias et Artes Amceniores, Auffore G. Szerdahaley, Archi-Diocef. 
Strigonienfis Sacerdote, in Regia Univerfitate Budenfi Aefthetices 

_ Profejore Publ. G Ordin. Be. 2Vol. &vo. Ofen, in Hungary. 


The fir volume treats of tafte, and its hiftory:-of thenature 
of the beautiful, and its conftituent parts; of propriety and 
coftume; of fimplicity and variety ; of grace and gravity ; of gran- 
deur and fublimity, The fecond, of the difplay of beauty; the 
mixture of light and fhades, and its refults ; of novelty, and of all 
forts of tropes and figures; of ridicule, wit, and humour: and 
concjudes with anienquiry into’the nature of the paffions; the imi- 
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tation of nature, and the mutual relation and connections of polite 
arts and polite learning. 

The author's diétion is elaborate, and -evinces his familiar ac- 
quaintance with the claffics; and the frequent and appofite ex- 
amples with which he has illuftrated his precepts, are a very va- 
luable part of his work. . 


Recueil des Sceaux du Moyen Age, dits Sceaux Gothiques. gto. Paris. 


Though Gothic feals are no very brilliant objeéts of enquiry, 
they are not entirely ufelefs, as they furnifh many lights for hittory, 
and for the elements of heraldry. 

The prefent collection exhibits, in the three firit plates, the feals 
of the firft- French kings; the three next, thofe of the dukes of Bur- 
gundy; the two following, thofe of the counts of Bungundy, or 
Franche Comté. Three other plates exhibit the feals of the town of 
‘Burgundy, and fome coins of the dukes. Four plates belong to the 
thirteenth, feven to the fourteenth, three to the fifteenth, and two 
to the fixteenth and feventeenth centuries. The author might ea- 
fily have increated this collection of plates, and incumbered, and 
perhaps funk it, with minute and voluminous explanations ; but he 
has prudently lett his reader to confidernand ftudy for himfelf fuch 
of thefe pieces as in1y happen to intereft him moft. 


‘Vie d’Eienne Dolet, Imprimedr a Lyon, dans le feiziéme Siécle; avec 
une Notice des Libraires © Imprimeurs Auteurs,quel'on a pu decouvrir 
jufqua ce Four. vo. Paris. 

Dolet became famous by his misfortunes. He was born about 
1509. Amelot dela Houflaye, who bas compiled many fpurious anec- 
dotes, fays, that Dolet was a natural fon of Francis I. and a certain 
lady of Orleans, Dolet devoted himieif to ftudy, and chofe the print- 
er’s prefeffion. 

He feems to have been vain, arrogant, quarrelfome; often in- 
volved in literary and religious difputes ; and was often imprifoned, 
He was at laft taken in cultody fora tranflation of a dialogue of Pla- 
to, in which he had inferted the words, ‘ After death you fhall,be no 
more.” He was found guilty, and conviéted of being a relapfed 
atheift, and condemned to be hanged and burnt. This fevere fen- 
-tence was executed at Parts in 1546. , 

The Notice des Libraires & Auteurs, mentioned in the title, 
and fubjoined to Dolet’s life, is a very thort and imperfeét per- 
formance. 


Oeuvres de Blaife Pafcal. 5 vols. .8vo. Paris. 


Many of the works of this great genius, and famous writer, 
having become exceedingly fcarce, and fame having never yet been 
publifhed, a celebrated academician has obliged the public with 
an edition of this interefting collection ; and a\preliminary difcaurfe 
of 120 pages, on the Life and Works of Pafcal ; on the State of Geo- 
metry in 1650; andon the Origin of the Difputes concerning Jan- 
fenifm. .. 

Memoires Philofophiques du Baron de ——. Sec. Edit. cornigée et.aug- 
mentée. 2 vols 8vo. ‘Paris, ) | 


A pious work by Abbé de Crillon, whofe zeal for the defence of 
the Roman-Catholic religion needs no encomium, fince it ‘has 
been amply rewarded ‘by a complimental ‘breve from the holy fa- 


ther at Rome, 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE. 


PO: Lelo Ref Cc t-h 


A Memcrial moft humbly addreffed to the Sovereigns of Europe, on 
the prefent. State of Affairs between the Old and New World, 
‘Suc. 25. 6d. tn boards. Almon. 


HE purport of this Memorial is to evince the many na- 
tural advantages, chiefly in point of commerce, which 
America enjoys over the maritime ftates of Europe. From this 
confideration the author endeavours to perfuade his readers, 
that all the efforts of Britain can never prove effeétual for re- 
{training the progrefs of Americato a great and independent 
empire. Both the prognoftication and arguments have been re- 
peatedly urged during the prefent conteft. 


An Effay on Conflitutional Liberty. Svo. 13. 6d. Dilly. 


The author of this ingenious Effay’ inveftigates, with pre- 
cifion, the foundations and nature of civil liberty, as fixed by 
the Britith conftitution ; expofing at. the fame time the falfehood 
of thofe ideal principles of liberty, which have been maintained 
by fome’miftaken political writers, and fome inconfiftent de- 
claimers in parliament. His reading and reflexions on the fub- 
je&t are accurate and extenfive; and through the whole enquiry 
he difcovers great force of argument, 


Letters to Caius concerning the Times. 8vo. 15.6d. Macgowan. 
The greater part of thofe Letters has been formerly publithed 
in adaily paper. The collection confifts of thirteen, feveral of 
which appear to have been written under the alarm occafioned 
by the late tumults. In general, they are of the declamatory 
kind, and bear evident marks of the author’s prejudice againit 
adminiftration, ° 


Aa Addrefs to the Hon. Admiral Auguftus Keppel. Containing 
Candid Remarks on bis Defence before the Court-Martial; to 
uubich are added Impartial Objervations on the late Trial and Ac- 
guittal of Vice- Admiral Sir Hugh Pallifer. With an Explanation 
of Sea-phrafes. Anda Letter to the Monthly Reviewers. By 
a Seaman) The Third Edition. To which is added @ Supplement, 
containing the Subjfiance of Eight Letters to the Right Hon, the 
Earl of Sandwich, two 'to Ser Jofeph Mawbey, and three. to 
Admiral Pigot ; with a concluding Letter, addreffed to. the 
Right Hon.the Earl of Sandwich, 8vo. 35. Nicoll, 


We formerly obferved, concerning this Addrefs.*, that the 
author’s animadverfions on admiral Keppel’s .conduct .appeared 





® See Crit. Rev, vol, xlvii. p. 387, vol. xlix, pi 230, 
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to carry with them great force. To the prefent edition is fub- 
joined the fubftance of three Letters to admiral Pigot, relative to 
the cenfure which he pafled on fir Hugh 'Pallifer in the hoafe of 
commons. The author vindicates the behaviour, and afferts 
the merit of the laft-mentioned officer with irrefragable argu- 
ments; and we cannot but highly applaud both his love of juf- 
tice, and zeal for the national honour, when he enforces the 
expediency of again calling forth that gallant admiral to the fer- 
vice of the itate. 


An Effay, foewing the extreme Ignorance or Malice-prepenfe of the 
late Rioters and Patrons. gatos 6d. Kearfly. 

The author of thefe Letters, though not an elegant writer, 
appears to bea well-meaning apologift for the Roman Catholics ; 
whofe principles he endeavours to vindicate from the reflexions 
thrown upon them by the members of the Proteftant Affociation, 


A View of the Prefent State of the Dutch Settlements in the Eatt 
Indies. 80. 15.6d. Robinfon. 


This pamphlet contains a circumflantial account of the pof- 
feffions, government, trade, navigation, &c. of the Dutch in 
the Eaft Indies. It appears to be written by a perfon thoroughly 
converfant with the fubje&; and from the reprefentation he 
gives, it is evident that the profperity of the Dutch in thofe 
parts is haftening faft to its difflolution. Corruption, oppreffion, 
and weaknefs, feem to prevail in every department. " 


P.0O.8: Po Rw ¥i 


The Candidate; a Po.tical Epiftle to the Aurhors of the Monthly 
Review. gto. 1s. 6d. H. Payne. 


The anonymous author of this Poetical Epiftle is, it feems, an 
unfortunate gentleman, who having long laboured under a ca- 
coethes feritendi, humbly requefts the advice and affiftance of 
Dr. G——, and his brethren of the faculty, concerned in the — 
Monthly Review. The patient, ic is obfervable, takes no notice 
of us Critical Reviewers, though we have been pretty famous for 
eradicating diforders of this kind. When the difeafe, however, in: 
creafes, as it probably will, there is no doubt but we fhall be called 
in. Inthe meantime, though we have received no fee; we thall 
(like the nobfe-minded phyfician to a'certain news-paper) giveour 
advice gratis. ‘Temperance in this, as in almoft every other,cafe 
is the grand {pecific, we fhall confine our prefcription, therefore, 
in a very few words ; viz. Abjiné a pluma SS atramento; a fafe, 
an eafy, and we will venture to add, an infallible remedy, For 
the too vifible fymptoms of this poor man’s malady, we refer our 
readers to the poem, where he fays, __ 

¢ We write enraptur'd, and we write in hafte, 
Dream idle‘dreams, and call them things of tafte; 
Are feldom cautious, all advice deteft, 
And ever think our own opinions bei.” 
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If thefe-are not marks of what we call the incurable Metro- 
manta, we know not what are. He then breaks out into the 
following mad queftions : ‘ 

¢ Say, -dhali my name, to future fong prefix’d, 

Be with the meanefi of the tuneful mix’d ? 

Shall my foft ttrains the modeft maid engage, 

My graver numbers move the filver’d fage, 

My tender themes delight the lover’s heart, 

And comfort tothe poor my folemn fongs impart ?” 
To which we an{fwer, No, no, no.—I grant it true, fays our 


diftrafted Bard, 
“ that others better tell 
Of mighty Wolfe, who conquer’d as he fell, 
Of heroes born their threaten’d realms to fave, 
Whom fame anoints, and envy tends whcfe grave.’ 


Inftead of, Whofe grave envy tends. This, we are afraid, isa 
bold ongrammatical trac{pofition, which even the /icenia poe- 
tica can neyer excufe, any more than it can the following, where 
he fays, others can better tell, 


¢ How Spanith bombaft blufters—they were beat, 
And French politenefs dulcifies defeat. 


‘When he was young, he informs us, 
‘ No envy entrance found, 
Nor flattry’s ji/ver'd tale, nor forrow’s /age." 
Sage, we fuppofe, is meant for another epithet for Tale, but 
furely this is a frange kind of /udimtelligitur, and our author, we 
believe, has no authority for it, Pretty early one morning, the 
Mufe tells us, 


¢ The vivid dew hung trembling on the thorn, 
And mifts, like creeping rocks, arofe.to meet the morn.” 


How mifs can be like rocks, and what is meant by creeping ones, 
in particular, we cannot comprehend. Still lefs are we pleafed 
with the unintelligible gxprefhions of fbreuds weil forouded, and 
Hermes’s own Cheapfide; nor are we fond of fuch compound 
epithets as, woe-faugh', fare-lip'd, fong-inuited, pine-pref, vir- 
“gue-feorn’d, croud-brfitiing, &c. Whatever this writer may plead 
in his own behalf, we cannotentirely acquit him of pride, when 
he fays, ? 
‘ My fong 
Shall pleafe the fons of tafte, and pleafe them long.’ 
“Though he is afterwards modelt enough to add (fpeaking of 
‘himfe!f), 
+ ¢ Faults he muft own, tho’ hard for him to find.’ 
Hard, however, as it is for bim, faults may pofibly ‘be found 
by others in this poem. For otr own parts, we°cannot but be 
of opinion, that if this Candidate (which we fuppofé is his in- 
tention) fets up for the borough of Parnaffus, ‘he will moft pro- 
bably lofe his election, as he does-not feem to‘be poffefied of a 
_ fadt of land in that county. , 
Mujfic 
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Mufic in Mourning: or Fiddieftick in the Suds. A tragic-comic, 
poetical Burle/que, neither in Profe nor Rhime 4to. 15. Faulder. 


Who would have:thought fo worthlefs and infignificant’a creae 
ture as Dr. Fiddleftick would ever ‘have crept up into fuch con- 
fequence in the world, as to become the fubjeé of a ‘poem, which, 
with fome humour, and in tolerably good Miltonics, defcribes 
the grief of all parties, occafioned*by the departure of the doétor 
to ' eterfburgh !—We will not pretend to poimt out who this 
Fiddleftick is: our readers muft fuppofe he is fome great and 
learned man, whofe abfence, according toour poet, is univerfally 
regretted. Let us hear a little of our bard's pathetic lamenta- 
tions on this melancholy occafion. 


¢ But fee! the mourners come! flowly they march, 
In mock-proceffion, the piazzas round, 
Where he was daily wont to bounce and ftrut, 
And vainly boaft of magifterial pow’r. 
«* Ev’n butchers weep,” and moft fincere their woe, 
For‘they lament the lofs of bills unpaid ; 
Bills long as taylors, now of utmoft ufe, 
To fave th’expence of handkerchiefs moft clean.” 

‘ He’s gone to wade the Baltic’s ruffled fea, 
And ftretch through Finland’s gulph to northern climes, 
Where, for a while, at Peterfbargh’s dull court, 
His trifling tricks may pleafe.—There let him flay ; 
There may he e’er remain!” 


In this wifh all who know any thing of the coxcomb here alluded 
to will moft fincerely join. ‘To thofe who are entirely unac- 
quainted with him, this little poem, though not ill-written, muft 
appear uninterefting. “ 


The Cafile of Infamy. A Poetical Vifon, In two Parts. ato, 
25.6d. Bew. 


A kind of political pamphlet in verfe, very tedious and unen- 
tertaining, full of malevolence, abufe, and {curility, on almoft 
every well-known character that has figured in public affairs for 
fome years paft. The reader wall meet with a large portion 
of fevere farcafm, violence, and afperity in every line: but, 
luckily for the perfons cauterized and fcarified, not.a grain of 
wit, humour, or poetry throughout. That the author (wha 
threatens us hard in his notes) may not have any reafon.to con- 
demn our want of .candour, or fay that we cry down his wares 
without fhewing them, we fhall prefent our readers with a fhort 
fpecimen of his ftyle and manner; and. for, this purpofe,.as he is 
very fond of drawing characters, we will give one of them, which 
runs thus: 

¢ Next, fleek Sir Grey, when flabb’ring North eto ieets 
With wonder notes his lordthip’s Attic ttrokes 5 
Fans him, like Gnatho, with foft Flatt'ry’s gale, 
‘Gives him apt Hints for Speeches by retail ; 
Mimice 
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Mimics his mafter's follies in all thapes, . 

And thrives by thofe abfurdities he apes ; 

With parafitic patience feems to fit, 

Charm’d by his lordthip’s common-place of wit ; 
In a choice manual digefts his puns, 

Aad circulates them with a Jaugh that ftuns.° 


Surely there is not merit in thefe lines fufficient to countenance 
or authorize the magifterial and felf-fafficiency aflumed by this 
mock juvenal, who attacks all ranks and degrees of men, with- i, 
out mercy, Obferve, good readers, how elegantly and gen- | 
teelly he {peaks of the clergy. ’ 


¢ While right divine to prieftcraft will allow 

Full fcope, to right divine thefe Aarons bow 5 

The better half of all dominion’s theirs 

By lot; the reft to crowns the mitre fpares. 

In fov’reign rule priefts merit the firft place ; 

For Heav'n (they fay) has founded pow’'r on grace. 
Ahi grace is Javith’d on the crofier’d tribe; 

Who then fhall dare their pow’rs to circumf{cribe ? 
While on the necks of princes priefts can tread, 
Under themfelves they grant their king the head: 
With his their facred (uffrages accord, 

While he endures thefe claimants in the Lord ; 
But, fhou'd he once difpute their holy fway, t 





Thefe faints throw meeknefs, and her mak away, 
And like true Doegs, damn, torment, and flay.’ 


Can any thing be more flat, dull, and profaic, as well as illibe- 
sal and unjuft? and yet our author thinks himfelf a phcenix, and 
wonders that we fhould rank him among the * wuljus avium. 
We will not trouble our readers with any more quotations 
from this contemptible performance, which we fhall leave to fink 
into oblivion, We are only forry that fo poor an architec 
fhould be fo fond of building + semp/es, which in a very fhort time 
muft moulder into ruin, 
¢ And like the bafelefs fabric of a vifon, 
Leave not a wreck behind.’ 


An Elegiac Ode to the Memory of David Garrick, Ef/q. 410. 
: Printed at Cambridge, dy Archdeacon. 


‘Thefe compliments of condolence, fent to the public on the 
death of Mr. Garrick, though extremely well-meant, come ra- 
ther of the lateft ; and as they bring nothing with them that has 
not already been {aid over and over on the fame fubjeét, might 
aswell have ftill remained locked up in the author’s bureau, 
Ais‘the writer’s paffion, however, for ‘elegiac odes, feems to be 
flrong and irrefiftible, we would recommend to him, as good 





© See.Critical Review, vol. xlix. p. 393. 
‘+ Gor author wrote another Vifon, called the Temple of Im- 

potture, and threatens us with more. See his note at the bottom of 

p-.iv..of his dedication prefixed to this poem, ; 
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materials for his next performance, an Epitaph on’ General Wolfe, 
fome Confiderations on the Death of Charles I. or an Elegy fa- 
cred to the Memory of Queen Elizabeth. 


The Gray's Inn Afociation, 4/0. 6d. Bew. 


Black coats dyed red, or lawyers turned feldiers, is not a bad 
fubject for a poetical fquib, and if it had fallen into good hands, 
might have afforded tome entertainment. Nothing, however, 
can be more dul], or void of wit and humour, than this little 
poem, which has no merit but that of being very fhort. - Two: 
lines from it may ferve as well as twenty to convince our readers 
that it is not worthy of a moment’s attention. 

‘ In fair white jackets fometimes they appéar, 
Sometimes, in fcarlet cloath’d, our eyes they cheer.” 


D-K A’ Ms A OT TC: 


Tony Lumpkin in Yown: @ Farce. As performed at the Theatres 
Royal in the Hay-Market. By }.-Keeffe.. 8vo.. ts. > Cadell. 


The title-page informs us that this farce was performed at the 
Theatre Royal in the Hay-market ; we hope for the honour of 
the audience, dzt once. 


CONTROVERSIAL. 


A Slight Sketch of the Controverfy between Dr. Prieftley and his 
Opponents, on the Subje& of bis Di/quifitions on Matter and Spie 


rife Sv0. ‘18% Becket. 


Dr. Prieftley, in the Preliminary Effays to his edition of Hart 
ley’s Theory of the Human Mind, which were publifhed in 1775, 
afferted, ‘ that man is not compounded of matter and fpiric, bur 
totally and fimply a fyftem of material mechanifm ; and that 
there would be no hope of furviving the grave, if we were not 
affured of it by the pofitive declarations of the holy {criptures.*: 
This doétrine he fome time afterwards endeavoured to fupport in 
an elaborate treatife on that fubject, entitled, Difquifitions ow 
Matter and Spirit. | | 

The pamphlet now before us 1s principally written with a.view 
to convince the infidel, * that Dr. Prieftley is no partizam of: his: 
caufe, no‘advocate for any doctrine that has the moit remote-tén- 
dency to unfettle the laws or fanctions of religion; but,-onthe 
contraty, has exerted his beft talents in fixing them on. the) only 
foundation on which they can fecurely ftand,. that is, the,gofpek 
of Jefus Chrift, whofe refurreétion alone has begotten us.againto’ 
a lively hope of an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, that: 
fadeth not away,’ 3 Mairi 

In the firft part.of this tra&, the ingenious author gives a 
a flight fketch of the controverfy between Dr, Prieftley and. his 
antagonifts, relative to the doctrine, of. materialifm, and, which 
is an effential part of the fame fyftem, neceflity. 
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In eftimating the merits of Dr. Prieftley’s opponents, he treats 
Mr. Seton, Mr. Berington, Dr. Shebbeare,; and the Vindicator 
of the Church of England, with contempt; John Buncle, Mrs 
Williams, the author of the Letters to Dr. Hawkefworth, figned 
a Chriftian, and Mr. Whitehead, wich little ceremony; Mr. 
Baxter, Dr.. Kenrick, and Dr. Duncan, with fome deference ; 
Dr. Price, Philalethes Rufticanus, ard Dr. Horfley, with refpe&. 

In the latter part, he ftates the real queition, and defends Dr, 
Priefticy from the charge of infidelity. ‘ The true queftion, he 
obferves, is not, whether man is an accountable and immortal, 
creature ; but wherein confifts the accountablenefs and immer- 
tality of man, and where we are to feek for the proof and evi+ 
dence of it.’—Dr. Prieftley, he tells us, * faw that a refurreClion 
was by no means inconfiftent with the principles of philofophy ; 
but he difdained to take hold of the reed, when the oak was 
within his reach. , He profefles, in the moft unequivocal lan- 
guage, his thorough belief of a future ftate, on Chriftian prin- 
ciples.’ ’ 

he the conclufion he obferves, that the doétor is not the only 
modern divine who, has fappofed, that immortality is not an jn- 
herent property of our nature. He mentions the very refpe@- 
able names of Sherlock, Dodwell, and Law, as well as thofe of 
Taylor and Hallet among the Diilenters; and congratulates 
himfelf, that his hopes are built on a more fecure foundation 
than. metaphyfical fpeculation, 


mE pT? 6 SAT. 


! A. Treatife on the Natural Small Pox, with fome Remarks and 


Osfervations on Inoculation, By Charles Roe, Mimber of the 
Corporaticn of Surgeons. 8u0. 28. Dixwell, 


This Treatife begins with a defcription of the different {pecies 
of the fmall-pox, which, in conformity to. general praétice, the 
author diflinguifhes into the diftinét and confluent. Each of 
thofe, however, he afterwards fubdivides, according to their 
various appearances. He diftinguifhes the diftiné& kind into the 
benign, cryftalline, coherent, warty, and fanguineous; and the 
confluent intothe mild, eryfipelatous, cryttalline, filiquofe, and 
the nervous. | . 

He next gives a fhort account of the different periods of the 
fmall-pox; after which he proceeds to remarks and obfervations 
tending to illuftrate the nature of the difeafe, and to difcover 
the proper method of treating ir, In this part of the Treatife 
we meet with obfervations on the eruptive fever, an enquiry 
into: the: mature and quality of che variolous infection; obfervs 


- ations on the fecondary fever ; on the {welling of the face, hands, 


aed feet, ptyalifim im adults, and diarrbceain children ; on the 
eaufes, producing the.difierent fpecies of the fmall-pex; on the 
effects of the difeafe ow the conititauom; with a derail of the 
prognoftics. i i | si 
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The author afterwards confiders the manner of treating: the 
{mall-pox in its different ftages and fymptoms; fubjoining an 
account of inoculation, fhewing the age, feafon, temperament, 
and preparation for it; with the manner of colle& ng, preferv- 
ing, and inferting the virus; and the method of treating: the 
difeafe after the infeétion is received into the body. 

From the concife minutenefs of this Treatife, and the me- 
thodical manner ie which it is arranged, it cannot fail of prov- 
ing exceedingly ufeful to practitioners; and we may add,, that 
the author, Mr. Roe, has enriched it with many valuable re. 
marks. 


An Effay on the Gonorrhea, with fome Observations on the Uje of 
Opium, in the Cure of that Difeafe. By William Thomas,. 
Surgeon. 8vo. 15.64. Donaldfon, Strand, 

This. Effay contains a number of judicious and ufeful obfery- 
ations on the-feveral remedies generally adminiftered in the cure 
of a gonorrhcea; and the author alfo prefents us with fome 
valuable remarks on the ufe of opium in the fame complaint. 
The whole greatly merits the perufal of thofe who pra@ife in. 
this difeafe. " } 


Effays on Phyfiological Subje@s. By J. Elliot, Apothecary. Swvo, 
15. 6¢. Jobnfon.. 

Mr. Elliot has formerly afforded us more than one fpecimen 
of his ability for difquifitions on phyfiological fubje@s; and we 
are glad to find that, in the prefent Effay, he profecutes the 
fame kind. of enquiries with a more. particular regard to the il- 
loftration of feveral parts of the animal oeconomy. His experie 
ments are ingeniovfly deviled, and his deduétions appear to be 
well-founded. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 


An Account of the Life and Writing of the late Alexander Monro, 
7 Sen. M.D. F.R.S. 8vo. ts. Dilly, 

This difetourfe was delivered by Dr. Duncan, as the Harveian 
Oration at Edinburgh for the prefent year. The author’s fitu- 
ation enabled him to give the moft authentié biographical ac- 
count of Dr. Monro; and his own judgement qualified him for 
awarding the praife that was due to the talents ‘and Writings of 
that eminent profefior, whofe memory will long be reveredia the 
fchools of phy fic. 


Letters between Clara and Antonia: iz which are interfperfed whe 
interefling Memoirs of Lord Des Lunettes, a CharaGer in real 
Life, 2-Vols 12m, £5, fewed. Bew. 


There is nothing in thefe Letters either very entertaining or 
inftru@tive. If fuch a charater as lord des Lunettes does exif 
in reat life, we are forry that real life has fach a chara@er to 
produce; arid are‘of opinion that a delineation of it, However’ 
exact, can-only, lake one of Spagnolet’s pictures, raifeideas of 
horror in the beholder. 
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4 Pra&ical Grammar of the French Langnage. By N. Wano- 
ftrocht. 12m0. 3s. Johnfon. 


A man of ingenuity, when he undertakes to teach the French 
language, generally fees, or thinks he fees, deficiencies and er- 
rors in all the French grammars that are extant. He therefore 
compofes one of his own, ona plan, which, in his opinion, is 
more eafy, regular, and commodious. Thus the number of 
French grummars is continually increafing ; but we do not al- 
ways find that the laft publication is the beft. It is perhaps only 
faperior in fome points, and inferior in others. Mr. Wano- 
itrocht’s performance has its advantages. The plan is régular 
and methodical ; and the rules are exemplified by familiar exer- 
cifes. All the primitives of the irregular verbs are brought to- 
gether on one large open fheet, and conjugated through their 
feveral modes, tenfes, numbers, and perfons. In this, however, 
| the authorhas not fiudied the convenience of his readér; as 
nothing can be more troublefome than a large folding theet in a 
{mall volume. All the irregular verbs might have been much 
more commodioufly ranged in alphabetical order, in a few pages 
of his book. 

Mr. Wanofirocht has given us: no rales for pronunciation ; and: 
if this he feems to be right : becaufe,as he ob/erves, from the at- 
tempts which have been hitherto made, it does not appear that © 
any adequate idea of it can be conveyed in writing. The voice. 
cannot be properly modulated, nor the ear directed, without the 
affiftance of a good {peaker. 

He has explained fome idiomatical expreflions, which moft 
frequently occur in the French language: but he has not been fo 
diffufe on this fubject as fome other grammarians ; becaufe thefe 
peculiar expreflons are now giving way to a regular conitru@tion, 
and are very little vfed by the beit writers.——Here we beg leave 
to obferve, ‘that what we call idiomsiire in general the moft ex. 
ceptionable phrafes in the Englifh language. Mr. Dryden had 
certainly very good reafons for the following remark,» which he 
makes in his Dedication of Troilus and Creffida, to the earl of 
Sunderland : ‘ ] am often put toa ftand in confidering, whether 
what IJ write is the idiom of the tongue, or falfe grammar and 
nonfenfe, couched under the f{pecious name of Anglicifm.’ 


The new Art of Speaking. 12mo. 2s. Hogg. 


An explanation of the figures of rhetoric; rules for {peaking 
in public; fcraps of elegant orations, in profe and verfe; exam- 
ples of the plain and the fublime ftyle ; an artificial method of 
improving converfation, by the help of fentimental cards, &e. 
caleylated for city apprentices, or any. fuch rifing geniufes as 
have an ambition to fhine in tropes and figures, in the public dif 

utations, which will probably be continued the enfuing winter, . 
at Coachmakers Hall, the Queen’s. Arms, the Mitre Tavern, 
the Robin Hood, and other nurferies of eloquence in this metro- | 


polis. : 
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